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W HEN men become conſpicuous in 
ſociety, the World are intereſted: in their 
minuteſt concerns: to this motive may be 
aſcribed the labours of a PlurAR ch, and 
the rewards of a Ropinson, We are ear- 
neſtly ſolicitous about the actions of thoſe 
whom we have been taught to admire for 
the heroiſm of their deeds, or the force of 
their particular merits, and peruſe an account 
of their progreſs through life with as much 
ſatisfaction as we feel in beholding our per- 
ſons in a mirror, fondly contemplate on the 
ſimplicity of our purſuits, and the conſe- 
quent pains and pleaſures, though the Pages 3 
1 I. "» "of 
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of the Biographer ſeldom operate to the ad- 
vantage of the individual he delineates, inaſ- 
much as we become too intimately acquaint- 
ed with their weakneſſeſs, and cannot be- 
hold them with the ſame degree of ſublime 
eſtimation, as when we view their character 
in perſpective. The Prince of Cox, who 
knew human nature well, has wiſely re- 
marked, that no man is a Hero in the 
eyes of his Valet-de- chambre.“ 


I have no doubt but the following Me- 
moirs will be read with much avidity by the 
public, not from any attractive beauty in 
the compoſition, but becauſe they relate to an 
extraordinary man, who has rendered him- 
ſelf by his inimitable comic exertions, the 
High Prieſt of mirth and the delight of a 
diſcerning metropolis. 


Had Mr. Joan Epwix been as obſtinately 
. adheſive to the points of Anceſtry as our 
Caledonian neighbours, he might poſſibly 
have been able to have derived his origin 
from the illuſtrious Ebwix, King of Nor- 
_ .. thumberland, who loſt his life in Battle in 
te year 633 ; but he was abſolutely poſitive 


4 h that 


G 

that he was a member of the ſame family 
as Sir Hur HRY Epwix, Knt, who was 
Lord Mayor of London in the year 1698; 
he reluctantly inclined to re ſign his title of 
affinity to the Monarch, but no human 
conſideration could induce him to give up 
the Magiſtrate. 


His F * Jonx Eons was a watch-. 
maker“, who with a liberality ſuperior to his 
circumſtances, gave. his ſon an education, 
that has ſince rendered him eſſential ſervice 
in life, particularly his inſtructions in the 
ſcience of muſic, which with an happy in- 
vention and droll manner of delivery, 


made him indubitably the firſt comic finger 


in the univerſe, 


His mother, HAN NAA Epwix, was the daughter of 
Henry Brogden, a ſtatuary, at York ; a boy and two girls 
were the iſſue of this marriage: Joax was the firſt born, 
Mak the ſecond, and EL1zZAPETH the third. The lat- 
ter, now Mrs, WiLL14ams, is a moſt conſpicuous character 


in the metropolis, remarkable for her knowledge of aſtro- 


logy and future events, and is daily conſulted at her houſe 
in Store ſtreet, Tottenham-court-road; by ladies of the firſt 
diſt inction. 5 


"hs B 2 Mr. 


1 
Mr. Epwix was born in Clare: ſtreet, 
Saint Clements Danes, London, on the roth 
of Auguſt, 1749; the ill ſtate of his health 
from his birth, until he was nine years of age, 
induced his father to ſend him to a farm- 
houſe ina healthy ſituation in the vicinity of 
Enfield, where he had not been long before 
he gave a ſample of his acting in a private 
performance, with ſome young gentlemen 
in that neighbourhood ; fuch amuſements 
then were not embelliſhed and attended as 
they are now ; and inſtead of a regular The- 
tre, young Epwix and his aſſociates re- 
ceived their audience in a Stable, where, 


« They cleav'd the general ear with horrid ſpeech.“ 


And aſtoniſhed the auricular and ocular 
faculties of ſome country Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, with their domeſtics, by moſt wow- 
DERFUL exertions in mad Let's inflated 
tragedy of ALEXANDER the GREAT ; the 
Hero of which was the leading ſubject of 
theſe anecdotes, and EpwWIxN ranted away 


in a roman ſhape, like many of our modern 


Tragedians, 
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117 
Tragedians, without any leading requiſite for 


the character, and totally unaided by any 
impulſe but his puerile preſumption. 


Aſter this debut Mr. Epwin remained at 
ſchool till he was fifteen, at which period we 
find him in the Penſion-Office of the Ex- 

chequer, but that employment requiring 
his attendance only two hours in the day, it 
afforded him an opportunity of turning his 
thoughts to his favourite amuſement, the 
ſtage, and he ſoon got imformation of a 
ſpouting club at the French Horn ii Wood 
Street, Cheapſide, where 


— 


| 5 
« Prentic'd boys alarm'd the gaping reet, * f 
And did fuch deeds of dreadful note.“ 
/ 


To this mirthful Sonnen e of ambitious 
youth, Epwix ran with all the precipitation 
of young deſire, and it was there that the 
ſingular humour of the preſent eſtimable 
Mr. WILLIAu Woopratls, in Orp Maſk 
in the Musical Lavy, firſt ſuggeſted to 
_Epwin's mind a ſerious idea of aſſuming 


the character of a Comedian. The follow- 
111 
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ing ſummer he ſtudied the Tankard ſcene 


of Scrub—The part of Simon in the firſt act 
of the Apprentice, and the firſt ſcene of Poly- 
dore in the Orphan, which, with the ſong of 
* I follow'd a Laſs that was froward and 


' ſhy,”---and thoſe of Sir Harry Sycamore 


in The Maid of the Mill, he concluded 
might carry him very decently through 
the following winter, at the begining of 
which a new ſpouting ſeminary was inſti- 


tuted at the Falcon in Fetter Lane. There 


Epwix made his firſt eſſay as an apolo- 


gy for a man- -paſſed the ordeal of juvenile 


criticiſm, was warmly approv'd, and ſoon 
after choſe one of the ſix Managers, in con- 
cert with Mr. WAL DRON of old Drury, and 
the late Mr. Wenz of Covent Garden Thea- 
tre, Mr, Pubney a young attorney, Mr. 
Woop a young tailor, Mr. Kn1crr, lately 


employed at the Royalty Theatre, and Mr, 
Moon, ſome time ſince a ſchool-maſter in 


Bath---Mr. Eowix was always a great ad- 


mirer of the profeſſional merits of the late 


Neo SHUTER, who entertained a great opi- 
nion of the promiſing abilities of our aſpi- 
ring hero, and at ſeveral convivial parties 
| * at 


* 3 

at Bo DERRY's, of meritricious memory. . 
uſed frequently to ſay, © My Boy, you will be 
an excellent actor when I am laid low. ” 
Epwix's imitation of that charming actor's ” 
ſongs, and his performance at the Club of 
ſome of his parts, ſoon attracted the notice 
of the late Mr. Lzz of Drury Lane Theatre, 
who ſeeing him enact LAuxcELor in the 
MercaanT of VENICE, which was regu- 
larly performed in the Club-room on a pri- 
vate night, engaged him for the enſuing 
ſummer at Mancheſter, as a low comedian, 
at a ſettled ſalary of one guinea a week, and 
the profits of half a benefit. At this new 
ſpouting club, nominated, the Theatre 
Royal in Fetter Lane, the uſual mode was to 
have a man with a ſtaff at the door of the 
room, which was meant as a meaſure to 
give an air of reſpectability to the diver- 
ſions of the evening; the price of admittance 
was one ſhilling, entitling the viſitor to por- 
ter and tobacco till eleven o'clock ; the Ma- 
nagers not forgetting to reſerve about twelve, 
or fifteen ſhillings each night to carry down * 
ſtairs at the concluſion of the club, to enable 
them the more effectually to parry the 

ps 2” Ela aſſaule? 


(8) 
aſſaults of Care and the influence of Mor- 
pheus, by the powerful aſſiſtance of good 
punch and mulled wine. 


They met every Friday night, and the Ma- 
nagers ſat alternately two at each time as 
Preſidents, Moderators and Directors of the 
dramatic entertainments. They were poſſeſ- 
ſed of a decent wardrobe, with all the neceſ- 
ſary appurtenances of Wigs, Truncheons, 
Swords, Chains, Maſks, Thunder, Light- 


ning, et cetera, in a garret, which ſerved as a | 


drefling-room for the Dramatis Perſonæ. 


The conceit of theſe Heroes is truly 
laughable,” ſaid Erwin to W aipRoON, who 


were both in the chair---< in the name of 


the Muſes, what are we to have to-night ?” 
WalrpRox, with a ſignificant nod told 
Epwix, that-two young fellows from the 
Spouting Club at Norton Falgate, who were 
ſmoaking in the right-hand corner of the 
room, wiſhed to do ſomething in the begin- 
ning of the evening; upon which Epw:v, 
with much grandeur of deportment, de- 


manded of Wal DROx if there had been any 
report of their ability, and a certainty, that 


the 
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4 
the dignity of the ſociety might not be diſ- 
graced by their efforts; but though War- 
pRox was unable to ſatisfy his colleague on 
that head, as the eſtabliſned members of the 
Society ſeemed tardy in their operations, the 
ſtage-ſtruck Heroes from Norton Falgate 
were permitted to daſh away; but their recital” 
of the firſt ſcene of the FAIR PexitexT, evin- 
ced the inſufficiency of two novitiates, not 
practiſed in a regular ſpouting club, and Mr. 
ALTAaMoNnT's unhappy pronunciation of the 
firft ſpeech ruined him for ever as an actor 
in the opinion of the critics in Fetter Lane. 
With much ſolemnity of mien, and a tone 
of utterance not unaptly compared to the 
roaring of a Bull, he began the following 
imperative declaration : 


Let this auſpicious day be ever ſacred, 
No mournings, no misfortunes appen on it, 
Let it be mark'd for triumphs and rejoicings.. 
« Let appy lovers hever make it oly, - 
« Chuſe it to bleſs their opes and crown their wiſhes 3 
This appy day that gives me my Kaliſia.” | 


. 
* 


The gentle ALTaMonT had ſcarcely finiſh= 
ed when the laugh became loud and genera}, 
| cxcepting 


C1 )) 
excepting two or three friends to the young 
Tyro, Who, by clenching their fiſts and 


frowning indignant, ſeemed diſpoſed to con- 
teſt the prevailing opinion of the audience. 
Eowix, in order to reſtore the harmony of 


the evening, hinted to thoſe about him, that 
he would prepare for Ses us, for, continued 
he, with a wonderful deal of conceit and 
many fly nods, “there muſt be ſomething 
done.” He therefore gave a wink to Mr. 
KnicnrT, the Archer of the Club, to be 
ready for that part---tript up to the garret, 


turned the hind part of a bob-wig before, 


put on a red waiſtcoat and ſleeves, and with 


a little roſe pink on his cheeks, his eye-brows 


blackened with a burnt cork, and a tankard 
in his hand, he deſcended the ſtairs, mer. 
Archer at the door of the Club-room, which: 
they entered in the uſual mode of that-ſcene, 
finging amidſt the acclamations, vociferati- 
ons, promulgations and expectations of the 
ſmokey aſſembly, who were much delighted 
by the perſonifications of thoſe actionizing 


competitors for the Dramatic laurel. Twice 


in a winter this motley affaciation repreſent- 


ed, 
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ed whole Plays, and at one of thoſe per- 
formances, which was intended to operate 
as a Metropolitan WoNnDER in effect as well 
as name, Epwix was aſked if he could not 
find a Lady who would undertake the part 
of Ixis: the reply was courteous, © he 


27 


would endeavour; and with much inquiry 


and great difficulty he found a young ſemp- 
ſtreſs who undertook the character, and in 
conſequence rehearſed it ſeveral times. At 
the concluſion of fuch practices, Epwix 
always made it a point of duty to accom- 
pany her to her mother's home, and having 
been educated in the ſchools of ſocial gallan- 
try, he never failed in the demand of a chaſte 
ſalute, to reward him for his enviable atten- 
tions to the ambitious daughter of Thalia. 


CRY 


The night allotted for the exhibition ar- 
rived, and Mrs. Ins, who had always re- 
hearſed in a long cardinal, was now ſeen in a 
jacket and petticoat in the full diſplay of her 
divine perſon, and all the ladies and gentle- 


men intereſted in the comedy ſtrutted about 


the. club room behind the curtain in their 


beſt 
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beſt bibs and tuckers. The part angel to 
Epwin was FRtEpeRic ; of courſe he had but 
Rttle to do in the piece, and to his extreme 
mortification no ſcene with In1s; but the 
regret Was of ſhort duration, as he received 
the diſagreeable information that the lady 
whom he had introduced was found very 
defective in perſonal grace, for as ſhe was in 
the heat of action with LISs AR DO, and 
for getting her corporal infirmities, ſhe 
raiſed her right arm, which was ſtiff and 
immovable in the elbow- joint, and ſtruck 
the facetious valet ſuch a tremendous blow 
on his fide as made the comical comedian 
xcel under the impreſſion of delicacy — the 
audience burſt into a fit of laughter at the 
oddity of the action, and poor Epwin was 
publickly rallied tor his ignorance of female 
proportions, and the introduction of a lady 
to extremely deſective and unappropriate to 
the character-- During this æra of gailaniry, 
ſpouting, and adolefcence, Enwix was made 
#cretary to a truſt of a Ar. John Epwarx of 
George Street, Hanover Square, a diſtant 


relation, who died, kaving near 50, oool. to 
bt 


I 


* 


13 45 
de diſtributed in public charities, and had 
appointed twelve truſtees to ſuperintend the 
buſineſs--the principal of which, a Mr. War. 
was alſo one of his executors, and ſub-go- 
vernor of the South-Sea Houle. 


That gentleman, fully ſeaſible of the folly of 
his deceaſed friend, inleavingakinſmandeſ.i- 
tute--his donations to be expended in chatfities 


and given to objects totally unknown to hum, 
from an impulſe of juſtice made Ebwin 


ſecretary. The committee met twice every 
winter, and to this poſt was annexed an an- 
nual ſalary of thirty pounds with doucenrs 
ſcom the fund, and other contingent advan- 
tages. The truſtees, who were all old men, 
ſoon departed in peace to Neep with their 


"fathers, and their ſons were deputed in their 


room; but this change of government was 
not for the advantage of the property; the 
principal was ſoon ſwallowed up by the diſ- 
ſipation of che new guardians, 


When Epi left his ſecretaryſhip, which 
he held only one year, he poſſeſſed live 
5 Os. 
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hundred pounds in ſpecie, for which ſum he 
was indebted to the kindneſs of Mr. War, 
and meant as a ſecurity for his going into the 
South-Sea Houſe in the capacity of ac- 
comptant, .the gentleman who then held 
that office, Mr. MonTAGUE, WW very old 
and infirm. 


A ſtrong propenſity for dramatic purſuits, 
however,overcame every other conſideration, 
and prompted Epwin to make an early at- 

tempt, and climb the ſtupendous hill of 
public fame—he took, as it is termed, 
French leave of his relations, and went of! 

ä a la ſourdine.“ But previous to his departure, 
in order to aſſiſt his father, whoſe circum- 
ſtances were rather embarraſſed, and to 
operate as a palliation for coramencing actor, 


* Epwix's father, when the comedian was only fifteen 
years of age, offered to give 5ol. towards erecting an or- 
gan in Iſlington church, provided the pariſh would make 
his ſon organiſt 3 however the offer was rejected by the pa- 
Tiſh, under the idea that they could not afford to pay a ſa- 
lary. 
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and diſappointing the old gentleman s futute 
hopes in the intended line of life marked out 
- for him, Ebwrx drew the money from Mr. 
W avyandmade the 5001.a preſent to his father, 
together with ſome other valuable properties, 
and began the world almoſt as deſtitute of 
drapery and ſocial accompaniments as the 
firſt ſublunary parent of humanity.— He 
commenced an actor of old men at the the- 
- atre at Mancheſter, then under the manage- 
ment of Mr. LEE, in the year 1765, and in 
the ſixteenth year of his age. Jus rien 
» Woobcock, and Sir HARRY SYCAMORRE, 
vere alſo, repreſented in that town by our 
juvenile adventurer, who ſoon found, from 
the generous plaudits of the audience, he 
had no eſſentiab reaſon to regret that he had 
left a dull tkough certain livelihood in ſearch 
of the adventitious rewards of erratie genius. 
Previous to his leaving London he played 
the part of Qumxuxc in the Ur hon. 
- STERER at the Haymarket Theatre in the 
winter, for the benefit of a family in diſtrels, 
and a new print of the day (the Public Led- 
ger) regiſtered this attempt in the moſt ſlat- 
- tering phraſes of approbation. A youth of 
ſixteen 
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ſixteen play e men, was then conſidered 


as à ſort of phenomenon in the Dramatic 
Hemiſphere, but the aſſumption was fortu- 
nate, for Epwin, it is probable, then laid 
the corner ſtone of his high and enviable 
reputation; the example and ſucceſs of 
SHUTER had rouſed his feelings, and o0LD 
MEN continued his choice for ſeveral years, 
though it has ſince been diſcovered that 
. Characters of a younger feature were 
more ſuited to his ability. 


It is ſomewhat extraordinary that a man 
Mould play old men in his youth, and young 
ones when more advanced in lfe ; but not- 
_ withſtanding Epwix has been a tenant of 


this vile planet exactly forty two years, his 


perſonal appearance was youthful, and bis 
powers and vivacity as ſtrong as ever. 


Erwin left London to commence his the- 
atric probation, accompanied by Mr. WAI. 
Dao, and a Miſs. WesTRyY, who were like- 
wite engaged by Mr. Lee ;---their finances 
being low, their mode oftravelling was a mat- 
ter of ſerious debate between this timely 


league - 
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league of the ſexes,--but Mr. WaLprow; 
XX who has much adroitneſs on ſuch preſſing 
X occaſions, found a return Poſt Chaiſe going 
all the way to Mancheſter, which for a tri- 
IX fling conſideration conveyed: them to the 
3 place of action, tho” the journey was not un- 
4 clogged with difficulties They were over- 
turned the firſt day---on the ſecond, as this 
3 . were ſitting at dinner, the chairs 
on a ſudden, like an electrical ſhock, or a 

I Bacon trick, were unhinged from the 

© braces ; ; and as if Harlequin had given a ſlap 


4 EF with his wooden ſword to effect his wonder- 


| ful magic, the bottoms of theſe actorlings 


1 


the third, and ſeemed holding a converſation 
1 at every acclivity whether they ſhould mount, 
3 inſomuch that the inhabitants of the leathern 
Y conveniency were doubtful that every hill 
4 would put an end to their journey, for which 
q E reaſon Epwin deſired the driver to put a cloth 
i over the horſes eyes every time tney got in 
4 Land out the chaiſe, that the quadrupeds might 


not ſee there were three people to draw, ima- 


Vol. ; 8 tive 
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| falured the floor. The horſes were jaded on 


Lining that the animals might give a nega- 
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1 
tive to their motion, and diſpute the pro- 
priety of the number, as perſons do in a ſtage 
coach, and tell both them and the driver 
that they have no right to draw more than 
two: however, by the expediency of EDwix's 
remark, the cloth was continually placed 
over the eys of the Roſinantes, and when 
the driver gave a ſmack of his whip, the 
horſes cried wz or our, which the motley 
group underſtood as exclamations in bad 
French, ſignifying, that they would perform 
as well as they could. 


Soon after their arrival at Mancheſter 
Mrs. BappeLty, who had then only perfor- 
med a few nights at Drury Lane Theatre» 


became a member of their itinerant body ; 
her huſhand was engaged at Liverpool, and 


the diſtance being not quite forty miles, he 
contrived to pay her a viſit once a week: 
during his abſence, that beautiful Phryne of 
the Stage, gallanted freely with the roving 


blades of the Town and her comic bre- 


thren: and it was then remarked that a 
more amorous fet of Theatrical females 
never delighted the youth of Mancheſter. 

85 Mrs, 
LY 
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Mrs. BappzLzy viſited Miſs WesTzy, 
and Epwin, who lived in the ſame houſe, 
being then as young on the ſtage as the la- 
dies, there were frequently private rehear- 
ſals of fainting, embracing and dying, which 
to perform well makes up no inconſiderable 
part of theatric excellence; and ſo perſonally 
charming were both the females, that every 
Man in Mancheſter from ſeventeen to ſeven- 
ty would have been moſt happy to have en- 
joyed ſuch bliſsful opportunities--The whim- 
l cality however of the ladies, and their ap- 
plication to ſtrong waters made them ſome- 
times appear rather ſingular in deportment, 
and a fainting fit in the middle of a part was 
as frequent with moſt of the actreſſes of that 
Company, as the nights of playing. 


In the houſe where Epwin lodged and 
boarded were alſo Mr. GRifrirg, Mr, 
KEeasBERRY, Mr. WALDRON, Mrs. Brooks, 
and Miſs WzsTxy, all of them adherents to 
the Drama---An Officer on half pay, pro- 
verbial for hjs oddities, and who valued 
himſelf on his gentility, obſerving a pleaſant - 
ort of intimacy ſubſiſting between ſome of 
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the maſculine and feminine children of Pro- 
teus, earneſtly requeſted to make one of the 
party, and was in conſequence frequently 
very peremptory and troubleſome; ſaid he 
muſt be introduced to the ladies, and that 
quickly; ſpoke of delays in love and war 
being equally dangerous--animadverted on 
his ſuperior ſiruation--the lawfulneſs of an at- 
tack on any Female he choſe to take up arms 
againſt, and the powerful charms of a red 
coat---deſcanted loudly on the honour of a 
ſoldier, and the glorious deeds of heroes 
from Hector down to William the Conquer- 
er---ſpoke particularly of the defender of 
Proteſtantiſm, and eſteemed himſelf for poſ- 
ſeſſing the ſame name. But Mr, Grireitn, 
' yclept RicHarD by his godfathers and god- 
mothers, who had often performed the third 
Britiſh King of that denomination, thought 
he had even greater pretenſions, having per- 
ſonated the royal Reformer with ſucceſs, and 
beingof a good family, a man of ſpirit, and 
quite, as we call ir, a Gentleman Actor, ima- © 
gined the balance of gentility in his favor, 
and therefore diſputed the paſs---Capraix 
WIILLIAM was warm -K Ricnard in 


a rage, 


— 


a 

a rage, and the family in a buſtle- Mrs. Bav- 
DELEY and Miſs WESTRY were flying about 
as Aid-de-Carnps until the dreadful diſpute 
came to an iſſue---The Captain began the 
attack, by an application of his right leg to 
Ricyarp's perſonal ſeat of honour ; but 
the Kino having with his left hand caught 
the leg of WILLIAM in an horizontal poſition, 
he had but one hand at liberty, and the Cap- 
tain but one leg. Here the reader muſt figure 
to himſelf two perſons ſo fituated---The deſ- 
cendant of Mars hopping upon one leg, and 
making uſe of both his fiſts; and drumming 
. 9 away upon the body of the temporary mo- 
IWF narch---The Monarch hopping ſometimes 
upon one leg, that he might make a vigo- 
rous application with the other, pummelling 
away with his right hand, and with the other 
holding the Captain's pedal extremity- 
The women ſcreaming---dogs barking, the 
men chearing each party, and all the houſe 


; in confuſion---A fall terminated the conteſt; 

the Captain was worſted; but ſome brandy 
5 and diaculum plaiſter reſtored the ſpirits and 
? aileviated the bruiſes of the combatants,--- 
: The Captain gave way to the Kino, and 


„ their 
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their little government was freed from the 
martial approaches of anarchy- The officer's 
libations were more frequently offered up to 
Bacchus than Mars or Venus, and his un- 
reſtricted feſtivals with the former, rendered 
him unfit for the proprieties of the latter; 
to ſpeak plainly, he generally came home 
tipſey. Being in that ſtate one night, he tum- 
bled into a dry ditch, and was obſerved by a 
perſon paſſing by lying on his belly, and in 
the act of ſtriking out his arms and legs; he 
was immediately taken up, and being aſked 
if he was wounded, the ditch being deep and 
dry; replied with much ſeeming piety, “ no, 
thank God, I am not hurt, but it'was a great' 
bleſſing that I could ſwim, for otherwiſe I 
muſt certainly have loſt my life,” 


I ſhall now quit the epiſode and return to 
the immediate narration. Before the con- 
cluſion of the performances that ſummer, 
Mr. Gairrirz, as agent to Mr. Mossop, en- 
gaged ED wIx at the enormous ſalary of thirty 
ſhillings per week, to enact at the theatre- 
royal in Smock- alley Dublin · under the hope 
of ſhaking off an ague, which he had acquir'd 

by 


3 

by going into the Duke of Bridgewater's im- 
provements, and to take leave of his friends 
before his departure from his native iſland, he 
viſited London for a ſhort time, and then ſet 
out big with jocund expectation for the 
mirthful regions of Hibernia. 


Previous to his quitting the Britiſh Metro- 
polis, he was furniſhed with ſome money 
and a watch by his father; but waiting for 
a wind at Parkgate, the delay eventually 
reduced his caſh, and being obliged to hire 
horſes for Holyhead, he was under the diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity of leaving his time--piece 


behind as a neceſſary ſecurity for the ſum re- 
quiſite on that occaſion; but the diſcomfi- 


ture was not ruinous to his good ſpirits, as he 
ſung in that inſtant, © Time flies ſwift and 
will away,” and repeated emphatically the 
hacknied expreſſion, that © time and tide 
wait for no man.” Impelled to the dramatic 
conflict by hope's faireſt images, he was ea- 
ger to be on board, and impatient to briog 
himſelf to an anchor in Dublin; for, the truth 
was, he knew himſelf diſencumbered not 
only of coin, but of every portable thing that 
C4 could 


E 


could be poſſibly converted into that baſe 


ſource of human commerce. Thus circum- 
ſtanced he croſſed the bar of Dublin bay 
with a fair breeze, was ſteered luckily between 
the two Bulls, touched the corner of Rings- 
end, and entered the hoſpitable gates of Eb- 
lana, unbleſſed with a ſplendid ſhilling. 


Immediately on his arrival, Epwix 
thought it neceſſary to make ſome enquiries 
after Mr. CuxrsT1e, at that time Treaſu- 
rer and privy counſellor to Mr. Mossoe, if 
we may be allowed to apply the term treaſu- 
rer to an individual in the habits of guard- 
ing ideal wealth; but Eowin ſoon diſcovered 
that the poſſeſſion of money was not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for a man's well being in that 
merry capital, as Mr. Caz1sTiz procured 


him a lodging in a two pair of ſtairs back 


room in Cole's Alley, the reſidence of phi- 
loſophy time imme morial, where good 


eating and drinking was attainable upon 


credit. 


5 


A few days after the convivial EDpwix 


was landed in the iſle of Saints, he was for- 


mally . 
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mally introduced to Mr. Mossor, the Ma- 
nager, who ſeemed much aſtoniſhed to fee 


y ſo young an adventurer, and expreſſed his 
n amazement that a youth of ſixteen ſhould 
* feel ſo irreſiſtable an inclination to receive 
24 the wounds of criticiſm, and perſonate the 
characters of old men 
N The Theatre at Dublin was at that period 
i neither in eſtimation as a ſchool of morality, 
=> or proverbial as to its immenſe profits; and 
if Epwix often experienced the mortification 
bs of non-payment---As Mossop reprefented 
- Operas, Eywin was of ſome uſe in the The- 
d atre, but not ſufficiently ſo to make the 
© combined efforts of him and his brethren 
t productive, and they very often retired from 
1 the Treaſury on a Saturday morning as 
IM pennyleſs and creſt-fallen, as ſo many credu- 


from their dolicitor after nine years legal 
contelt in the unfathomable gulphs of chan- 
cery, for the eſtabliſhment of right. 


Mossop caſt his ſerious and Comic 
Qperas with ſome degree of ſtrength; 
3 | Tex 


lous dolts who had received a final anſwer 
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Texxnpucer, PeretTTi, CreMoninNy and 
Miſs Brown, ſupported the former, while 
Miſs CaTLey,EDpwin, RyDer, and WiLDER 
gave importance to the latter ; but to ſum 
up the conſequence in a few words, the re- 
tainers of Phoebus were not then in ſo much 
requeſt as they are at preſent---ſocial diſcord 
was more ſeducing than Theatric harmony 
--the players were good--the payments were 


bad, and the unfortunate labourers literally 
ſtudied and ftarved--- 


The firſt character that EDwix performed 
in Dublin was Sir Paitie Moprrovr, in 
the Bo.d SrRORE for a Wirz, and as in 
that part very little is expected by the Au- 
dience, they were not diſappointed by the 
execution of the Actor- Soon after Mr. 
Mossor got up Mr. CoLMan's chef duvre, 
the JrALOuS WIE“: the principal charac- 
ters of that Comedy were caſt as follow. 


* In the year 1580, Mr. CoLman went over to Dublin 
under the idea of managing Crow-ſtreet theatre in the 
winter-months, but found matters ſo deranged, as obliged 
him to quit the deſign—during his ſtay he ſaw the play of 
the JEALovs WIFE acted, and told me he did not know 
his own piece, it was ſo imperſectiy done, 


Mr, 


S ˙ 1 ood 


Mr. Oakliy, - Mr. Mossor. 


Major Oakley, = Mr. GLOvER. 

Charles, — Mr. RDP ISH. 

Sir Harry Beagle, Mr. RYDER. 

Lord Trinket, - Mr, Epwin. 
AND | 

Mrs. Oakley, Mrs. REDDISH. 


All the above parts were in excellent 


hands, except that of Lond Trinket, for 


Epwix, who had performed only old men, 
and low comedy parts in Mancheſter the 
preceding Summer, found himſelf very 
aukward in the draperies of a Lord, and, to 
do him juſtice, his apprehenſions were well 


founded, for though any bing will paſs fora 


Lord in a drawing room on a birth day 
of Royalty, either as to perſon or deportment, 
the public on this occaſion in a moſt ex- 
traordinary degree depart from the ſuggeſ- 
tions of truth, and expect that the ſcenic re- 
preſentatives of peers ſhould Look and a ACT 
like MEN. 


But to return to my Hero---the h 
ments of grandeur did not tally with WW 


4 genie, ! 


* 
genius, and the bag and ſword made him 
appear as outrè and ſingular, as poor Omar 


when he was firſt introduced at St. James's 
capariſoned as an European gentleman. 


In a particular ſpeech when Lox D TRIN/ 
KET receives a mortifying reproof from 
CARLxs, Epwin experienced one alſo from 
the Audience, for upon his ſaying, © I cut 
a mighty ridiculous figure here, upon ho- 
nour !” ſome of the wags in the Theatre 
immediately replied with great vociferation 


might ſuppoſe, would have ſickened the 
youth for a bag wig in future, yet we find 
him the following ſummer and at other 
times contending for the fops parts. 

The next character he aſſumed was Jus- 
Tice Woopcock, his ſucceſs in which amply 
atoned for his former diſgrace, and he con- 
tinued through that ſeaſon, either an OLD 
Man, a Tater, a CLowy or a ConSTABLE, 


- Mossop was at this time in the very 
zenith of his glory as to acting, but alas he 


8 Was 
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--o<© You do indeed!“ ſuch a retort, one 


( 29 ) 

was compelled by neceſſity to imitate the 
phi oſophic exclamation of Cato, to his 
Com any: 


Ladies and Gentlemen, we cannot command fucceſs, 
« But we have done more, we have deſerved it.“ 


For it was not his indiſputed excellence in 
Zanca, RicyarD the third, SHYLOCK, 


or the DukE in MasuRE for MeasuRe, 
that could bring occupants to the benches of 
his Theatre The multitude are too fre- 
quently governed by caprice and folly; 
and it is not always that the gentle miniſ- 
try of reaſon can overpower their dictates- 
Excluſive of this remark, the united ſtrength 
of Mr. Barry and Mis, Dancer® at 
Crow ſtreet Theatre, aided by a better 
Comic company than that of Smock Alley, 
frequently diminiſhed the receipts of the 
latter---And as two Theatres have ever 
been and perhaps ever may be too much for 
# Dublin, both muſt feel the bad effects and 
F.dwin declared, that when a member of 
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Mrs. Daxces' $ maiden name was STREET, her fa- 
ther was an Apothecary at Bath—ſhe married an Actor 
whoſe name ſhe bore in Dublin, after that ſhe wedded 
Nr. Ba- and her preſcut name is Ca wrOoRn. 


r 


# 


3 
Smock Alley, the Performers have waited 
until money came in at the different doors, 
to buy candles, and redeem ſuits in pawn 
proper for the performance, which has been 
retarded on that account ſometimes until 
nine o'clock, and Mossop and his Comedi- 
ans have broke in upon the ſtrict rules of 
moral propriety, and repreſented the laſt 
Act of a Farce at one o'clock on a Sunday 
morning---In the middle of Mr. Mossop's 
ſeaſon, EDpwI x received an invitation from 
Mr. Rypzx to go to Waterford in the Sum- 
mer, and perform under the management of 
that Gentleman ; he was offered a capital 
caſt of parts, and that offer was ſweetened 


by :he kindneſſes of Mr. RypkRx and his 


family, which Eowin experienced in a very 


eminent degree--- 


In the interval between ſigning the agree- 
ment and ſetting off for the place of deſti- 


nation, Mr. Rypzz gave Epwin an invi- 
tation to his houſe at Drumcondra. On the 
firſt viſit, during the adminiſtering of tea, 
Mrs. Rypzr made inquiries of her gueſt, 
as to his religious perſuaſion, and being in- 


formed that he was a | proteſtant, ſhe imme- - 


diately 
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diately produced a Bible, and made Epwix, 
her Huſband and Daughter follow her ex- 
ample, by reading a chapter in that ſacred 
volume. This was rather an aukward event 
to the laughing Epwin, for tho' he valued 
himſelf upon his faith in revelation, and 
would have died in defence of its doctrines 
with as much intrepidity as any of Fox's 
Martyrs, he had never made the pages of 
the inſpired fathers his particular ſtudy : 
however to oblige the Lady, he read the 
tenth chapter bf Nehemiah with good 
diſcretion and proper emphaſis, 


That ſtrong conjugal affection which 
marked Mrs. Rypzr's manner---her praiſe- 
worthy attention to her family---and great 
politeneſs to all around her, produced, as 
the actors phraſe it, a ſoliloquy in our young 
comedian, and Erwin thought ſeriouſly for 
the firſt time that marriage was a glorious 
inſtitution. 

The Theatre Royal in Smock-alley was 
at this time in a ſtate of confuſion. poverty 
and anarchy governed its dependants by 
turns, 


( 32 ) 

turns, and notwithſtanding Epwiw's ſalary 
was inconſide: able, he found one week 
ſucceeded another without any recompence 
for his profeſſional induſtry --- Eager to 
avail himſelf of every mode of raiſing mo- 
_ ney, he adopted a venial fraud, and that 
was, to walk into a Spunging-houſe on ſome 
night when he was the principal in the 
entertainment, on what 1s termed a friendly 
writ, and then ſend word to the treaſurer 
that ſix or ſeven pounds were neceſſary to 
liberate him from durance vile---This piece 
of ingenuity was effectual in ſeveral in- 
ſtances---the congratulations of the Green 
Room verified the expediency of the mea- 
fure, and Evwin was often mentioned as 
a very clever fellow in what: they termed 

| doing the manager. 


I have before obſerved, that Mossop was 
poor and embarraſſed, his ſituation there- 
fore demanded ſecrecy and ſecurity, and the 
laſt night of his ſeaſon was never made pub- 
ne for reaſons too palpablc to notice. 


Epwix, 


(03:5 | 

Eowin wanting money to bear his ex- 
pences to Waterford, and not knowing the 
manager's policy, unwittingly choſe that 
very night to pay another viſit to the ſpung- 
ing-houfe, in the folorn hope of raiſing 
few pounds; but in this effort his bettet 
genius failed him, and he had the mortifica- 
tion to walk out again without the required 
ſupply ; for though he was to fill a princi- 
pal character that evening, an apology was | 
made to the public---the part was read by a 
Mr. Duncan, and Mossor ſtole a march 
on his creditors, by taking his final leave of 
the audience for that ſeaſon. 


Amid the dramatic recruits for the ſum- 
mer, was a Mr. Georcy, a Dutchman, 
who was engaged as firſt fiddle, and this 


inmate of Orpheus being as deſtitue of tem- 
"3X3 poral comforts as Epwin, they agreed con- 
3X jointly to lay ſiege to Mr. Ryper the coun- 


try manager's generoſity, who was going 


out in that capacity for the firſt time; by 


this manceuvre they procured the loan of a 
guinea and a half, with a recommendation 
Vor. I, D : hs t9 


1 
to ſome people at Waterford to afford them 
relief on their arrival. 


This ſum, though inconſiderable, pro- 
duced a ſort of hilarity in the muſe-hunting 
twain---the Dutchman becoming active as 
well as rich, propoſed ſome of the gymnaſ- 
tic ſciences for their embrace, and the 
ſchool-boys trick of follow the leader was 
accepted by Epwin---a wide ditch preſent- 
ing itſelf, Groxo undertook to jump over 
it, and to remove all impediments to mo- 
tion, pulled off his ſhoes and ſtockings, 


but as it is well known that the bottoms of i 


the Belge are as heavy and inert as their 
heads, I ſuppoſe it will not - ſurpriſe the 
reader to underſtand .that the Dutchman's 
beſt efforts could only convey him to the 
middle, where he ſtuck immerſed in filth 
up to the arm-pits ---EDwin with a roar of 
laughter, exclaimed with Falſtaff, © there 
« lies Honour for you With much dif- 
ficulty the fiddler was dragged from this bed 
of pollution, and &&gwin conveyed him to 
his lodgings, -where the timely application 
of ſome pails of water reſtored his perſon to 
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A 
n na fate of cleanlineſs, and a few bumpers ot 
3 Currant Whiſkey recovered his ſpirits from 
X depreſſion. 
Pro- 
m_ | After one night's ſacrifice to Morpheus, 
. they got up, and commenced their pedeſ- 
KY trian march” to Waterford, a journey of 
3 near ninety Engliſh miles---unluckaly the 
. morning proved rainy, which fatigued the 
* minſtrel, and diſpleaſed Epwin 10 much, 
OY that after perambulating fourteen miles, 
ings, both parties telt themſelves extremely un- 
e comfortable; and che burſting of the 
r Dutchman's ſhoes, which he had purchaſed 
ach but the day before in John's-lane, obliged 
7 i them to take ſhelter in a Dry Lodging * at 
0424 Naas, 
the 
filth * A dry lodging in the interior part of Ireland, is gene- 
ar of rally found in a ſmall cabin or hut built with mud-walls, 
there and covered with thatch ; in the middle of this carravan- 


dit. 4 W era they uſually make a turf-fire, round which the family, 
_{8 travellers, pigs, and poultry take their tand—in the cor- 
ners they are accuſtomed to ſpread ſtraw, witch ſerves 

m to 2 the poor people for a bed, and at the bottom af every 
2 couch a blanket is fixed to the ground by two large nails, 

which at night they draw over their perſons and fleep as 
—_ -vounly, and I hope as happily, as the reverend fathers in 

ſtate al © \ Da | God 


1 
Naas, the aſſize town of the county ct 
Kildare, where ſome ſalutary reſt upon a 
ſtraw- built bed, with eggs and bacon, and 
two pipes of mundungus, procured from an 
old huckſter- woman in the neighbourhood, 
three inches in length, incruſted with 
faliva, and as black as Rhadamanthus, 
raiſed their drgoping ſouls, and gave them 
a ſufficient degree of boldneſs to engage a 
car“ with a ſack on it, to trundle them 


God upon their beds of eider down. When the hum- 
ble poſſeſſor of the mud-manſion has wealth enough to fell 
a horn of malt or a noggin of whiſkey, it is ſignified to the 
thirſty pedeſtrian by ſticking an old pipe in the thatch with 
a rag dangling at its end—the nightly demand for refreſh» 
ment in theſe dormitories is two-pence! 


Cars in Ireland form the only method of conveying 
goods from one town to another; their ſize is ſmall, and 
go very near the ground; they carry upon an average 
about a ton each, and are drawn by a fingle horſe—theyare 
admirably ſuited to.the wants of the Iriſh peaſantry, and 
even perſons in a genteel ſituatiom of life, often make uſc 
of them in their parties of pleaſure ; their mode on ſuck 
occaſions is to throw a ſack or carpet over the ſurface, 
upon which three or four perſons uſually fit, and are car- 

ried in that manner to the end of their jonracy, filling up 
the intervals of time by drinking, laughing, ſmoking, and 
every other ſpegies of ſocial harmony. 
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4 
back again to the ſmokey metropolis of 
lerne, 2 8 


On their return to Dublin their firſt reſt- 


ing- place was at Temple-bar, which fur- 


niſhed at that time, and perhaps now, ſuperb 
hotels for the accommodation of wandering 
gentlemen. 

In this new habitation of the actor and 
fiddler the remainder of the guinea and a 
half was ſoon expended in the united luxu- 
res of warm whiſkey-punch and a beef- 
ſteak.— Mr. Ryots was, fortunately for 
theſe eccentrics, ſtill in the capital, and the 
re- appearance of his recruits, for a freſh 
ſupply ot caſh, threw the country manager 
into the utmoſt aſtoniſhment: *I thought 
« by this time, gentlemen, ” ſaid Rvoxx, 
te that you were ſafe depoſited at Water- 
ford. No, fir,” rejoined EDWI X, 
te we ought to have been, but our ill ftars, 
* you ſee, have decreed it otherwiſe 


10 
— Tis true, tis pity, 
And pity it is tis true; a fooliſh figure, 
But farewell it, for I will uſe no art 
Mad you may grant us then; and now remains 
That you find out the cauſe of this effect, 
Orrather ſay the cauſe of our defect.” 


You know, Sir, it is our duty to ſubmit 
to the Gods, ſo I ſay nothing”---Grorer, 
though a good muſician, was terribly out, of 
tune at ſome ſentiments which his ear drank 
from the mouth of the manager, and Ep- 
win, to remove all antipathies, frankly 
declared that the Son of Orpheus and him- 
ſelf were both baſe men. 


The obligation of their going to Water- 
ford being urgent, and Mr. Ryprx not able 
to purſue his managerical ſcheme without 
their aſſiſtance, reluctantly advanced them 
another guinea and a half---the unfortunate 
pair n and with the aid of a Noddy* 

arrived 


* 


A ſort of one horſe chaiſe in which two or three 
travellers may be conveniently fituated, the Charioteer 
who drives the machine fits upon a ſtool elevated upon 
the Mats, juſt upon a level with the Travellers noſes 
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9 arrived at the field of Battle in eee 


more than two days. 


In purſuance of their letter of recommen- 


dation they took up their abode at a Gro- 


cer's Shopꝰ, where for want of employment 

(the company not being ready to perform) 
the game of Cribbage was introduced, and 
in lieu of caſh, this thoughtleſs brace of ad- 
venturers ſported Stockings againſt Stock- 
ings, and Handkerchiefs againfl Handker- 
chiefs, until they agreed that the whole of each 
wardrobe ſhould be played for as one grand 
ſtake, when fortune frowned upon the iti- 


74 


it has been obſerved that thoſe perſons have been loudeſt : 


in their praiſe of noddies whoſe olfagory nerves are moſt 
unperfet—— 


A Grocer's ſhop in the country towns of Ireland and 


even in the capital is materially different from a ſhop of the 
WF ſame denomination iu England—their principal articles of 
& conſumption are Whiſky, Claret, Brandy, Rum, Hol- 


lands Gin, London Porter, 'Tobacco of all forts, Strung 
Beads for Roman Catholics, Colours for Painters, ground 
Starch, Pummice ſtone, Tea, Sugar, Currants, Raiſins, 
Figs and dried Fiſh— * 
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nerant comedian, and the contents of Ep- 
win's cheſt of brown-paper was inſtantly 
transferred to the reſtricted bundle of the 
triumphant Fiddler. 


To this humiliating circumſtance was 
added another ; the Grocer produced his 
bill for board and lodging, and other inci- 
dental expences; this operated like a thun- 

der bolt upon the faculties of Eow1n---he 
reflected ſeriouſly upon his conduct, and 
a reform as well as mortification were the 
- profitable conſequences, 


Our Hero had the good fortune to pleaſe 
the town as an Actor, but the feſtivity of 
the Iriſh gentlemen prevented that cloſe 
attention to the duties of his ſituation which 
prudence commanded : Bacchus and Mo- 
mus frequently ſtood in his way, and the 
prevailing influence of thoſe merry Gods 
made him apparently a ſocial devil 


About this time Epwin conceived a paſ- 
3 „ 
4 f Fa * N 


C4) 
gon for the Wife of a Sea Captain, whoſg 
&Huſband 7 | 


Was to Aleppo gone, Maſter of the Tyger.““ 


The Lady was beloved at the ſame time 


: by che Dutch miaſtrel, and the corroding 
F paſſion of jealouſy ſeparated the wo inti- 
5 mates, and even a challenge was in agitationz 
5 as far as appearances could be relicd on, 
q Epwix was the favoured rival; his perſonal 
A addreſs in Romeo, CAPTAIN MacaraTtn, 
and Grorce BARNWILI, made a wonderful 
impreſſion upon the ſenſibility of the fair 
= object of contention, and threw the muſician, 
1 with his Bars, Refts, Cro!chets and qQuavers' 
- at an immeaſurable diſtance, and eftabliſhed 
7 the miniſter of Momus as the firſt fiddle 
N and beſt compoſer of a ſpeech for the car of 
% his beautiful miſtreſs. 
. The Dutchman's defect made him deſpe- 
rate, and he ſoon contrived to evince the 
. force of his malevolence by his ungentleman- 
8 like management of the orcheſtra :----The 


tomic opera of the Maip of the Mit, 
| furniſhed 
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a 
furniſhed an apt occaſion for the execution 
of his malice; for when Ebwix, who was , 
in high eſtimation for his ſinging in Sir 
Harry SYCAMORE, attempted the ſongs of 
that part, the perturbed deſcendant of Am- 
phion let down the ftrings of his violin, and 
influenced the reſt of the band to do the 
ſame ; the diſcordant mixture of ſounds 
occaſioned by this manceuvre was ſufficiently 
terrific 


« to aſſright the iſle from its propriety,” 


and not unlike the quarrelling for places in 
the upper gallery of a theatre, or the echos 
of Billingſgate on a market morning.---Ir- 
ſhould be noted, that Epwix ever after this 
affair has been diſguſted by the idea of a 


DvuTcu ConcerrT. 


I will leave the fiddler for the preſent and 
advert to the actors, who were like the 


up of raw recruits, whom 


& Their country vomit forth to deſperate actions 
and a ſure deſtruction.” 


5 | But 
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But their characteriſtic merits were more 
fully explained by ſome lines made by a wag 


of Waterford, which to ſpeak truly were 


aptly applied, and properly ſatirized their 
profeſſional inabilities.— | 


« I pray ye gentles common ſenſe reſpect, 
The art of acting well we don't expect; 
But yet we wiſh with all our hearts, 

That you would get your parts 

For as it ſtands, upon my ſoul, 

The prompter ſpeaks and plays the v helc.“ 


A young comedian in the country con- 
tents himſelf ſolely with the reputation of 
having his name in the play- bills for a good 
part, without labouring to know the direct 
letter of the colloquy, much leſs the meaning 
of the Author; and many an actor, almoſt in a 
ſtate of ſecond childhood, has claimed the 
part of a lover, for no reaſon more material 
than his having played the ſame character 
ſixty years Bly 


Our callow mouther of heroics began 
now to diſcover, like many great men, that 
the more his importance. was amplified as 
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an Actor, the. more his felicities were re» 
moved as a man he felt, that his 
compeers for Theatric honours could not 
bear a rival--his intentions were prejudged-- 
his pretenſions diſputed with petulance, and 
his good name became ſullied by the breath 
of calumny. 


* 


The force. of ſlandet in all ſtages of ſociety 
is a circumſtance that can never be ſuffici- 
ently regretted, and hoſtile to the beſt ends 


of our being---what I underſtand by fociety, 


is a ſtate of mutual confidence, reciprocal 
ſervices, and correſpondent affections: 


when numbers are thus united there will be 
an interchange of ſentiment and action, ho- 


nourable to our nature and beneficial to our 
ſpecies; but when ſpeech, that peculiar 
bleſſing of man, only operates as the inſtru- 
ment of obloquy to ſecond the purpoſes of 
ruin, I am inclined to wonder that the Om- 
nipotent ſhould intruſt a power ſo dange- 
rous to a race of babbling animals, who 
ſeem wantonly to murder human peace, 
unaccompanied by the pangs of remorſe or 
the dread of reſponſibility, 15 

| Sf: Actors 
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Actors are extraordinary people, and the 
circumſtance of one leaving a Theatre be- 
cauſe they denied him the performance of 
the Cock in HAurzr, and another laying 
claim to all ſpecies of fops becauſe he poſ- 
ſeſſed a bag wig and a ſword, will verify, in 
two inſtances out of a thouſand, that they as 
well as the reſt of mankind are not free from 


propenſities at once fatal and ridiculous. 


Epwix was not wholly uninfected with 
this profeſſional mania, and though he had 
a partiality for the Beaus of Comedy, re- 
fuſed playing the character of BRAZZEN, 
merely becauſe the regimental coat he had 
ſelected in the wardrobe had been previouſly 
engaged by Rypꝝx for the illuſtration of 
Cayrain PLUME, and leit another com- 
pany becauſe the Manager inſiſted on his 
taking Sir FRancis WRONGHEAD, when 
he wiſhed to aſſume CounT BASE 


Our adventurer's benefit at Waterford, 
the ſecond he ever had, and the firſt in point 
of profit, made him maſter of about twenty 
five pounds, which he took home to his 

lodging, 


C 

lodging, and depoſited in different places by 
turns, without enjoying the happineſs of 
thinking it ſafe in any—thus poor Epwin 
found that the acquiſition of wealth brings 
its concomitant ſolicitudes ; however he fixed 
upon his bed at laſt as the more ſecure ſi- 
tuation, but like moſt young men his trou- 
bles were but tranſient; the ſleep of the 
night deſtroyed the cares of the day; the 
Poppy had more effect than the pence and 
the money was left in the ſheets. 'S 


While at rehearſal his recollection re- 
proved his remiſſneſs; he ran home to his 
lodgings like a madman, and the pleaſure of 
recovering a property which he had never 
loft, gave his feelings the moſt exquiſite edge 


imaginable-«- 


Atſter this ſerious affright he © locked up 
all his treaſure” in a trunk---and applied to 
it whenever his wants urged him, and thoſe 
wants were not unfrequent. The ſum of 
twenty-five pounds was nearly conſumed in 
three weeks, and on his examining the por- 
table bank prior to his quitting the town, the 

impro· 


IM 
„ 
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. 
umprovident actor found that his purſe had 
given up the ghoſt, excepting the inconſide- 
rable ſum of ſixteen ſhillings. 


Oh prudence, how amiable is thy aſpect! 
whoever pays his devoir at thy ſhrine, retires. 
from the altar, ſatisfied in his own opini- 


on, and more eſtimable in the viſion of ſocie- 


ty---Thy influence, like the viſitation of 
the angels to Abraham, makes our dwel- ' 


-lings hallowed, and our charaQters approach 


to perfection Thou ſitteſt enthroned amid 
a buſy world, cloathed in pureſt veſtments, 
and alluring its - variegated tenants - to 


crowd around thee and be happy---Without 


thy ſmiles, we degenerate into brutes---withs 
out being obedient to thy ſuggeſtions, we 8 
come the inmates of torment. 


The facetious EDwIN was not proverbial for 
courting prudence when ſome years younger 


He expended the liberal gratuity of the 


good people of Waterford, in the haunts of 
folly and extravagance; and when his fi- 
nances were reduced to a truly unenviable 
Rate, he fat himſelf down upon the corner 
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vf his bed, reſting his chin upon the palm of 
his right hand; like Caius Marcius on a veſ- 
tige of Carthage, and aſter ejaculating a 
ſigh, which was drawn from the inmoſt 
chamber of his heart, moſt pathetically re- 
viewed his conſumptive purſe---turned both 
the pockets of his black galligaſkins infide 
out, and then exclaimed in the loudeſt ac- 
cents of woe, 


Faieu el to the neighing ſteed, and all the circum - 
ſtantial pomp and pride of Journey, 
My purſe is ſcant---my reputation's gone- 


Thus *Eowrn, the thoughtleſs Epwrx, 
was obliged in conſequence to walk to Dub- 
lin; and a long journey with but little mo- 
ney is not to be claſſed among the moſt de- 
ſirable accidents of our being--- | 


I do not know any circumſtance which ſo 


fully tends to juſtify the doctrine of predeſti- 
nation, as the behaviour of thoſe young per- 


ſons who have an ardent attachment to the 
ſtage---I think, tho' with ſome heſitation, 
that the impelling prejudices act more pow- 

erfully 


( 49 ) 


erfully upon the mind than even the fervour 


of outrageous love---in the firſt inſtance, the 
judgment is ſo entirely hoodwinked, that it 
becomes blind to every dreary proſpect 
which miſery can pourtray, and recedes-from 
the unerring arguments of conviction with 
as much ſeeming diſguſt as if the mtention 


was to injure and not befriend: the object of 


admonition--whereas in the inſtances of love, 
the ſenſes are never ſo wholly abſorbed, by 
paſſion or perverted by lunacy, but they can 


diſcover whether DeL1iaor Damon is crooked 


or ſtraight---ſhort or tall young or old--- 
but in whatever relates to the profeſſion of a 


dramatic life, the propriety of the meaſure + 


appears but a ſecondary confideration---the 
reſolution is upheld as the doctrine of fate, 


and they leap into the trenches of deſolation 


as felicitouſly, as if being hooted while 
exiſting and pitied when no- more, were 


among the choiceſt rewards of individual 


obſtinacy. 


The late Mr. Jacos HemeT, who has 
often related to me the calamities of his 
being, never appeared ſo much agitated by 
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the pangs of diſappointment. as when 
reciting the unaccommodating manner in 
which he was rejected by Mr. Rien, then pa- 
tentee of Covent Garden Theatre, when 
he produced a letter of recommendation 
from CoLLty CIBBER, and made an uncon- 
ditional offer of his ſervices to play the firſt 
line of tragedy ; tho' my old friend had ex- 
perienced as many ſerious unkindneſſes from 
fortune as moſt men, yet none apparently 
had clung with ſo much adheſion to his me- 
mory, or made ſo vaſt an inroad upon his 
peace or his ambition. 


In the courſe of the ſummer, Enwin recei- 
ved a card of invitation from Doctor LAN- 
DER, an apothecary of the town, to paſs the 
evening athis houſe ; and the occurrence not 
happeningon a play-night, he readily accept- 
ed the ſummons. (I ſhould obſerve that in 
moſt country towns the ſpirit of friendſhip 

operates as a Succedaneum for the honors of 
a diploma, and all apothecaries act as phyſi- 
clans withcut a due licence from the college, 
and this gentleman was, as uſual, dignified 
with the appellation of Doc rox) The room 
that EDpwis was ſhewn into was ſtrewed 


with 
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with camomile flowers, for the purpoſe of 
drying, excepting a ſpace round the table 
and a ſmall paſſage of communication be- 
tween that and the door, 


The company conſiſted. of the doctor and 
his friend, Goku the Dutchman and Eps 
WIN, who to be upon a level with the reſt 
| in point of drinking, was obliged, as coming 
laſt, to ſwallow three bumpers, an irreme- 
diable cuſtom prevalent of old among the 
convivial ſons of Ierne. 
The Docrox and Epwtn gave their ſongs 
by turns; the Doctor's friend played on the 
flute, and the fiddler exerciſed his profeſſio- 
nal ability ;for two hours the wine went 
round in rapid movements, and the four aſ- 
ſociates bumpered it away as if all the adyan- 
tages of fortune depended upon who ſhould 
drink moſt---but as it is decreed that ſublu- 
nary felicity ſhall not be durable, we muſt 
not be ſuprized that the feſtivity ofthe evening 
was marred by the intervention of diſcord: 
bur the diſcord moſt improperly originatec“ 


with the mufician, who to the amazement 
| RE of 
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. 
of the company on a ſudden refuſed to 
touch the ſtrings oſ his inſtrument, which ſo 
far diſguſted Ebwix, that forgetting the cere- 
monious obligations of a gentleman, he cal- 
led Georcr a raſcal, and was immediately 
knocked down by the enraged harmoniſt 
for the coarſeneſs of the appellation. 


Ebwix in getting up laid hold of the ta- 
ble for aſſiſtance, which was plentifully co- 
vered with bottles and glaſſes, and brought 
them all on the floor; a combat then 
was in agitation, and the parties ſtripped for 
battle, but the camomile flowers and the fur- 
niture of the room ſuffered more damage 
than either of the Heroes. 


The doctor's father, a very aged man, who 
was totally ignorant of the methods of actors 
and fiddlers, and perhaps ſeriouſly alarmed 
for the ſafety of kis ſon's property, ran up 
ſtairs in the midſt of the uproar, crying out, 
% Oh my god! oh my god, ſend for a 
Conſtable, ſend for a Conſtable,” and in his 
rage, fright and conſternation, ſnatched the 
wig off EDwix's head, and threw it into the 
8 ſtreet 3 


„ 
ſtreet; an over charged-kennel inſtantly 
carried it out of ſight, and poor EpwWIix 
was led home in a ludicrous ſtate, nan compos 
mentis, with à white handkerchief bound 
round his head, muttering death and de- 
ſtruction to the author of this dane 
diſgrace. 


Whether it was from the fear of a renewal 
of hoſtilities, or to juſtify the old faying, 
« that people are better friends after a 
battle than before,” I know not, but the 


Dutchman's rancour appeared to have ſub- 


fided, and the two affailants lived upon a 
more friendly footing than before. 


At this. period Epwix was paying his 
addreſſes to, or rather viſiting, a Miſs 
Hawk, an attractive Actreſs in the Wa- 


rerford Company; an invitation to dinner 
from the Lady to the Gentleman, had a 


wonderful effect on the latter, and matters 
went on as well as matters of that ſort could 
but whenever the fair appendage of Tha- 
lia and Melpomene touched upon the theme 
of matrimony, Epwin deſcanted upon the 


E 3 comforts 


* $a RN PY 
LF. —_— 2% 
—— : y — 


, as = 
- 7 3 — en 3.2” - 8 4 » 
* as - . -< * 1 * — _ 
* 
J = ef” * LIE THO n Rn wn = 


2 2 2 
* 22 


a” 


i 
ty 

K. 
7 
2 
* 
4 * — 
0 
$ 
Yo 
o- 
. 2 


= a * - — E 


. 

comforts of a good dinner the former had 
an amorous diſpoſition, the latter a good 
appetite-EDWIx's viſits were generally 
finiſhed before candle-light, and thoſe viſits 
were on the intervening days of acting, for 
it ſhould have been noticed, that the com- 
pany performed but three times a week ; 
after paying his adoration to the dramatic 
magnet of his wiſhes, he conſtantly finiſhed 
the day with the male members of the ftage 
---Miſs Hawx, the more to allure Eowin 
to the embraces of Hymen, diſplayed all the 
portable properties about her chamber with 
2 ſort of negligent oſtentation, and the fol- 


lowing is a partial ſtatement of her ward- 


robe. 


A Library or bundle of plays. 

A Tin Coronet. 

A black velvet viſor, almoſt brown with 
ſervice. | 

Three worſted feathers. 

A foil Ring ſet to imitate diamonds, 

A Necklace and Earrings. ditto, 

A Point Apron. 


& &5Þ 
8 
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. 
An old Hoop that had been worn by Mrs. 
Cin BER. 
A Braid for young Characters. 
A pair of red velvet Shoes for Queens. 
A Chip Hat for Shepherdeſles. 
A Cambrick Handkerchief for Tragedies, 


marked S. H. 

A needle book made of brocaded Silk ed- 
ged with Silver. | 

A large Briſtol ſtone buckle for a Ceſtus, 

Pearl powder. 1 | 

A portrait of Fanny HILL bunt at che 

A lump of Roſe Pink. bottom. 


Three falſe teeth and a Stomacher. 

Some bear's greaſe in a wafer box. 

A quantity of black pins. 

Court plaiſter for patches. 

Some lightning and rain in a brown paper 
bag. 

Two falſe rumps. 

A miniature picture of a gentleman in a red 
coat. 

And a broken french Fan illuminated with 
the ſtory of Cleopatra ſailing down the 
n to greet Mark Anthony. 


E 4 As 


: 8 MP 

As this affectionate pair were regaling 
after the repaſt one afternoon, the diſcourſe 
took a turn upon the wonderful effects of 
Harmony on the animal creation---Mifs 
Hawk brought forward the well known 
anecdote of Cerberus being ſubdued in Hell 
by the Lyre of Orpheus---the raiſing the 
Theban wall, and the no leſs marvellous 
matter of charming the tenants of the upper 
gallery in a Theatre by the exhilarating 
tune of the Roaſt beef of old England, or 
God ſave the King, with a chorus; to 
ſtrengthen theſe inſtances, Enwin ee 
the following lines. 


An TMPROMPTU. 
On the FORCE of MELODY, 


When Amphion was plung'd in deſpair 
In the waves, without learning to ſwim, 
He ſung adiſconſolate air, 

And a Dolphin came wriggling to him. 
But Phœbus who envied his ſong, 
Blaz'd the fierceſt of beams on the Sea 
Till the fiſhes beginning to ſweat, | 
Cried, . Curſe it, how hot we ſhall be!” 


my DP US” 


r 
The Lady inſtantly replied, “ that's a 
good one.” This pottical effuſion was fo 
well received by the laughing damſel, that 
Epwix ventured to produce a Sonnet, which 
he had compoſed during the infancy of his 
paſſion. 


S O VNV E 2. 
To Miſs SALLY Hawk, upon ber cruelties; 


Written by Jon x EDwin, Comedian, 
at the age of ſeventeen, in imitation of | 
SHENSTONE. 


Ah go ye little lambs, and nibble flowers, 
Or quench your thirſt at yonder purling ſtream 3 
For Cupid, cruel Cupid, chills my powers, 
And my fond wiſhes cheat me like a dream. 
- 


* Had this Sonnet, which is a palpable imitation of 
SHENSTONE's beſt manner, been produced at the preſent 
period, there can be no doubt but it would have proved 
an aggrandiſement of the late Mr. Epwix's fame, by ſhew. 
ing mankind thatindependent of his great merits as an Actor: 
he could write oceaſionally with as much pathos, delicacy 
and feeling, as Mrs. $M1T4, Mrs. YearsLy, Mr. Mrakr⸗ 
Mrs. Bak BAU, Miſs MokE, Mis: Cowley; MrCooreny 

| Mrs. 
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( 58 ) 
Te pretty birds that warble on the ſpray, 
The Goldfinch, Lark, the Linnet, and the Dove; 
Tho' my heart aches, yet you may all be gay, 
For you have never known the pangs of love. 


Or if you have, no ſad, no ſavage vows, 
Have kept your chirping miſtreſſes from ye, 
You aik no other houſes than the boughs, 
And bill and coo and fly from tree to tree, 
No /ithing Shepherd felt fuch pungent pain, 
Never before, nor never will again. 


The lady was fo much delighted with the 
beautiful imagery of the ſonnet, that ſhe in- 
voluntarily repeated, And bill and coo, 
c and fly from tree to tree.” I ſuppoſe it is 
almoſt unneceſſary to inform the reader that 
Epwin viewed his nymph through a me- 
dium of prodigious reſpect--he had always 
thought her as handſome as an angel, and 
began now to imagine her as chaſte as 
Dian---to ſpeak in the language of an ator, 
ſhe had wonderful merit in her line, could 


I 


Mrs. Roninsox, Mr. HavLEy, or even Mr. Ur roy 
himſelf I.! Upon the ſtrength of this performance, I ad- 
viſed Mr. Edwin to become a member of the Blue Stocking 
Club, but the player's modeſty ſuperceded his ambition, 
pad he relinquiſlied the idea 


buſile 


l 


zulile through three characters in the fame 
night was anxious to make herſelf 2, ef¹ to 
the manager. Seven or eight lengibs were 
nothing to her capacity ſhe could go or 
for any part at a day's. notice -valued her- 
ſelf on being a quick ftudy--never feigned 
illneſs or made the ſtage ſtand - could double 
and dreſs with any lady in the three king- 
doms, and actually performed on one night, 
Imoinpa and CAPTAIN DRIVER in ORoo- 
NOKO ; and on another, LADY TownLy 
and Johx Moov 1n the. PRovokep Hus- 
PAND, 


Heſperus beginning to twinkle through 
the canopy of the heavens, Enwin turned 
his thoughts upon departing in peace, firſt 
requeſting the loan of a play-book from 
Miſs Hawk's library to amuſe him in re- 
tirement=--the lady politely offered him As 
you like it, and Love finds the way, but En- 
WIN preferred Every man in his bumodff,. and 
Meaſure for Meaſure, 


A length is forty-two lines, 
N 


The 
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The ſeaſon allotted for their performance 
at Waterford being now expired, every 
actor's hope was fixed on his winter's en- 
gagement, and the company were convened 
by the manager to take a cheerful glaſs 
on their ſeparation : It was then that Epwin 
had the misfortune to diſcover from a 
Frenchman, a dancer, who went by the 
name of SHuTER, that after he had finiſhed 
his chaſte viſits to the agreeable Mifs 
Hawx, his companion who procured the 
means of ſubſiſtence by his dexterity on 
« The light fantaſtic toe,” uſed to ſucceed 
him as a lover, and reap the fruits of a 
fame, the unknowing comedian had only 
folly enough to rate ! | 


A few days previous to Epwin's quitting 
WATERFORD, a misfortune occured; it 
was ſimply this---A poor fellow of the name 
of PATRICK OfKrtacnrnan, in the honeſt 
endeaVbur to find his way home from a 
 Hhebeen houſe after dark, made a ſmall 
miſtake, took the helm of a Norway brig 
in the harbour for his own houſe, and in 


labouring to enter, ſtumbled over an 


eighteen 


( 61 ) 
eighteen-inch cable, fell plump into the 
river, and was drowned.—The body was 
taken up the next day, and agreeably to the 
cuſtoms of Ireland was to be waled the en- 


ſuing night---to this ceremony Epwin as 


a ſtranger was invited, and the more eſpeci- 
ally as he had often given the deceaſed a glaſs 
full of beverage, vulgarly called Waiskey. 


The Comedian went and found the mourners. 
aſſembled in a cellar under an uſquebaugh 


ſhop on the quay---after a formal intro- 
duction to the relative of the deceaſed, he 
took his ſeat among the reſt of the viſitors, 
and had his allotment of a pipe of tobacco, 
ſome grilled cake, ſnuff, and half a pint 
of ſpirits---the body was depoſited in a 
heavy elm coffin, which was placed upon 
two ſtools in the middle of the apartment 
with the lid half removed. Over this hung 


the gentle relict of the departed, bathing the 


cold forehead of her dead lord with tears - 


After many ghoſtly admonitions from PETER 


BalrLYBauGHn, the pariſh prieſt, the 
wretched lady permitted herſelf to be 
dragged from the corpſe---took @ /up of the 


Crater---fat down---h1id her countenance in 


her 
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( 62 
her hands and profuſely wept like another 
Alcyone !---The ſeat of lamentation however 
was not long unoccupied Jucey 
PoxsonBy, who was couſin-german to O' 

KrachEHAx's foſter- mother, uproſe from 
the corner of the room fle to the wooden 
caſe of benumbed mortality, and vented 
her grief in accents that were probably heard 
at a league's diſtance. When ſhe had re- 
peatedly ejaculated with great earneſtneſs, 
wringing her hands, «© Arrah now Pabpy 
c why did you die?“ the whole company 
united in a general pullulleloo, the noiſe of 
which almoſt breaking the drum of poor 
Epwix's ears, he was in the act of ſtofpNi ag 
them with his thumbs, which being per- 
ceived by his immediate neighbour, Brian 
QfRow, who dealt in fit and timber, at 
Dungarvan, he griped the left wriſt of the 
tremulous comedian, and vociterated, © why 
< bE---d-a-nouns man what are you about?“ 
This ſalutation brought Epwix to his ſenſes, © 
and he zealouſly joined in the pions orgies 
with all the devotion of a mad bacchanal.-- 


3 When 


663 | 
When this ceremony was concluded, 
SurLan MULLOWNEY. was called upon for 
a chaunt----after three loud hems, and two 
_ coarſe apologies, the fair digger of turf 
ſung, or rather bellowed as follows--- 


As my true love and I went truffing togedder, 

We called at the ſign of the griſken and medder 2 

Och there we danced launſtram poney togedder, 

And often cried whack for the other brown medders 
Sing furillulloo, turiddleliddlelull, burillulioo, turiddle- 

liddlelall, ſuriddle, turiddle, ſuriddle, and now 

boys go merrily wHACK ! 


When the lovely offspring of beauty came 
to the concluding monoſyllable V hact, all 
the aſſembly clapped their, hands loudly in 


uniſon, as if by inſtinct, and repeated the word 


with a ſonorous emphaſis - every thing went 
on as well as decency could expect, until four 
in the morning, when an inconſiderable 
affray took place---FaTHER BALLYBOUGH, 
who had been drowning his grief in vaſt 
potations of the Lethean juice, got up with 
much difficulty and reeled in a zig-zag direc- 
tion towards his clay-cold friend, whom he 
ſeized by the hand, and croſſing his breaſt 
thus ejaculated, © bad luck to you, Paddy 

now, 
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now, why was you after going to that 
ſame ſbebeen houſe without firſt aſking my 
lave my jewel? get out of that with your 
laughing, you comical. baſtard,” ſaid he 
tapping the forehead of the deceaſed, © to 
be ſure you don't remember when I cofched 
you. tickling KarTY MacroosTzR's under 
petticoat in the chapel itſelf you Spalpeen, 
laſt Lammas; but I forgive you with'all the 
veins. in my heart ſo I do---here you aaf of 
the world, take this and put it under your 
wig ;” continued the diſciple of Chriſt, 
ſticking a ſhort pipe between the teeth of the 
corple, © it will kape you comfortable in the 
winter months my, honey.” At this inſtant an 
old crony of Pappy's ftarted up, and thun- 
dering out a tremendous oath, by this book 
and I ſwear it,” uttered he, kiſſing the ſkirt of 
his coat, © but he ſhall have ſame ſuction as 
well as all tobacco d'ye ſee ;” and in the en- 
deavour to fix a bottle of ſpirits at his right 
ear, in which attempt he wasviolently oppoſed 
by the Prieſt, a ſcuffle enſued, which brought 
the contending parties, dead body and all to- 
the ground---the head of the coffin pitched 

unluckily 


os Cay 
unluckily upon the temple of THA 
FocarTY, who lay ſtretched upon the floor 


in a ſound ſleep, and had not his head been 


as thick and as impenetrable as the great wall 


of Tartary, or the Cones of Cherburgh, the 
abrupt viſitation muſt have ſhivered his ſkull 
to atoms---however the Fates interfered, 


and THapy gave an unerring teſtimony of 


his being in the land of the living, by enter- 
taining his friends for about ten minutes 


with a hideous roar, not entirely diſſimilar 
to the tones of a dying hog in the victualling 


office---the lifeleſs trunk was rolled by the 
concuſſion ſome yards on the floor, and 
ſtopped by Epwin's feet, who was ſo 
much alarmed at the accident, that to uſe 
an Iriſh phraſe, he gathered up his duds--- 
made but three ſtrides from the cellar to the 
ſtreet, and did not even think himſelf ſecure 
when he got neſtled, and trembling between 
the dowlaſs ſheets at his own dormitary. 


The preceding information relative to 


Miſs Hawk, eſcaped the lips of Snurzx the 


Dancer, when they were both labouring un- 
der the preſſure of inebriety-- but notwith- 
Vor. I. F ſtanding 
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ſtanding that, the humble repreſentative of 
fops and monarchs regiſtered the baſe tale 
in the volume of his brain, and the next 
morning paid the flippant Actreſs a viſit of 
reſentment, burſt the chains of affection 
aſunder in her preſence, pronounced the 
execrations of gallantry, and took a final 
leave in the following ſolemn declaration. 


“ Oh Madam, oh Miss Haws, I ſhould ſtill be happy » 
If the whole Camp, pioneers and all 
Had taſted your ſweet body, ſo I had nothing known.” 


He then told her of the voluptuous dan- 
cer's vain boaſting; and the indignant lady 
attempted to explain; but Enwin, like the 
firſt oracle of the law, aſſumed a contemptu- 
ous brow—leagued with ferocity—huſhed the 
Lady into ſilence and bid her fix her alons 
_ on any other dramatic pigeon, for he was re- 

| | ſolved that Miss Haw ſhould not make a 
prey of his affeftion. © Your books, madam, 
fajd he, like yourſelf, have deceived me; they 
are not Every Man in his Humour, and 
Meaſure for Meaſure, but Love's Labour Loft 
and the Devil to Pay,” He then leſt. the. 
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667 | 
polluted Daphne in tears with the ue 
ing quotation, which he delivered moſt tra- 
gically as he receded ſtep by ſtep from the 
preſence of the theatric enchantreſs: 


Intolerable deceit ! your ſex 
Was never in the right; you're always falſe, 
Or ſilly; even your dreſſes are not more 

Fantaſtick than your appetites; you think 

Of nothing twice: Opinions you have none. 
To- day you're nice, to-morrow not ſo free, 

Now ſmile, then frown; now ſorrowful, then glad; 
Now pleas'd, now not; and all you know not why: 
Virtue you affect, inconſtancy's your practice; 
And when your looſe defires once get dominion, 
No hungry Churl feeds coarſer at a feaſt; 

Every rank fool goes down.“ 


In the courſe of the ſummer Epwm res. 
ceived an invitation to the Edinburgh Theas 
tre, and the death of Mr. SrAuER * the low 


It is worthy of remark that the preſent juſtly celebra · 


ted Mr. Parsovs of Drury Lane Theatre was ſelected to 
ſucceed Mr, STamPER in conſequence of EDbwix's refuſal's 


by this circumſtance we learn that thoſe great men in their 
profeſſional capacity were cojemparary in fame during veer 
pro * u 
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Comedian, operated as an incitement in the 
Manager to ſolicit the aſſiſtance of Mr. Ep- 
WIN -Affairs were nearly brought to an iſſue, 
and an engagement between them determi- 
ned, but the want of a ſufficient ſum of mo- 
ney to accompliſh ſo long a journey, forced 
F Dwix once more to fight under the ban- 
ner of Mossop, and he left Waterford, Octo- 
ber the 15th, 1766, in company with Mr. 
RemincTcN the Comedian, to walk enſem- 
dle to Dublin. 


Caſh being very low with the improvident 
ramblers, and the ridiculous trouble of a 
wardrobe out of the queſtion, (for EDwin's 
whole ſtock remained in a ſmall trunk 
with his landlord for ever as a needful depo- 
ſit for non-payment of arrears,) theſe co- 
mic pedeſtrians, each armed with a ſplinter 
of ſhilelah, and a few ſhillings in their pock- 
ets, croſſed the river Suirt on their rout to 
Dublin, when the day was in the wane, and 
the yellow-haired God haſtily deſcending be. 
- hind the weſtern hills to reſt his radiant head 
upon the boſom of the humid Thetis. 


They 
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They had not proceeded more than three 
miles, when they were ſaluted on the ſhould- 
ers by SHUTER the dancer, who hearing of 
their departure, had with the greateſt rapidi- 
ty procured a piper, and overtook the actors 
at a little public caravanſera, but known in 
Ireland by the title of a *Sheebeen houſe--- 
The door of this low temple of good fellow- 
ſhip ſtanding invitingly open, they effected 
their entrance incontinently, and brandy be- 
ing the molt potent liquor to be procured, a 
bottle was inſtantly ordered, which, with the 
ſweet notes of the piper, who was an excel- 
lent performer, and a dance between the 
three comrades, occaſioned as much tempo- 
rary happineſs as can be experienced by any 
triumvirate in ſuch circumſtances. The 
brandy being out, the dancers ſomewhat fa- 
tigued, and that ſable intruder, night, giving 
them unqueſtionable proof of her approaches, 


HA Shebeen houſe is a mean cabin or hut, many of 
which are to be ſeen at convenient diſtances on the pub- 
lic roads of Ireland—the inhabitants deal in bad ſpirits, to- 
bacco and ale, which wy contrive to vend without pay- 
ing duty | 


they 


* J 
T N 6 1 Yi U'y b . he SF = 3 0 1 
1 ren 1 
r 


5 


+ 4 


” = A 1 


. 


wa = 


ee 
they thought it not altogether imprudent to 
ſeparate in purſuit of their ſeveral avocations. 


The dancer and piper returned to Water- 


ford, and the high-mettled actors to Dub. 
lin; but I ſhould have remarked that before 
they parted they all kiſſed the piper,* 


From this humble ſcene of feſtivity they 
trayelled half a league farther, and that com- 
pleated their firſt day's journey—at this point 
of their peregrination, on the left ſide of the 
road, they diſcovered a miſerable hut, one 
ſide of which was formed by the embank- 
ment of a ditch ; the walls were compoſed of 
mud and ſtraw, and its roof partially cover. 
ed with thatch, on which vegetation ſeemed 
to triumph in a variety of productions: they 
certainly would have miſtaken this building 
for a pig ſtye, if a pipe ſtuck in the edge of 
the roof, and a ſmall board affixed in the 
front, on which was ſcrawled, 


*# Kiſfing is a common mode of ſalutation among the 
peaſantry of Ireland, whoſe innocent, yet manly minds, are 
untinged with an idea that the joyful purpoſes of natare 
can be ſubverted by the hell- born dictates cf abomination, 
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« Dgy Lopcixc for Max and Honsz, by 
Darsy. Locan” had not informed them 
that it was the habitation of human beings : 
they hurried into this calamitous hut, and 
found a bed without ſheets, a piece of hung- 
beef in the chimney, that had been appa- 
rently nine times dried--ſome potatoes in an 
iron pot, and a tobacco pipe, which proba- 
bly had been common to the whole pariſh, 

ſeven inches in length, and as foul as the 
heart of that holy inquiſitor who gave Gali- 
leo to death: but even the coarſe fare of 
this rural Inn, with the kindly aſſiſtance of 
youth and good ſpirits, produced as much 
hilarity in thoſe wandering comedians as a 
dinner dreſt by CamyBtLL at the SHARK RES- 
PEAR x in his beſt manner would in the minds 
of individuals not ſo legally allied to mirth 
and good humour, 3. 
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The Hoſt of the Inn was the prototype of 
BoNNIFACE in the STRATAGEM, and his vo- 
ciferous information that you might have any 
thing elſe but the preciſe article after which 
you have enquired, was oddly verified by 
their not being able to procure viands of 

any 
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1 
any deſcription, excepting boiled potatoes 
and ſome hung beef as hard as the knots of 
an oak table ; but even hard beef and pota- 
toes are not to be rejected when men are 
hungry, and neceſſity gives the word of 
command. Epwix and REMINGTON were 
preparing for bed, when Georer the fiddler 


and another child of Phoebus made their ap- 


pearance in the offing; aſter mutual congra- 
tulations they agreed to join company, and 
purſue their journey the next day together, 
purſuant to this reſolution, 


When like a lobſter boil'd, the morn 
From hideous black to red did turn. 


They ſet off in deſpite of a gentle ſhower of 


rain, and for mere diverſion : when they arri. 
ved at a heath, they all four danced the 
witches reel in MacszTH to the melody of 
their own voices, and the entertainment of a 
few ruſtics, aſſiſted by a blind harper, who 
tho' well ſkilled in the ſweet airs of CaroLan, 
*knew as much about VzsTR1s, and the gra- 


* The harp or lyre of the ancients, ſo much celebrated by 

the Greek poets, was compoſed of an hollow frame, over 
| which 

Ces, 


7 


ces, as a haberdaſher does of Hebrew-EDwWIx 


ſeeing his companions and the clowns prepa- 
ring for their departure, demanded their at- 
tention while he preached them a ſermons 
and on his promiſing to be as conciſe as poſ- 


ſible, they readily complied, and he began as 


follows 


In the fifth chapter of Job, verſe the 


ſeventh, you will find theſe words, 


which ſeveral ſtrings were thrown, probably in ſome ſuch 
manner as we ſee them on a harp and dulcimer. They 
did not much reſemble the viol, as the neck of that inſtru. 
ment gives it peculiar advantages, of which the ancients 
ſeem to have been wholly ignorant the muſician was ac- 
cuſtomed to ſtand with a ſhort bow in his right hand and 
a couple of ſmall thimbles upon the fingers of his left: with 
theſe he held one end of the ſtring, from which an :cute 
ſound was to be drawn, and then firuck it immediately 
upon the bow—In the other parts he ſwept over eyery 
firing alternately, and allowed each of them to have its 
full ſound, This practice became unneceſſary afterwards, 
when the Inſtrument was improved by the addition of 
new ſtrings, to which the ſounds correſponded. Horace 
tells us, that in his time, the lyre had ſeven ſtrings, and 
that it was then much more mulical than it had been ori 
ginally—— 
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« Man is born unto trouble as the ſparks fly upward” 


I wall divide this diſcourſe (faid Epwra) 


and conſider it under the three following 
heads. | 


s Man's ingreſs into the World, 
2 A Man's progreſs through the World, 
3 His egreſs out of the Warld. 


And 1 A Man's Ingreſs into the World, is naked and 
bare, 


2 His progrefs through the World, is trouble and 
care. | 


3 And laſtly, his egreſs out of the Wm is 
{ROAR knows where, 


To Conclude. 


If we do well here, we ſhall do well there, 
I can tell you no more, if I preach a whole year. 


The Song of © Four and twenty fiddlers all 


on à rot, by Erwin, and a mock Hornpipe 


by RemixGToN, who drew the flap of his ſhirt 
out of his breeches before to anſwer the idea 
of trowſers, while the ftrolling muſicians 
ſawing out the tune with all their art finiſhed 
the performance this combination of drol- 


eries occaſioned much genuine laughter, 


and 


| Q-15 
and the actors and their audience parted 
infinitely pleaſed with each other. 


After theſe ridiculous vagaries, a ſmart 
walk of about fifteen miles brouht them 


to a village where they breakfaſted and dried 


their habiliments---before their repaſt was 
finiſhed, a poor filly fellow called BiLLy 
BAKER, who had been in the Waterford 
company, made his entre; this lad, they 
found afterwards, had ſeen the party on their 
march from a hill at ſome diſtance, and en- 
quired them out from ſtage to ſtage---An 
inclination for the honours of the drama, 


without the leaſt pretenſion to ability, was' 


the cauſe of BILLY Baxtr's bankruptcy in 


fame and circumſtances : this glaring in- 


ſufficiency induced ſome comical. rogues 
in Dublin, to perſuade BILLY to join Mr. 
Ryper's company at Waterford, at the ſame 
time intimating. that he was in want of a 
ſinger, and a man of his particular merits - 
The weak lad, who was profeſſionally a 
Baker, took their advice literally---left his 
iriends---went to Waterford, and confidently 
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applied to Mr. Rypts for an engagement, 
who ſeeing him a poor deluded being, 
and pennyleſs, received him into his com- 
pany from motives of compaſſion, to aſſiſt in 
the menial offices of the ſtage, ſuch as car- 
rying meſſages---hallowing and ſhouting 
behind the ſcenes---repreſeating dumb lords 
---ſtateſmen, conſpirators and peaſants--- 
joining in the chorus of © one and all” „ we 
do Ce he will“ 4 Bravo,” &c. ſupport- 
ing the ſide wings, and bowing to every ba- 
ſnaw of an Actor, who had the merit to 
perform a King or a Conqueror, and re- ä 
ceive a more conſiderable ſalary than him- | 
ſelf---The audience obſerving his folly, and 
finding he had been a Baker, and his name 
Billy, gave him the familiar title of BiLLy 
BAKER, which was continually vociferized 
by ſome of them, whenever he made his 
appearance on the ſtage: Well done, Bil- 
LY”---<< BRAVO, BILLY Bakxer”---< that's 
right, BILLY! --- were the conſtant ſalutations, 
and BILLY, though the worſt comedian in 
the company, attracted as much notice, and 

occaſioned as much merriment as the beſt. 
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A 
Epwix aſked the Baker on his arrival if 
he had any money to bear his expences to 
Dublin, but Billy replied 


«. Alas I have not a ducat in the World,” 
« Yet am I in love, and pleas'd with ruin.“ 


Why then, replied one of the wags, Coin 
« your noſe,” for be it obſerved that BiLLy 
had an immeaſurable proboſcis, with a large 
red pimple on the tip, and Epwin remarked 
that it was the firſt time he ever could per- 
ceive humour in the baker's countenance--- 
The actors conſulted on a method to bring 
him to his friends, and after a variety of 
reſolutions, it was at laſt agreed to take him 
into their ſervice during their journey ; and 
BILLY BAKER was accordingly ſworn in as 


principal Valet de Chambre to thoſe erratic. 


claimants of the ſock and buſkin. 


The two fiddlers parted with the actors 
after breakfaſt, each taking a different path, 
and the journey to Dublin (excepting the 


pain of ſore feet, occaſioned by unuſual 


exertions) was rendered very pleaſant by the 
attentions 
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attentions and ſervices of Brrt.y--their own 
obſervations- freaks of fancy -and the 
peculiar eccentricities of the Irifh peaſantry, 
who abound in more oddity, whim, and 
good-nature, than any other ſet of people on 
the habitable globe, 


Epi x was accuſtomed to ſpeak thus appro- 
priate of Ireland--The graces of hoſpitality 
vere never more beautifully preſerved than in 
our ſiſter, kingdom; there Urbanity fits upon 
every threſhold to beckon the way-worn tra- 
veller to participate the comforts of domeſtic 
peace, while Charity, like a modeſt inmate 
of the manſion, labours with gentle offici- 
ouſneſs, to reduce the miſeries of their com- 
mon gueſt it cannot be ſufficiently la- 
mented, when ſuch kindneſſeſs are admini- 
ſtred to an object unworthy the regards of 
virtue Our approximate iſlanders are 
not predamned by the agonies of ſocial ſuſ- 
picion - there local integrity ſu bdues the 
harbinger of guilt, and, they exiſt hood 
winked to the vices of more artful nations 
they receive the blandiſhments of deception 
as the arguments of ttuth, and become feli- 


citous 
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citous from a privation of knowledge--in the 
poignant and pleaſant qualities of wit, they 
are unrivalled, though peculiarly delicate, in 
the application of the point--poſſeſling ſen- 
ſations which cannot brook an inſult, they 
are cautious of entering into a ftate of per- 
ſonal defence, for an error which the head 
may engender unauthorized by the emotions 
of the heart---they are dignified in the 


archives of Paphos as the ſelected miniſters . 


of VEnus---being intrepid and unſophiſtica- 
ted, their action is firm, and their dition 
energetic---when a poliſhed Iriſhman iſſues 
a vow to the daughters of beauty, it is the 
rhetoric of a hero ſoftened and adorned by 
the ſolicitudes and imagery of love---in 
ſhort, the kingdom ſeems in the aggregate 
as the laſt and moſt favoured work of hea- 
ven, who affixed it on the weſtern extreme 
of the univerſe to elude the complicated 
ſorrows of thoſe empires which rancorouſly 
elbow each other on the vaſt ſcale of crea- 
tion, and to be illumined with the final 
beam of day, when the ſun ſinks for ever, 
and temporal glory is no more ! 
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Enpwix and his friend taking ſome refreſh- 


ment at the door of a public - houſe, obſerv- 
ed at a diſtance, a large handſome manſion 
as objects of greatneſs always beget 
curioſity, they immediately enquired who 
was the poſſeſſor ? The landlord informed 
them his name was Sir FeLix O'Boro, and 
faid at the ſame time, © you muſt know by 
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the Immaculate that he is a comical 
Colman, for when I firſt came to reſide 
here from ſweet Ballinamona about five 
years ago, he conſtantly came to my houſe 
in the evening to take a ſup of the 
righteous, as he called it, which you 
muſt know my honey, was Brandy and 
Water---Says he to me one day, you 
Vokkkx, you BLARNEY GALLAGHER, 
where are you after buying your Brandy?“ 
At PRtLAu O'SHaucantssy's, in 
Thomas ſtreet, ſaid I, your honour.” - 


By the powers of Mary KELLx, ſaid he, 


you'll get it better at THADbY GEOGHE= 
GHAN'S, and ſo d'ye ſee to oblige ſo good 


a cuſtomer, I ſent to the Spalpeen he re- 


commended, for a large quantity,, when, 
oghone, what the devil do you think he was 
after 
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after doing ?” I don't know upon my ſoul, tt- 
plied Epwin. © Why then I'll tell you by 
the holy Peter, arrah mon jowl, bad 
luck to him I ſay, when the brandy arrived, 
may my-mother's ſon be Spiflicated if he did 
not take torum; and ſo my dear fellows the 
Coniac remained as quiet in my cellar, agra, 
as the ſpirit of a ſaint in the third heaven l 


ce Pray friend, ſaid Erwin, the queſtion 


being - ſomewhat apropos, permit me to aſk 
it,” ee as many queſtions as you like, rejoin- 
ed the hoſt, for I dare ſay by the twiſt of 


your muſcles that it is a good thing.” «Why 
then, continued Epwin, be ſo condeſcend- 


ing, ſo civil and familiar, as to tell me what 
this means. 8 


A diſappointed lobſter and an oyſter in love 
FOR 
ELIZABETH CANNING and a willow bonnet are to be 


expreſſed by the name of a liquor much in uſe in this 


country». 


« By the piper of Bleſſingtown ” faid the 


' Landlord, but you are a rum fellow.“ Why 


then, retorted Epwin, © if that's the caſe, 
vol. 1. G I'l 
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= to brandy, ſo here's my ſervice to your 
friend at the large houſe on the hill,” The 
conviviality of this party was ſomewhar 
{ſtrengthened by the aſſiſtance of a French- 
man, who at that inſtant called for a jorum 
of ale, and ſat down on a ſcat made of green 
ſods at the door. 


A Frenchman in the boſom of Ireland ap- 
pears at beſt but a ſingular being—there- 
- fore the actors, as well as the hoſt, made 
ſomewhat free with what they thought the 

abſurdities of his character. The converſa- 
tion taking a ſerious turn, ReminoToN and 
the ſhrugging ſubject of Louis quinze got in- 
ta a dialogue, in a ſmall degree tinctured 
with aſperity; the theme was the French lan- 
guage, and they diſputed with ſome warmth 
upon the pronounciation and propriety of 
particular words—the Engliſhman had ſtu- 


* Itis to be lamented that the lower orders of ſociety 
in Great Britain and Ireland feel an unwarrantable and cru- 
el propenſity to treat foreigners with diſreſpe, and this 
conduct muſt appear to them the more extraordinary, as 
ite very idea of being a ſtranger on the eontinent ope- 
mae only to make the natives more ciyil and attentive--- 
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died the idiom with great attention, and was 
grammatically grounded in both Latin and 
French on the contrary the foreigner knew 
no more of his own language than what was 
indiſcriminately and generally ſpoken ; and 


found ir as difficult to defend what he had 


advanced as a lawyer will probably on the 
day of judgment, ſhould he preſume to put 
in his claim for the benefits of ſalvation 
The material bone of contention was a tech- 
nical term—afcer much altercation and many 
poſitive declarations on both fides, the 
Engliſhman faid with much modeſty (for 
REemincrTon certainly poſſeſſed modeſty, tho? 
he had trod the ſtage for ſeven years) © well, 
Monſieur, I am perfectly convinced that I 
am right, but am alſo equally aſſured it is 
impoſſible to convince you againſt the cur- 
rent of your inclination, for I perceive that 
your opinions are completely Hudibraſtic. 


40 The man convine'd againſt his will, 
6 Is of the ſame opinion ſtill.“ 


But I will have my aſſertions decided by 
any man of letters in the village” ---Here the 
G 2 . French» 
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Frenchman raiſed the laugh againſt himſelf 
by eagerly replying, © Ver good---ma foi--- 
man of letters! ha, ha, ha! vat de poſtman 
I ſuppoſe ?. So i'ts a poſtman you were 
after talking about, rejoined the hoft, © by 
my fait that puts me in mind of a ſtory d'ye 
| fee---You muſt know Gentlemen, but firſt 
here's my hearty ſervice to you, that I lived 
once about a mile on this ſide of Cork, my 
jewel; and Mr, SauTes, that comical fon 
of a Canary---I mean the play- actor my 
dare, who kept Smock-alley in credit, ſtop- 
ped at my door one ſummer afternoon as it 
may be now d'ye ſee to be ſure I didn't 
give him a keemeelafaultu, and what d'ye 
think he wanted? Why I'll tell you, pulla- 
loo Katty, to ax me whereabouts the town of 
Bottle-ftopper was.---Is it Bottile-ftopper you 
want, ſaid myſelf, ſo I ſays to my wenches 
here, you Jucey, KArHLEEN, Noran, 
can you tell where the town of Bottle-fopper 
ſtands ?”---< The de'el burn me,” anſwered 
Bote the girls,” © if ever I heard of it.” 

Upon which ſaid I ro SyuTzR, get out of 
that, wid your joking man, are you after 
coming here to bodder us?“ -- Not I, 
f 5 | upon 


3 

upon my Kiddy,” ſaid SuuTER; © pozzo- 
rozativo, galluminevus, tuſhmereen, ox- 
umbroſho, peloteero, pottowouſki, ſnaggs ; 
but my boy, as you don't underſtand Greek 
I perceive, tell me what place is that great 
town yonder ? ”----<* That town,” faid I, 
« why bad manners to you, that's Cork to 
be ſure,” - Why then you filly bh, 
replied SHUTER, © is' not Cork and Bottle- 
ſtopper the ſame thing?“ 


This landlord, who was a droll fiſh, 
called NED SHUTER a wet actor, and con- 
feſſed that he had no violent objection to the 
crater himſelf---told his gueſts that he ſel- 
dom went to bed ſober, and was never up 
long before he was tipſy---knew every ſtage 
of intoxication, and almoſt every name and 
mode of expreſſing it according to the hu- 
mour of the ſpeaker, 


«Obſerve me now ſaid he—a Fop of a fel- 
Jow would ſay, a man in that ſituation was 


* The uſual aſſeveration of the late lamented ED WAR 


SHUTER, | | | 
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Horus, non ſe ipſe, elevated, electriſied, or 
non compos mentis -A penny barber would 
ſay, he was in the ſuds, or terribly cut—and 
ſo honies a ſailor would talk about his being 
Half ſeas over—acroſs the line, out of bis 
latitude—another would ſay, he had bunged 
his eye, was knocked up bow came you ſo— 
bad got his little hat on-—bad been in the ſun 
as in for it—much diſguiſed—Clipped the 
King's engliſh—-Boſky—-Fuddled—-muddled 
Tipſy—Dizzy—-Muzzy—-Sucky— Rocky — 

Groggy—Blind as Chloe — Mops and brooms — 

But what ſignifies my ringing the changes 

upon the phraſes of Bacchus to fuch milk- 

ſops as you? continued the landlord, you 

are all too ſober to be honeſt fellows—meet 

three Engliſhmen and you may catch two 

*philoſophers—ſo here is wiſhing you all 

| | | better 


The Engliſh, by various writers on the continent, as 
frequently as by the Iriſh, have been ſtiled a nation of phi- 
bofophers ; whether this was meant as a compliment, or 
otherwiſe, remains as yet to be determined—there is a 
glimmering of ſarcaſm in the remark, obviouſly reduc- 
tive of our ſelf-love as combined individuals, but yet not 
ſufficiently palpable to be directly applied to our diſad- 

| vantage 
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better education Thus he exhauſted the 
bottle by degrees till he Fn as drunk as 
Silenus. 


While our hoſt lay ſnoring by the fire- 
ſide, RemincTon told a ſtory which he 
averred to have happened at Ballyſhannon, in 
the county of Donegal---The Lord of the 
Manor of that diſtri&, having an urgent oc- 


| vantage as a people the term philo/opher was firſt adop- 


ted by the ſage of Samos, but aſſuredly not meant to con- 
vey the fame oſtentatious idea as it does at preſent—Py- 
THAGORAS was the firſt of the Sophiſts whoſe modeſty 
inclined him to reject the appellation of ci for that of a 
lover of wwiſdom—with us it rather ſeems to imply firmneſs 
under the embarraſſments incidental to our being, 
than eagerneſs to embrace the points of learning—in 
the preſent fingular ſtate of ſociety, a man need only be 
very ſtupid and very filent to acquire the character the 
meaning of the term certainly changes with the operations 
of accident - the ſtudy of modern philoſophers is not, like 
that of the antients, confined to the obſcurities of the 
ſchoot. Des Cax res, Locke, MoxTEsQUuIEv, andMAv- 
PERTTIVS, were as eminently noted for poHſh of exterior 
as intelligence of mind, but when the vulgar of Britain are 
denominated philoſophers by a foreign obſerver, I cannot 
believe the obſervation is meant to be ſubſervient to their 
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caſion for a ſum of money, which had heen 
due to him for ſome time from one of his 
Tenants, who kept the ſign of the Three 
Compaſſes in that town, diſpatched his Stew- 
ard with particular orders to return the ſame 
night,. and bring the caſh with him at all 
events---The Steward arrived at Ballyſban- 
non in the afternoon on the fair-day, and was 
not a little ſurpriſed to find that both ſides 
of the highway, for a mile before he entered 
the town, were flanked by a prodigious 
number .of men and women, wha lay proſ- 
trate in the laſt ſtage of drunkenneſs---When 
he arrived at the auberge, he was conſidera- 
bly chagrined to behold the hoſt of the Com- 
paſſes preciſely in the ſame ſtate : but what 
could he do in ſuch circumſtances? his maſ- 
ter was inexorable in his commands, and the 
completion of his wiſhes was apparently im- 
poſſible; he told his tale to a number of per- 
ſons who had aſſembled in the Kitchen, 
among whom was a Horſe Doctor; who 
undertook to reſtore the Landlord to ſobriety 
in five minutes, for a trifling gratuity; the 
thing appeared to be impracticable, but as 
deſperate men graſp at ſhadows, the ſolici- 
tous 
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tous domeſtic complied with the terms---the 
Hippocrates of quadrupeds inſtantly called 
for a lighted candle, took off the flaxen wig 
from the cranium of the luſty hoſt---applied 
the blaze of the taper to the top of his ſkull, 
which was damped by the ſpirit of the li- 
quor, having oozed through the pores--- 
it immediately caught fire, and having burnt _ 
blue for three minutes and a half, the Lord 
of the three Compaſſes ſtarted from his chair 
with all his faculties in perfetion—ſtood as 
perpendicular as. the Trajan column and 
executed incontinently the wiſhes of the 
Steward to the amazement of a gaping aſ- 
ſembly. 


The various epithets applied by the Land- 
lord to expreſs intoxication, induced Re- 
MINGTPN to deſcant thus---* It is curious, 
continued he, to obſerve the different words 
and methods different characters have of 
aenominating the ſame vice or virtue---and 
a Turk, a Bramin, a Perſian, an Indian, 
or any inhabitant of any country whoſe cuſ- 
toms and dreſs are widely different from our 
own, may poſſeſs in his ſentiments all the 


moral 


LP ). | 
moral dignity that ſhould ſublime the human 
heart, and yet excite by his manner and lan- 
guage the ridicule rather than the reſpe& 
of an European auditory. 


Cuſtom and faſhion reconcile all things, 
and there is a faſhion even in our ſpeech as 
well as in our drapery, which changes al- 
moſt annually---within a few years every 
thing has been immenſely great, immenſely little-- 
Bippr TireeT from the Cloiſters in Smith- 
field, could not drink tea at the White 
Conduit Houſe, with Maſter Paxcnment 
from Blow-bladder-Street, unleſs it was an 
immenſe fine day, yet probably it might rain 
fo immenſe there can be no going no where 
without a Coach Then we were tormented 
with the high-ſounding epithet, elegant upon 
all occaſions - an elegant Houſe, elega -t Gar- 
den, elegant Air, elegant Water, elegant Fire, 
came rapidly from” the contracted lips of 
every liſping ſpinſter within the bills of mor- 
tality- anon every thing was the Barber, 
and if even a chimney- ſweeper ran againſt 
a decent perſon, it was the Barber - the 
Barber then gave way to the Shaver, and we 

were 
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were trimmed by the Shaver, from Picca- 
dily to Wapping---then every thing was a 
bobby horſe ; whether a man was fond of 
Hunting, Drinking, Wenching, or Ga- 
ming, it was a hobby b3rſe---to the hobby 
horſe ſucceeded the Macarom, and he nomi- 
_ nated every rational creature a Bore, ex- 
claimed, it was all that ſort of thing---juſt ſo 
---very---vaſtly, and quite the rage. 


Some perſons groſsly miſapply their words 
=--a5 light as lead---as heavy as a feather 
Others make ſimilies in telling a ſtory totally 
irrelative and unappoſite. One man was 
faying to another, © as I was croſſing a field 
I ſaw a Bull who run at me like pardition, 
I run away like Thunder, and as I was en- 
deavouring to jump over a ſtyle, I tore my 
breeches as if Heaven and Earth were coming 
together” To how many ules the word Jack 
is applied! there is 


A] ack to pull off your boots. 

A Jack to roaſt meat. 

A black varniſhed: ] ack to hold liquor. 
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A Jack dancing on the key of a Harp- 
ſichord. 
Then we have a fiſh called a . and a 
beaſt called a J Ac 
You'll find a Jack Kren in London, 
and a Jack Daw in the Country. 
The Lion has his Jack-aLL in the 
foreſt, the bowler has his Jack . 
the Green. 
The Gameſter has his Jack upon the 
| cards. 
And there is a SMokE Jack, 
A Jack twiſted upon the Spritfail top 
head. 
A Jack a Dax. 
JACK a STYLES. 


A Jack a LaxnTHORN, 


And a Jack a Napes, 

In France a Briton is called Jack Roast 
BEEr. | 

In England we call him Joux But. 


But apprehenſive that the deſcriptive 
Jack will play the Will-o'th'-wiſp with my 
faculties, and lead me into the moraſſes of 
ain I ſhall drop the family of the Jacks 


entirely, 


J. 
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entirely, which are as numerous and ref- 
pectable in this kingdom, as the family of 
the Srarrs mentioned by Isaac BickeR- 
STAFF, Eſq---the family of the, WronGe 


HEADS known in every country—the O's of 
Ireland or the Macs of Caledonia, 


But to return to the Hero of theſe me- 
moirs, I muſt acquaint the reader that after 
RMIN Oro had finiſhed his ſarcaſtic diſſer- 
tation, the comical triumvirate paid the 
amount of their bill and departed—when 
they had journeyed for three days and a half 
thro' flinty roads and bye-ways, up hill and 
down dale—thro' bog and thro' briar, they 


arrived in Dublin, very much fatigued, 
ſhoeleſs, pitiable, joyleſs and pennyleſs. 


Bitty BAKER was immediately diſpatch 
ed to raiſe the ſupplies, or in other words to 


borrow money of the charitably inclined; 


but whether it aroſe from the ill ſucceſs of 
his negociation or his ingratitude I am not 
completely informed, but certain it 1s that 
his forlorn friends never ſaw him more, and 


Epwix and REMINGTON walked to the Caſ- 
| = Ti | tle 


3 


y N " = 9 4 "x * . - wr. 
1 1 = - £ > * „ * Wa. - * 54 
2 — — 2 - * 
A * LC . 3 5 — — 
— "A 7 ut 4 4 
3 7 7 D 7 - | 1 6994 a 4 
1 + > 4 * 1 — A r * WE — = 9 
LE 4 * 5 4, — / . ew -- 4 "i — HS _ * _, 4. S £ 
— i 4 £ —_ 1 4 me F I 
* 5 6 „ me S5 — 3 ; 
— 7 e \ -) 1 . = . — 25 * — + hes — 
. - * 4 4 1 4 — « 
OI — = 4 — oy 
«w — . 2 
:Z 


— 


932 8 
— 2 — —— 


— 
— — 


— — — 


BY | 
17 


( 94 ) 
tle bagnio on Temple Bar, with inteſtines 


uncheered by the comforts of a ſupper, to 


chaunt ungorged with dainties their evening 
oriſons—reſt their weary extremities, and 


wait for the viſitations of Aurora to try the 


brittle friendſhip of ſome monied varlets who 
had the honor to ſtand enrolled in the cata- 
logue of their aſſociates 


After a night of mental perturbation— 
ſhorr ſlumbers heavy ſighs - vociferous 
ſtarts and much kicking and growling in 
ſpirit, the cock crew— the majeſty of the 
hill of Howth was arrayed in purple—andthe 
golden treſſes of Apollo perceptible over the 
Horizon of Dublin Bay—to be familiar, the 
morning came at laſt, and ReminoTon fal- 
lied forth to make the ſerious attempt, while 
Epwin was left in pledge for the reckoning, 
and happy for both parties the cherubs of 
charity were complacent, and Rxm1wncToN's 


application not fruitleſs, 


The ſight of a guinea revived poor EDwIix 
from depreſſion he threw the cloak of laſſi- 
tude from his ſoul—his pertneſs became re- 

braced 
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braced—and he took in conſequence a 
lodging on the Batchelors Walk in the ſame 
houſe with JET Vs and his Wife, who had 
performed at Waterford in the Summer and 
belonged to the Theatre in Smock Alley, * 
which remained under the conduct of Mr. 
Moss0pP— 


That Theatre opened ſoon after Epwin's 
arrival in the capital, and tho' the payments 
were irregular and ſcanty, Diſcretion made 
up the deficiency—three weeks often paſſed 
on without a moiety of a weck's demand, and 


then perhaps there was an office of payment 


on a Saturday night after the performance; 
on the arrival of that Actors, Painters, 
Carpenters, Taylors, Scene men, Fiddlers, 


_ Lamplighters, Painters, Door-keepers, 


Compoſer's, Property-men, Copyilts, 
Prompter, Call-boy and Authors, all preſſed 
forward to the office, treading on each others 
heels and toes—wreltling, ſnarling, joſtling 
and digging with the e like ſo many 
candidates for the laurel when the deſtinies 
biſect the thread of a courtly poet's exiſtence. 
Thus in ſtrong compacted bodies moved the 

motley 
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motley famiſhed congreſs towards the cheſt 
which contained the ſinews of dramatic le- 
giſlation -a hundred tongues wagged at once 
in the full diapaſon of horror, and ſeriouſly 


demanded, as with one voice, if money was 
to be bad??? 


Mr. CuRISsTIE, the treaſurer, held a moſt 
unpleaſant office, and the titles beſtowed on 
him by thoſe who were unfortunate enough 
to be left out of the liſt of payments, were 
not compoſed of the pleaſanteſt ſyllables of 
the language, 


Ejaculations of deſpair and looks of melan- 
choly were heard and ſeen in almoſt every 
viſage—Alecto and her inexorable affinitives 
ſeemed to marſhal the viciſſitudes of the aw- 
ful moment.— 


PereTTI the Italian Singer's mode of ad- 
dreſſing the treaſurer was rather whimſical: 
«© SIGNOR CHRISTIE, tella me Sir, is dere 
any monies for me ?”—as the anſwer in nine 
inſtances out of ten, was conveyed in a ſnug 
negative, he uſually followed up the demand 
thus: © Cotta bleſsa my ſoul—cotta dam--- 
dis is pretty vel bad---ah me wiſh me was 
at 
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at Londres Cotta bleſſa Covent- garden in 


Londres Cotta a bleſſa a you, Sicnok 
BRD voi avete un buono cuor?, I ſhould 
inform the reader that PER had ſung the 
preceding winter at Covent Garden Thea- 
tre, and whoever has been in that ſeminary 
of the muſes, while under the direction of 
Mr. Beard, Mr. CoLMan or Mr. Har- 
x1s, muſt have experienced the moſt rigid 
punctuality in pecuniary matters, and a cer- 


tain politeneſs of demeanour, which if even 


diſſembled, never failed to endear both the 
obliger and the obliged. . | 


Epwix had the good fortune to be of 
much uſe in the buſineſs of the Dublin 
Theatre, and conſequently often had the ſa- 
tisfaction to receive one half or a third af 
his ſalary; a bleſſing that was not generally 
extended to his compeers. | 


The laugh-creating ſubject of theſe me- 
moirs, has frequently declared to me, that it 
was at this ſtage of his being, when he firſt 
began to feel the ſprings of ambition moving 


in his mind hen the ſeeds of that honbur- 


able reſolution to be a great man were firſt 
pj, 1 H ſoywn, 
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fon; ſeeds Which have been ſince fructified 
with fo mich advantage to the character of 
the deadl mimic of Momus and the tempora- 
ry felicities of ſociety he adopted the ad- 
vantagedus idea that all excellence is acqui- 
red by progreſſion, and was reſolved that no 
day ſhould be ſacrificed to oblivion before 
it had yielded ſome additional ſtrength to 


his experience thus copying the ſublime ex- 


ampleof Aries, and the Caracci, who to whet 
the impulſe of vaulting glory, and keep the 
guardians of genius from ſlumber, had the 
following inſcription blazoned in large letters 


in their ſchools of deſign— 


Nillt dies fine linea, 


By this method they made an imagination 
rich, which probably was not originally 


promiſing, and like a ſterile promontory fer- 
tilized by cultivation, were enabled by the 
Aids of art to implant and call forth images 
of beauty into bloſſom, which nature inten- 
ded ſhould be foreign to the ſoil ! 


The : mrcictions occaſion by non-pay 
ment 
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ments frequently produced ſome whimſical 
* events—MossoP's lodging had a communi- 
cation with the Theatre, and Tzxovcer, 
who had received a freezing negative in re- 
gard to payment, vowed vengeance on the 
Manager- Ventre bleu J vill go up ſtairs 
and put my ſword in his belly,” uttered the 
deſpoiled animal in recitative : the Italian 
was an expert fencer, nor was Mossoe defi- 
cient in the ſcience of defence, but having 
more ſtrength and ſavageneſs than the vocal 
caſtrato, when the latter entered the room, 
and ſqueaking exclaimed * I become to 
fight you, Mr. Mossoe,” th e actor, withacur 
of the noſe and a horrid grin on his viſage, 
replied in accents of thunder, © you ultra- 
montane ſcoundrel, I will teach you to rebel 
againſt your commanding officer.” The ap- 
plication was inſtantaneous; Mossoe's foot 
indented the glutæus of the minſtrel, and poor 
Txpvcor tumbled down ſtairs, in quicker 
time than he aſcended! 


ry proudand haſty in his manner, yet uncom- 
monly ſlow in his acting; and his pauſes were of 
H 2 | an 


Mossop, tho' a man of good ſenſe, was ve- 


4 


„ 
an immoderate length, particularly that in 
Zanca preceding the words“ *T was I ;—” 
during which a perſon might walk out of 
the Theatre, call a coach and be back 
time enough to know—** Twas I did it.“ — 
The rehearſals were very irregular. in his 
Theatre, and much confuſion enſued from 
the arbitrary principle with which he gover- 


ned—Mossop was grand and important even 
to a point of ridicule, on the ſcore of lineage 


and education, and not unfrequently fero- 
cious in his demeanor*, A little fat Trum- 
peter in the laſt act of Ricnard the THIRD, 
giving his © tan tan tiddy ran,” in the wrong 
place, Mossop ran furiouſly off the ſtage, and 


* That vile aſſumption of importance which we ſo fre- 
quently encounter on the pride of birth, is perhaps of alt 
human weakneſſes the moſt difficult to he defined by the 
pen of philoſophy—it ſhould be noted as the triumph of 
local ambition over general worth, but of this grand truth 
I am morally certain, that the ridiculous pride of lineage 
would never have been enforced with fo much induftry, 
had not a galling ſenſe of unworthineſs impelled the ani- 
mal to ſeize on thoſe adventitious points of falſe eſtimation 
which are permitted to exiſt in ſocial life, independent of 
the nobler qualities of the mind. | 

8 © _ edirefting 
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directing his tragical fiſt to the Trumpeter's 
tun- belly, who was in the act of blowing his 
clarion, the ſound which it produced ſeemed 
to ſignify that the muſician's laſt breath had 
* N his inſtrument. 


The prompter to the company, à lame 
man that uſed ſpectacles, gave the Mana- 
ger the word one night in the middle of a 
pauſe, which ſo offended him, that he deli- 
berately walked off the ſtage, took hold of 
the communicant's head, which was none of 
the ſmalleſt, and drove it three times againſt 
the wall, in the very paroxyſm of fury told 
him he would knock his falſe eye out, and an- 
nihilate his nothingneſs, and then returned 
calmly to his duty and finiſhed the ſcene. 
This Prompter, whoſe name was GEM EA“, 
was a man of whom every veteran of the 
ſtage has heard anecdotes fraught with hu- 
mour and ſingularity---he was characteriſed 


* This whimſical event has been recited with much 
addreſs and effect by Mr, CoLLixs in his amuſing olio cal» 
led the Evening BRUSH. 


. as 
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as an. Athieſtꝰ, tho' I believe the application 
was unfounded in veracity---he had been an 
' erratic barn-door actor, and for many years 
was deprived of the uſe of his left arm, not- 
- withſtanding which impediment he contrived 
to play the firſt parts in both Tragedy and 
Comedy :---He performed one night for his 
own benefit, or rather as they phraſe it in 
the Green-room, went on for RicHARD he 
Tump, and as he had only the uſe of his 
right arm, the other appendage of his body 
being withered, he took M eſpecial care 
to place the uſeleſs member behind him, be- 
fore he made his appearance on the ſtage, un- 
der the fear that it might embarraſs its ac- 


* The ſuppoſition that any human being, in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of intellectual health, could be an Athieſt, has ever 
been rejected by my underſtanding as a ci cumſtance whol- 
ly impoſſible I am certain that the feebleſt efforts of con- 
templation muſt overthrow an error ſo ſupremely horri- 
ble - the conſtitution of man, his dependencies and obli- 
gations—the univerſe, its phenomena and the principles on 
which the harmony of its wonderful revolutions are eſta- 
_ bliſhed, muſt in ſome degree irreſiſtibly force themſelves 
upon the mind in the bour of retirement, and make the 
Animal pious in deſpite of his mental abomination; 


tive 
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n tire brother but unluckily for him, every 


time he exerted his voice, he could not avoid 


n 

r3 ſhaking the lame arm out of its place--- 

t- | 

d Having adjuſted his lifeleſs extremity and - 


by kabiliments, he ſtalked with collected ma- 
is JO UNO ON and began 
in thus: 


be % Now are our hrows erown'd with victorious 
is wreaths 

ly 

re At this diviſion of the argument, his left 
e- arm made its appearance, which he in- 


n- ſtantly and unkindly flapped back with the 
0- right hand. 


Our ſtern alarms are chang d to merry meet - 
ings.” 5 


Now the left arm appeared Gm, and was 
again chaſtiſed. 
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Ditto the arm, and ditto the conſe. 
quences. 


In this manner did he proceed, and 
whenever he particularly enforced a word, 
it was immediately followed by a ſtroke 
from the right arm whether the unſeemly 
tyrant ſoothed or raved—fought or prayed, 
the complexion of the iſſue was eaſily fore. 
told—the end of every ſcene. was a loud 
burſt of laughter from the aſtoniſhed audi- 
tory. Poor GEMEA was as ſingular in his 
mode of diſcourſing as he was in his perſon 
and manner. A Waterman who was row- 
ing him over the Liffey ſtruck up the ſong of 


„ Bacon, beans, ſalt beef and cabbage, 
4 Butter milk and oaten bread. - ; 
Fol der iddle lol, Fol der iddle lol, 
Fol der iddle, oddle iddle, tol lol lol, 


Sir, ſaid the Prompter, with much gravity, 
you are wrong; it is not Fol der iddle lol, 


What is it then, my maſter ? ſaid the vo+ 
cal Charon, 


Why 


„ 
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Why it is Fa, la ra, da. 


How ſhould I know that, my maſter ? 
Read the book, you varlet ! 
But I muſt leave the Prompter and return 


to the Ator—Epwm had no contracted 
an acquaintance with a Mr. WAL DE- 


GRAVE, a performer of Smock Alley, who 


valued himſelf for his powers in Machern; 
| and 


*I have always conſidered MacBETH as the moſt diffi- 
cult character to be aptly aſſumed in the whole round of 
SHAKESPEAR's drama, but margre the allowed hazard 
of the undertaking, we ſcarce behold a,whipfter on the 
ſtage, who does not imagine himſelf qualified to depict all 
the variety of paſſion, and if I may be allowed the phraze 
demi-paſſion, of that wonderfully agitated perſonage.— A 
friend of mine, of high celebrity in the literary world, 
who has been in the habit of obſerving our London Mac- 
BETHs for the laſt forty years, wrote the following lines, 


Old Quin ere fate ſuppreſs'd his lab'ring breath, 
In ſtudied accents grumbled out Macbeth. 


Next GarRICK came, whoſe utterance truth impreſt, 


While every look the tyrant's guilt confeſt: 
Then the cold SonerIDan half froze the part, 


Yet what he loſt by nature, ſav'd by art. 
Tall 
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and exported by Mr, Mosser's agent in 
London with ſeveral others—this young gen- 


tleman's conceit was exactly proportioned to 
his inſufficiency and to regiſter the truth, 


the majority of them were ignorant, vain 
and preſuming—in their profeſſional efforts 
the V. and W. like the figurantes in a Bal- 
let, often changed ſides, and the ſamples of 


Tall Bax xv next advanc'd tow'rd Birnam wood, 
Nor ill perform'd, what ſcarce he underſtood. 
Grave Mossop then erect, purſu'd his march, 
His words were minute guns his actions ſtarch. 
Rough Hol LAN too - rod round his ſavage eye, 
Half ſtamp'd with excellence from David's die. 
Then heavy Ross eſſay d the tragic frown, + 
But beef and pudding kept all meaning down: 
Next flippant Suiru aflum'd the murderer's maſk, 
While o'er his tongue light tript the horrid taik. 
By trick not acumen, he toil'd to pleaſe, 
And all the man was buſtle, noiſe and:cafe. 
Hard Macxrix late guilt's feelings ſtrove toſpeak, 
White ſweats infernal drench'd his iron cheek. 
Then error's pin-baſket Joux KEmBLE came, 
Who builds his arrogance on publick ſhame. 
Like FieLDING's Kings, his fancicd triumph's paſt, 
All he can boaſt is that —he fail d the aſt ! | ! 
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Cockney Engliſh were not unfrequent, d 
on all occaſions abhorrent. | 


One of thoſe callow candidates for pub- 
lick fame, giving a deſcription averred, : 
« that he ſaid, that ſhe ſaid, that it was no {7 
ſuch thing; and he ſaid that ſhe ſaid, that = 
he ſhould ſay that it was monſtrous wrong 
for to came for to go for to ſay ſo and that 4 5 
he verily believed that ſne did that there 
thing for the purpoſe.” 


Another youth who was engaged for the 
tyrants in Tragedy, and who unqueſtionably 
thought himſelf profeſſionally as great as 
Mr. GaRRick, told the n the en- 
ſuing ſtory. 


« Mr. Sericcincs vos ſaying t'other 
day, as how he werily did think that weal 
vas better eating than wenſon; to be ſure. 
weal is wery good of the kind; but Mr. 
SPRIGGINGS, ſays I, gimme wwenſen, gimme 
wenſon, ſays I, Mr. SprIGcincs : fog 
my part, as for the matter of that, d'ye ſee, 
I vos wwaſtly fond of wenſon, for after all now, 


what 


* 


—- 


_ _ 3 - 
v 9 63 
9 ” IS E 


3 


— — 
KK —„V„ 8 
7 


"EA 


i 
! 0 
TTL TL ES 


— 
— © Xx £ 
—— — 


( 1608 ) 
what can be more Betterer or more f/terer, 
Eh? I wow its the wery beſt of wwhittles, 
isn't it, eh? and for a man to ſay as how 
that cveal vas betterer then wenſon is cer- 
tainly wery monſtrous and word of all reaſon; 


isn't it eh? He might as well ſay that «vice 


ought to be walued above wirtue, or that 
vazonuts can be pickled vithout winegar ; 
mightn't he, eh?—T ax? him, ſays I d'ye 
think now, neighbour SpR1GG1NGs, that Co- 
cumbers are good without Ingons, and ſo he 
gave fich an out o'th' vay arnſwer, that I 
told him him, ſays I, Mr. Sprxrt6G1NGs, you 
werily deſerve to be pelted vith brick bracks, 
and rolled in the kindle ſays I, till you are 
as black in the face as a chimbly faweeper, ſays 
I, and bat there comes, ſays I, as a vawning 
for windicating fich an apinion, I vos right, 
wasn't I, eh ?—And fo then he awed ſum- 


mat about being /crowdged and ſqueedged by 


the mob in the vit/en veek, and this here 
and that there, and things of that there 
Hud, and fo he vonted me to take a varokt 
as far as the peeches in Common Garden; but 
ſays 1, Mr. Spriggings ſays I, you are a 
wile; vorthleſs, wappid feller, ſays I, and ſo 
77 I don't 


1 1090 | 
don't vant no more conwer/ation vith peopie 
that don't know common ſenſe ſays I: I 
vas right, vasn't I, eh ?—beſides, ſays I, you 
are as ignorant as the wery commoneſts of 
ratches, who do nothing at all but talk 
about 


* Breakfaſtes and toaſteſſes, and running 
their heads againſt Peſteſſes. 


Had the Reverend Mr. * HeRRISs been 
in exiſtence and heard this ſpeech, he would 
have inſtantly declared this tragic Hero 
ignorant of every circumſtance incidental to 
an orator ; that he was unacquainted with 
reſpiration—ſituation of the lungs—uſe of 


* This Reverend gentleman, who was never fingular 
for his diffidence, had the temerity about twelve years 
lince to go to Oxford, to teach the gentlemen 'of that 
ſeminary the true mode of pronouncing the Engliſh lan- 
guage, though Mr. Herkis wes notorious for ſpeaking 
with a grating, broad Caledonian accent; but the recep- 
tion he met with, will not I believe operate as a ſtimulus 
to encourage any more attempts of the ſame kind, from 
impudent men thus circumſtanced. 
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the windpipe—preffure of the air upon 
the vocal glands, influence of breathing— 
power of circulation — ſituation and uſe of 
the larynx and glottis, and the modifications 
of ſound by the organs of the mouth, the 
tongue, the jaw, the uvula and the noſtrils 
—uninformed .of the harmony of ſpeech, 
modulation of the voice, climax and anfi- 
climax, emphaſis, and all the variegated 
and combined properties of human utte- 
rance. 


To be a great Actor is to be literally a 
preat man; fuch an ambitious being as a 
dramatic volunteer, ought to have a perſon 
unexceptionably well proportioned, where 
the beauties of the Antinous are blended with 
the muſcular dignity of the farne/e Hercules: 
his fund of animal fpirits, like the korn of 
plenty, ſhould be exhauſtleſs, his imagina- 
tion creative, and his education liberal ; but 
chiefly and above all, he muſt be deeply 
acquainted with the principles of an orator, 
whereby he may be enabled to enforce the 
dogmas of truth, and make that apparent- 
ly amiable, which is in its nature hideous, 

4 This 


: ( ur } 
This knowledge is indiſpenſably neceſſary 
at the dar, but more immediately upon the 
Rage To enforce this neceſſity, I will ſpeak 
in the words of Quintilian; “ The ſtrong- 
eſt argument that an orator can produce, will 
loſe its effect if not ſupported by an empha- 
tical delivery, for all the paſſions droop, if 
they are not inflamed by the tone of voice, 
the turn of the countenance, and indeed the 
carriage of the whole body; and happy are 
we, when we have accompliſhed all this, 
if even then our judge ſhall catch our 
warmth; by no means can we affect him 
with a careleſs indifference, but he muſt 
neceſſarily ſink and be diſſolved in our drow- 
ſineſs.” Even the Actors upon the ſtage 
afford an excellent example of this, who 
add ſo much grace to the productions of our 
beſt poets, that in the hearing they give us 
infinitely greater pleaſure than in the read- 
ing; and gain our attention even to ſuch 
witleſs eſſays, as the RecexT and the Queen 
of Scors; ſo that thoſe pieces ſhall frequently 
bring a crowded and liſtening audience, 
Which judgment will n not allow a ſituarion in 
our library, 
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te It is needleſs, ſays a late celebrated 
writer, to enter upon an enquiry into the 
Greek and Latin accents, which they divi- 
ded into grave, acute, and circumflex, and 
how far the ſame accents retain their quality 
with us—but the uſe of the accented ſylla- 
bles are ſo important, that they conſtitute 
almoſt the whole harmony of compolition— 
by their different mode of arrangement, 
a ſentence is either eaſy or flowing, or harſh 
and unmuſical ! theſe men who have culti- 
vated an ear for ſpeaking or writing, can 
judge as it were inſtinctively, whatever is 
defective or redundant in the ſtructure of 
any particular period. We find in gene- 
ral, that thoſe ſentences are the moſt har- 
monious which admit of the greateſt num- 
ber of accented ſyllables; that which pleaſes 
the ear in reading, is the interval between 
the accent ; but if theſe intervals are filled 
up by a cluſter of accented ſyllables, there is 
no diviſion 1n the tone. That this is the rea- 
ſon that when too many emphatic mono- 
ſyllables are introduced into compoſition, 
they never fail to obſtruct the harmony, the 


following examples from Mirrox will ſhew: 
Oer 


5 


'r 


6 113) 


Deer bog, oer ſteep, thro rough deniſe, ſmooth, or rates 


Him firſt, him laſt, him midſt, and without end. 


In the firſt line there are three acute ac- 


cents placed together; and in the other no 
leſs than ſix, provided it is pronounced with 


juſt emphaſis.—In ſuch words the voice is 


retained in the ſame degree of energy and 
tone, without being allowed to relax into 
the general intervals now mentioned, 


1 have attempted to tranſlate the fol- 


lowing ſtanza in ſapphic verſe, retaining, as 
exactly as I could, the arrangement of the 
accented ſyllable 


OY 


2 


0 TERS: « 
Pune ſub curry nimium propinqui 
. : 
Solis in terra domibus negata 
1 Ms. 3 4 
Dulce ridentem Lalagen amabo 


* 


1 
Dulce loquentem. 


I 2 it 3 4 
Place me where ſun ſhine ever o'er me ſcorches, 


8 1 2 ; F 4 
Climes where no mortal build his habitation, 


[ 2 | 4 
Yet with my charmer fondly will I wander, 


Fondly converfing, | 
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I have marked the accents according to 
the emphatic reading we often find words, 
that in common diſcourſe bear no forcible 
ſignification, yet, are nevertheleſs in certain 
ſituations the molt ſtriking in the whole ſen- 
tence. Take but the following paſſage from 
the Merchant of Venice, when PorTi Aac- 


cuſes Bassan1o for parting with the ring; 


he makes this apology : 


— Sweet PokT1A, 
If you did know To whom I gave the ring, 
If you did know rox whom I gave the ring, 
And wou'd conceive for WHAT I gave the ring, 
And how unwillingly I LEFT the ring, 
When naught would be accepted BUT the ring, 
You wou'd abate the ſtrength of your diſpleaſure. 


Here the words cc to,” cc for,” cc what,” 


< left,” and © but,” are the leading empha- 


tic words. 


Certain it is, that harmony of pronunci- 
ation was cultivated by the antients with 
peculiar care“. A learned critic is of opi- 

; nion, 


I have ſubjoined an example how the dimax of ſpeech 
may be preſerved with propriety, even when an equal 


ſtreſs of vocal force accompanics every word. 


EXAMPLE» 


. 
nion, that the tones of voice which they 
uſed in publickly reciting their poems, were 
quite different from thoſe of their common 
converſation, And I am the more induced 
to coincide with this opinion, becauſe Ci- 
cero informs us, that Roſcius, the celebrated 
actor, had a perſon behind him on the ſtage 
to accompany with an inſtrument the tones 
of his ſpeech: and that when by old age, 


his voice became feeble and tremulous, the 


. 
4 


artiſt adapted the warbling of the pipe to 
ah oc 


EXAMPLE, 
I MUST WALK UP THAT HILL. 


Theſe fix words admit of fix different ways of laying the 
emphaſis according to the nature of the queſtion ; and 
yet the neceſſity of laying the emphaſis” properly is ſo 
manifeſt, that the reader will perceive the lea! deviation 
from this rule would be deſtructive of the true meau- 
jung. . ; . i P- * Ern a 

If it is aſked wo muſt walk up that hill? 

The anſwer is—1 muſt walk up that hill. f 

If it ſhould be required why you walk up that hill? 

The anſwer is—I Must walk up that hill. 

Shou'd it be requeſted—How you go up that hill? 

The anſwer is—I muſt waLK up that hill. | 

If demanded wkich way you walk up that hill? a 

The anſwer is—1 muſt walk ur that hill. 
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the pitch and quality of his voice. This is 
an undeniable proof, that there muſt have 
been a conſiderable degree of melody in 
their manner of pronouncing. 


Dionyſius Hallicarnaſſus has even adapted 
a part of a verſe in Euripides to muſical 
notes, and mentions the exact manner in 
which it ſhould be uttered. 


I have annexed” principles of elocution on 
a new plan. 


All ſpeech or language is compoſed of 
certain articulate ſounds, which are here un- 
folded in the moſt ſimple form; ſome of 
them are vocal and ſome not; they are 29 in 
number, and divided into four claſſes, viz. 
vowels, half-vowels, aſpirates, and - mutes, 
The firſt are purely vocal, without any ob- 
ſtruction in the mouth; the ſecond likewiſe 
vocal, but obfruffed, The third are only 


When interrogated wuicn hill you walk up? 
The anſwer is—I muſt walk up THAT hill. 

If ſolicited wHERE it is you muſt walk. ? 
The anſwer is—I muſt walk that nr. 


- * Vide Herries Elements of ſpeech, | 
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hiſpers or articulations of breath, The 
fourth neither articulations of breath nor of 
voice, but quick exploſives ariſing from the 
cloſe poſition of the organs—this will be 
more clearly illuſtrated by the e 
arrangement: 


The SIMPLE SOUNDS in the ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE. 


Vowels. 
* 2 3 4 5 6 7 5 9 
Am, More, Good, Rum, Arm, Fan, Bed, Fame, Sez. 
Half-Vowels. 
Vocal. 


Vida. 
ASPIRATES. 


4 
- Breath, Lear, Buft, Wisb, Hall. 
VUnvocal: Mutes. 
bf 2 3 4 5 6 
Rib, Wed, Log, Rip, Wet, Lock. 


FORMATION OF THE VOWELS. 


The 1ſt and 4th are produced by the ſame 


poſition of the tongue, which is pulled back- 
wards. and much depreſſed, to render the 
cavity of the mouth as wide as poſſible. In 
the ad and 3d, the lips are reduced to a 
more narrow and circular form, The ſound 

I 3 of 
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Rim, Spur, Hum, Fin, Song, Breath, Leave, Bua, 
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of the firſt four 1s much broader and fuller 
than the reſt, ariſing from the flat, poſition 
of the tongue.—In the other. five, the 
tongue reaches forward, and gradually aſ- 
cends towards the arch of the palate, to 
ſtraiten the paſſage and render the ſound 
more acute, The e, which is the laſt in the 
ſcale, is the ſharpeſt and ſmalleſt, be- 
cauſe the tongue 1s higher, and the corners 
of the mouth more extended than the reſt, 
In all the vowels the lower jaw aſſiſts and 
accompanies. the action of the tongue. The 
1 and e, which are the 4th and 7th, are in 
every ſituation pronounced „hort. Some- 
times /wo of theſe vowels are repeated by 
one mark, as i in &ind, or u in muſe; i is 
combination of the 4th and gth, and 1 of 
the gth and 3d. That theſe are the ſame 
vowels which occur in almoſt every ſyl- 
lable of the language, the following ſpeci- 
men will ſhew. 


G 9 


VOWELS MARKED. 


Ha” - hol I ht mes of Herten, firſt born, 


| 274 
Or of thy N ae Beam, 


| May T expreſs thee irblam'd, 


[7 2295] 
449 6 1 
1 cannot go. 


8 043 9 49 61 
{here curl Live nt ſmibes . 


Stang all you Orbs, * all their gens. 


FORMATION OF THE HALF VOWELS. 


1 


As there are three of the half vowels for 
which we have no ſingle or particular mark, 
viz. the 5th, 6th, and gth; we ſhall diſtin- 
guiſh them by ug, db, and zh. The half- 
vowels are all vocals, and capable of muſi- 
cal tones. The fine ſound of / is produced 
by applying the top of the tongue to the 
upper gum, and allowing the breath to 
eſcape gently by the fides ; but if the whole 
force of the breath be conducted to the top 


of r. The ſound of m, u, and ng, is emitted 
ſolely thrgvgh the noſtrils: in m, the breath 


of the palate, and in ug, at the hinder part. 
The ab, or 6th- half-vowel, is formed by 
thruſting the top of che tongue gently through 
the teeth; the v, by laying the upper teeth 
on the under lip; the z, by raiſing the up- 
per part of the tongue in a ſtraight direction 
I 4 againſt 


of the tongue, it forms the rough vibration 


is ſtopped at the lips; in » at the fore part 
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againſt the palate. And the 24, or gth half. 
vowel, by the top of the tongue a little more 
depreſſed than in the former. Sometimes the 
| half-vawels form a perfect ſyllable by them- 
ſelves, as / in bottle, 7 in ſceptre, in open. 
That theſe vocal articulations likewiſe occur 
in language, will appear in the following 


lines: 


HALF VOWELS MARKED. 
$ 5 $5: 1 89 4 
Good Nature and good Seuſe muſt always join ; 
£7 1 ar E human; to-forgive, 97 
6 84 3 9 4 4 4 
Know then this truth, enough for Man to krow §§?2 
2 8 4 1 a 
Virtue alone is Happineſs below. 


FORMATION OF THE ASPIRATES. 


In pronouncing the 4/pirates, the glottis 
is in the ſame inactive ſtate, as in whiſpering 
or common breathing. Hence it is that they 
paſſeſſed no vocal quality, and are incapa- 
ble of muſical modulation. There are 
likewiſe two of the aſpirates, viz, the iſt 
and 4th, for which we have no ſingle mark; 
we ſhall repreſent them, by %, and h. 
The th is produced by the lame poſition of 

| | the 


*. 1 
A ey , No SOR of 7 fl 8 A 
* 8 * Ei Txt GS Be LIM Ret Wer 5 Wr W 
FTT [545 re FSA 
Pan gs ERIN | EASE. 
l 4 r ot Ton TYING N 3 44 
J | 8 2 &5 {= BE 


. (lin) 


the organs in the mouth, as the 4b; the 
f as the v, the / as the 2, and the / as the 


2h, All the difference between the four 


half vowels, and the four aſpirates, is, that 
the former have a vocal ſound in the throat, 


and the latter have not. The h, or 5th aſ- 
pirate, is only a ſtrong impulſe of the breath 


againſt the palate, as in ſighing. The fol- 


lowing examples will demonſtrate, that in 
ſpeaking, the aſpirates retain ſtill the ſang 
xnvocal quality, 


ASPIRATES MARKED. 


„„ 3 2 
Of man's first diſobedience, and the fruit 
2 5 2 
Of that Forbidden Tree, whoſe mortal taste, 
1 
Brought Death into the Word 


5 Z > 4 
When even at last, the folemn hour shall come, 
3 2 
And wing my mystic light to future Worlds, 
"HEE | 
I chearful will obey, 


FORMATION OF THE MUTES. 


The cloſe formation of the mutes obſtructa 


both the breath and the voice, The firſt 


three, b, d, and g, are produced by the 


ſame 
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ſame poſition of the organs, as the , u, and 
2g. But in theſe mutes, no breath is al- 
lowed ro eſcape outwardly : There is only 
an obſcure murmur heard in the mouth and 
noſtrils, which 1s ſcarcely perceptible in 
common ſpeech. The three laſt mutes, 
dix : p, t, and &, are produced in the ſame 
manner as the three former, but they are 
entirely void of any kind of ſound; all the 
conſonants, except the mutes, have an inde- 
pendent ſound of their own, and are pro- 
nounced the fame, when ſeparated, as when 
combined, 


MUTES MARKE D. 


3 4 
On a ſudden _ >q 
5 
Th fetal 88 ne on their kings grate 
Harſh Thuner. 
4 2 1 5 
Thou rather with thy ſharp and ſulph'rous bolt, 
4 5 8 8 2 3 
Split'tz the unwedgeable and gnarled Oat, 
SI 
Than the ſoft myrtle. 
In the word ſudden the breath is totally 


ſtopped by the 4, till it is relieved by the 
8 | n. The 


bh 


cy (OG CÞ 
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n. The exploſion of the mute is hard, either 
as it ſuddenly ſtarts, to or from its poſition, 
as may be perceived in the word Bolt, 
$7/it, where both the preceding, and fol- 
lowing ſound, conſpire to render the ex- 
ploſive more audible. 


It appears from the above account, that 
all the conſonants are produced by only g 
different poſitions of the organs in the mouth, 
viz: 


1 2 4 5 6 
(L) (R) (NM, B, P) (N, D, T) (N G, G, K) DAH, 
1 G, F) (Zz. 8) (2 2 8 H) 

But I ſhall now return to Joun Epwin 
and his adoleſcent purſuits. A ſyſtem of 
amity having commenced between him and 
Mr, WarLpzcRavs, they communed on the 
nature of their Dublin engagements, and the 
proſpects of that in agitation between Ep- 
win, and the Edinburgh manager. After 
a mutual diſplay of opinion, by which the 
metaphyſicians could not be emboldened 
in their dogmas, it was determined that the 
latter was the more deſirable circumſtance, 
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as EDwIN would have a better caft of parts, 
and full poſſeſſion of all the Comedy old 
men, 1 


This converſation paſſed at the com- 


mencement of Mr, Mossor's ſeaſon, and the 


execution of an elopement (for to elope they 
were both reſolved) was deferred until a 
more favourable opportunity ſhould offer, 
Upon the ſtrength of WAL DñRORAVx“'s purſe, 
Epwin was to proſecute his journey to 
EpmBuRcH, accompanied by the lender; 
on their arrival WALDEGRAVE was to uſe 
his beſt endeavours to procure an' engage- 
ment, but on failure, it was ſtipulated, that 
Ebwrx ſhould maintain him, as a ſort of re- 
compence for hazarding his caſh for the 
uſes of his friend, until he procured an en- 
gagement elſe where; or thought it expedient 
to withdraw. 


After this reſolution, the matter dropt 
for a few weeks, during which time EDwIx 
boarded and lodged in the ſame houſe as 
was before obſerved, with Mr. and Mrs, 
- TerrtRIEs, who reſided in a handſome firſt 
TOE = | floor 


„„ 


floor on the Batchelor's Walk. The theatre 10 


was indifferently attended, and the features 
of his ſacred Majeſty ſcarcely viſible, even 
on little pieces of ſilver; conſequently, Ep- 
win was often obliged to ſubſtitute a pipe 
of Oroonoko for the bleſſings of a beef ſteak, 
and vapid ſmall beer for the exhilerating 
Juices of a Languedoc vintage. 


Artaxerxes and another ſerious opera 
were then in agitation, which rendered the 
comedians of little utility, and liberated their 


reflec- 

* Perhaps no men have been more unj uſtly accuſed of 
impropriety of conduct, than the managers of the Metro- 
politan 'Theatres of Ireland; and the three fourths of thoſg 
accuſations have originated in the ſcarcity of caſh—The 
truth is, that the receipts of a Dublin theatre have never 
been in my remembrance, and as far as I can underſtand, 
never were before that period, equal-to the maintenance 
of a magnificent company of performers, which the Iriſh 
gentry ſeem to require, though they do not make the ſup« 
port. equal to the expenditure. The ſame ſpirit of uune- 
ceſſary reprehenſion which has aſſailed Mr. DAL xv, was 
levelled againſt his predeceſſors, Mr. Ryronk, Mr. Mos- 
sor, Mr. Bay, Mr. Woodward, Mr. Dawsox and 
Mr. SuERNIDAaN Another evil prevails which is ſomewhat 
curious: an actor who. will play contentedly for forty Hil- 
lings per aueet in England, in an unaccauntable manner 
requires four pounds to play iy Dublin, though the public 
encouragement is nearly the ſame in both places, and if 
$57 ay 
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reflection merely to repine over the uncouth- 
neſs of an empty purſe full oft they held 
it to their tearful eyes, and ſighed and look- 
ed, and ſighed again—in all great bodies of 
people, negle& of payment begets neglect 
of manners; and as actors have their feel 
ings in common with the reſt of mankind, 
Ebpwix and JEerFERIEs evinced every incli- 
nation to rebel againſt a government, whoſe 
foſtering wing was ſtript of its richeſt fea- 
thers; and ſo inclined were they to be bold 
and ſaucy in the very teeth of the ſupreme 
authority in conſequence of non-payment at 
the Treaſurer's Office, that, after converſing 
in the Green Room upon the mclancholy 
Rate of Mossoe's eſtabliſhment on an opera 
night, when they had nothing to do in the 
diurnal toil ; on retiring to the ſtage door of 


any oftheſe vain migraters are fined, for inattention to their 
duties, they return to England, high charged with impro- 
per prejudices, and circulate reports, which tend only to 
circumſcribe the felicities of the profeſſion. I have heard 
Mr. DaLy frequently traduced for actions which I never 
witneſſed, but candour impels me to relate one fact 
which I did. The late Mr. Dios was old, infirm and 
neceffitous—Mr. DAL ſaw his diſtreſſes, and ſmoothed 
his paſſage to the grave by ſuch kindneſſes, as a liberal 
mind only could iuggeſt and delicacy execute, . 

| E 


. 

the theatre, they made no ceremony of 
running a croſs the ſtage in ſight of the au- 
dience, notwithſtanding Tenducci was warb- 
ling his beſt ſong in Ax BAcSs, and holding 
the ears of beauty in bondage, in defiance 
of all order, dramatic etiquette and good 
government. | 


TerrtRIEs was of a very lazy diſpoſition, 
and Epwix not the moſt induſtrious of bi- 
perds frequent diſputes aroſe from the 
ſupineneſs of the former, and the inert 
habits of the latter. The tea-kettle being 
left on the fire one morning after breakfaſt, 
Jerrxkiks deſired Epwin to take it off. 
Epwin made the ſame requeſt to JE ERIESs, 
but as neither would comply it continued 
on the coals, till Mrs. Jzrrtrxies came in, 
vho had been at breakfaſt with Mr. Mossor 
to receive ſome inſtructions neceſſary to 
her greatneſs as a ſtage heroine---learn the 
force and nature of interjections, and have 
her * part marked. 


This 

Marling a part, is making a ſtroke beneath any 
particular paſfage or word where the emphaſis ſhould be 
moſt powerful, as thus 


Is 
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This lady exiſts on record as of a phable 
diſpoſition, and Mossor took great pains 
with her, as he was wont to do with every 
new actreſs not perſonally repulſive that 
came within the walls of his theatre: he 
was accuſtomed to ſay in his turgid manner, 


% Madam, if you will call upon me to- 


* morrow morning, I will mark your part 
te for you.” And the fair ſtrugglers for po- 
pularity of the dramatic diadem, ſeldom 
came away from his imperial preſence with- 
out being convinced of the ſtreſs he could 
lay upon an eſſential monoſyllable. 


The firſt thing Mrs. IETTERIEs did on 
entering the room, was, to go to the fire, 
and ſeeing the tea-kettle, was in the act of 
removing it, but finding it very light, and 


on ſhaking it, no water, was tempted 


to examine the bottom; when lo, it was 
detached from its relative and concomitant 
ribs of tin 1. The actreſs inſtantaneouſly 


Is this the region, this the ſoil, the clime, 
That we muſt change for Heaven? this 
Mournful gloem for that celeſtial Light ? 


burſt 


burſt into an exclamation of forrow, and 


( 129 ) 


wept copiouſly for a misfortune they all 
well knew it would be ſo difficult to repair: 
while JzrerRzEs accompanied her by 
playing and ſinging, © Water parted from 
the tea, and Enwin by tenderly chaunting 


25 2 collatera! conſolation, 
« Oh dry thoſe tears, like melted ore 
Faſt dropping on my heart they fall.” 


About this epoch of his exiſtence, En- 


win was introduced to a new acquaintance 


of the name of Lexxax, who was pro- 


* This gentleman was generally known a few years 


poſterior to this event, by the name of Major Lexxax; ; 


he acquired this diſtinction, by the following chain of 
occurrences—The Comedy of the /e Indian was per- 


formed at Crow-ftreet Theatre, for the benefit of Mr. 


R1:CHARD SPARKs, and the part of Major O'FLauterrTY 
was enacted by Mr. LExNAN, it being his firſt appearance 
on any ſtage ; but the ambitious maker of ſaddles was fo 


unequal to the attempt, that a general murmur of difap- 


probation ran through the audience, and the play was 
fimſhed as faſt as poſſible—At the concluſion of the enter - 
tainment Mr. SPArKs gave a ſupper, to which Mx. Lxx NAU 
was invited hen the parties had become inebriate, they 
all ſallied forth into College green, where Mr. SpAR KS 
formally delivered Mr. LEV RAM to the watch, charging 
him with the murder of an officer, by the name of Q'FLa- 
HERTY—the matter was feriouſly taken, and poor Ltx- 
NAN dragged like an aſſaſſin to a filthy dungeon, where he 


was confined all night, and treated with every ſpecies of | 


indignity, until the comical buſineſs was properly un- 
Vox. I. K | rarelleg- 
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feſſionally a ſadler, and of fone notoriety in 
Dublin; for his facetiouſneſs and compa- 
nionable qualities 


The time now arrived for EDwWIx and 
WaLDEGRAVE to put their preconcerted 
elopement to Edinburgh in execution, as 
a veſſel for Parkgate was to ſail that even- 
ing.—To elude ſuſpicion in the manager 
on the part of EDwin, who was of ſome re- 
queſt in the Theatre, and Wal DORA little 
better than a non-entity, the former went 


to Ringſend (a village eaſt of Dublin about 


two miles), dined upon oyſters, and hired 
a boat to overtake the veſſel which was get- 


ting under fail; and by the force of bribes 


and perſuaſion he at laſt got up with her— 
WALDEGRAvE decamped as boldly from 
Aſton's Quay, as Cæſar from the ſhores of 
Gaul, without any apprehenſion of being 
detained by Mr. Mossor or his under- 
ſtrappers, his inſignificance in the Theatre 
rendering all caution unneceſſary. 


Aolus was favourable to the expedition 
they arrived in twelve hours at Parkgate, 


ravelled before the ſitting Alderman, and the unfortunate 


LENNAN emancipated from the horrors of a noiforie 
priſon. | 


| v, hich 
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which interval was paſſed pleaſantly with. 
ſome Iriſh ladies and gentlemen who were 


fellow paſſengers, and than whom no peo- 
ple in the world are more agreeable in their 
manner, or faſcinating in their language. 
When the veſſel had ploughed the ſalt ſea 


abut two leagues beyond Ireland's eye, EDwWIN 


evinced every ſymptom of approaching 
ſickneſs—he put his hand to his ſtomach, 


and opened and ſhut his mouth, without 


any ſeeming cauſe at length he was led to 


his 4irth in the cabin, and depoſited imme 


mediately under the fat wife of a maltſter 
from Drogheda; who was going to War- 


rington to receive a legacy Epwix feeling 
himſelf extremely uncomfortable, ſtretched 


his head out of the compartment, like a 
gooſe for food, and bellowed for his aſſoci- 
ate WALDEGRAVE, but unfortunately turn- 
ing upon his back and diſtending his jaws to 
make his wants as audible as he could, he 
received unopportunely the hot expecto- 
ration from the luſty lady above him, 
who at that inſtant was diſemboguing the 
contents of her ſtomach with as much anti- 
N as poſſible— The player's viſage was 
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completely ineruſted with filth, but the ſor- 
row was not durable - the marine chambers 
lain's underſtrapper deſcended with a large 


| mop, and quickly abſorbed the contamina- 


tion with the addreſs of a Dutch domeſtic— 
The hearts of theſe theatric adventurers 
began to glow with undeſcribable tranſport 
when they leapt from the ſhip's boat upon 
their native land ;—the natale ſolum touched 
the chords of their ſenſes, and made them 
vibrate with delight—tho? their reflections 
only tended to ſtrengthen a regret that they 
had left a kindom which had treated them 
with generoſity, notwithſtanding their re- 
ſtricted pretenſions to popular acclaim. 


A poſt chaiſe conveyed them to Cheſter, 
where they remained a few days, when 
Epwin was taken ill, and becoming worſe, 
it was propoſed by WALDEGRAVE to go to 
Mancheſter—this meaſure was acceded to 
by Epwix; the bill of the inn was diſ- 
charged, a carriage ordered, and after a few 
hours travel they were fafely ſet down at the 
Bull's head in Mancheſter. —— 
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Their leading motive for going to that 
town was, that a company of Comedians 
were at that time performing there, and the 


hope of an engagement induced them both 


to make the trial, as EDwIx had declared, 
he was too indiſpoſed to attempt the journey 
to Edinburgh, originally intended—They 
took care to introduce themſelyes the day 
after their arrival to the Manager, Mr, 
WulrI rr, a man of a very ſingular diſpo- 
ſition, and to whom, more whimſical and 
out of the way exertions are imputed, than 
to any other Manager or country Actor in 
the Britiſh territory—the eccentricity of his 
diſpoſition brought him often into ſtrange 
ſituations, but the goodneſs of his heart fully 
atoned for the errors of his underſtanding ; 
and howeyer marvellous or irregular ſome 
of his actions might appear, he perpetrated 
others of a nature ſo dignified, that they 
would haye done honour to the poſſeſſor of 
a national throne, | 


Sir WiLLlam TEMPLE has aſſerted, that 


the abilities of a man mult fall ſhort on one 


fide or the gther—ſomewhat like having 
K 3 a blanker 


— 
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a blanket too ſcanty when you are in bed 
if you pull it upon your ſhoulders, you 
muſt leaye your feet bare'; and if you thruſt 
it down to defend your ſeet, your ſhoulders 
muſt remain uncovered. | 


Mr. WrrTLey valued himſelf in being 
able as a country Manager, to play any of 
Shakeſpear's plays without a double* ; he had 
à great opinion of his own powers, and was 
certain, that however mean a character or 
part might be conſidered in the drama, he 
had the ability to make it appear conſpicu- 
ous; and to prove this imaginary power, 
frequently threw himſelf into ſuch fituati- 
ons which always created merriment and 
ſarcaſtic humour in his company, and laugh- 
ter in the audience“ now. my boys,” he 
would ſay, I will ſhew you an example, 
for which perhaps you may thank me during 
the remainder of your lives--Now mind me, 

I will give you a touch of the old ſchool— 


zy the word double is meant the neceſſity which often 
occurs in travelling companies of the ſame individuals to 


perſon ate tw characters in the fame performance. 
; 5 ſome» 


ou 
uſt 


„ 
ſomething beyond the ideas of the yulgar— 
as the little &urniſher of rhimes at T wicken- 
ham uſed to ſay, 


* « Ill ſnatch a grace beyond the reach of art.“ 


He was fond of declaring, that the inat- 
tention of managers in the caſt of parts 


was ſhameful; that he knew a good 


Actor could make the moſt. trifling 
characters appear gloriqus; and, ſaid he, 
e to evince the truth of my aſſertion, you 
ſhall ſee me undertake one of the worſt 
parts in RicHaRD the THRD,“ and the next 


| day's play bill pompouſly announced, in 


large letters, the part of the 


T 1xUTENANT of the Town, 
for that night only, by Mr. WarTLey, 
(being his firſt appearance in that 
_- character), 


Guido, whoſe fancy was dedicated to and marſhalled 
by harmony, aſſerted, that no man could give a rule of 
the greater beauties, and that the knowledge of them was 
ſo abſtruſe, that there was no manner of ſpeaking which 
could expreſs them. This tallies with the ideas of Qu1N- 
TILIAN who ſays, that things incredible wanted words to 
expreſs them: far ſome of them are too great, and too 
"much elevated, to be comprehended by human diſcourſe. 
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Thoſe perſons who are acquainted with 


the etiquette of play-bills, muſt know that 
ſuch a piece of information as the above 
ſhould be attached only to a principal part, 
and a principal actor; and that the adoption 
of it on ſo trivial an occaſion, united to ſo 
weak a repreſentation, could only tend to 


engender ridicule if not contempt.— Mr. 


WurrTLEy was in point of profeſſional excel- 
lence, not a whit fupertor to the late Mr. 
PainTtr of Covent Garden Theatre, and 
remarkably fond of the old method of acting, 


% * 


vi. — a great halt or twitch in the gait, a 


very grave face on all occaſions, and an 


inflexible regard in tragedy for the intereſts 
of ti-ti-tum, ti- tum, ti- tum, ti-tum ti.“ 

| To 

* A ſtriking proof of the miſconception of low actors, 


occurred a few years fince at Britdl—Mr. Moopy had 
ſelected HENRY the E1GHTH for his benefit, and caſt the 


part of SurREy to the late Mr. RoGez WRIGHT, who 
would not attend the rehearſals until the day of perform- 


ance—Moody, ſomewhat nettled by Wz1GHT's conduct, 
reproached him for his inattention to one of SuAkx- 
SYZARE's beſt plays Come, come, MasTER Moody,” 
ſaid Rockx, © you are wrong there at any rate—it does 
not ſtrike me as any ſuch thing.” *«4 No?” rejoined 
Moooy, give me your reaſons,” “ look in the title 

page, 


1 


( 137 ) 
To be conſidered as a great man in the 


preſent cultivated ſtate of ſociety, is a very 
great honor, but the rapid fluctuation of 


cuſtom makes the baſis of that greatneſs dif- 
fer every twenty years, and I am certain, 
that were BeTTEeRTON--MonroRT--Boorn, 
Qvin--Noxrts--Buriock--W rt Ks-- Hips 
PESLEY——LEIGH——CiB8ER—PENKETHMANy 
and Doccer, of the men, and Mrs. BARR Y 
BerTERTON —PRITCHaRD—CLivi—Por- 
Tex—OLorittd, and Crazerx now alive, 
and in full poſſeſſion of their faculties, they 
would appear in an inferior light upon che 
ſame boards with Lewis, Kine, PALMuxR, 


| PagSons, LEER Lewes Quick, KemsLE, 


Holman, WILSsov, Dopo, BERNARD, or 
WRrovcHTON — Mrs. ABIx Tov, Pore, 
Jordan, FARREx, Bux rox, Marrocxs, 
and SIDDONS. 


Thus the conſequences of every day ve- 


page, Aid the other, and you will find it was diſap- 
proved from the beginning ſec here it is noted as one of 
SHAKZSPEARE'S hift. plays,” thus miſtaking the abbrevi- 
ation of the word +4;ftorical for a fixed mark of popular 


cenſure —aſter this event, Roc R's phraſe of, it does nt 
Arile me, became adopted ironically in every company in 


the kingdom. 
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rity that religious apophthegm which in- 
forms us, © That the laſt ſhall be firſt, and 


the firſt {hall be Jaſt.”---The force of habit 
pollutes the purer influence of the judg- 
ment; we become ductile to the mandates 
of mode, without a ſenſe of degradation--. 
This is a clime where almoſt every man 
faſhions a humour of his own, and an alien 
would be led to imagine from: the ſingular 
diverſity of the Engliſh character, that theſe 
yarying Iflanders were indebted for their 


formation to the loins of Proteus; and nat 


thoſe Romans, Saxons, Danes, and devils, 
who have heretofore made irruptions in our 
proud territory. every individual from the 
Monarch to the mechanic obeys the fecer: 
bi morem.---The prejudices they imbibe 
cleave adheſively about their hearts, and 
when they are impelled to ſhake them off, 
they part with the vile attainments as reluc- 
tantly as ſo many children, which though 
deformed and repulſive, are ſtil dear to 
their ſenſes, becaule they gave the abſurdity 
a being. Their attempts at originality are 
inceſſant, and the manners of the preſent 
day, operate as a burial to the manners of 

Ee 


(139) 


the day departed---though every man, 
when he approaches the threſhold of eterni- 
ty, and takes an accurate retroſpect of the 
arts and imbecilities of his exiftence, muſt 
be ſick of ſuch fogitive vanity, and pathe- 


tically own that human felicity is only com- 


patible with a life of innocence, and nothing 


ſo beautiful or dignified as truth. 


National errors create national ills, and 
Xenxes, ALEXANDER, CæSsAR and Louis 
QUATORZE, might ſing the following catch in 


the ſhades with feeling and expreſſion. 


War begets poverty, 
Poverty Peace ; 


Peace makes Riches flow, 
Fate neer does ceaſe; 
Riches produce Pride, 
Pride is War's Ground; 


War begets Poverty, 


Thus the World goes round. 


P 0:2. 


And though I verily believe the preſent 


Actors, (if taken in general), are ſuperior 


to their predeceſſors; J have an equal por- 


tion 
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tion of faith in the idea, that they will be 
eclipſed by ſucceeding greatneſs -The in. 
ceſſant revolutions of euſtom will juſtify the 
aſſertion, and this muſt eyer be the caſe in 
a country, where there is no eſtabliſhed 
memorial of what was, and no criterion of 
truth preciſely ſignificant of wh at ſhould Je 
— the captivations of H1ee1sLEyY, were ſtolen 
by SHUTER, and added to his own mental 
bank of humour—when SHuTER was ex- 
tinguiſhed, the combined excellence w 
partially aſſumed by EDWIV, who by dif- 
fuſing a radiance around the theft, peculiar 
to himſelf, dazzled the public viſion, and 


made all ſeem original, where a portion 


was imitative thus actors, like warriors, 
make conqueſts merely to add to their here- 
ditary dominion, and -raviſh a pearl from 
the tiara of a remote competitor to affix in 
their own diadem, which previous to the 
politic violence was ſufficiently adorned. 


Our preſent race of opera ſingers beggar 
all praiſe---We can now ſee what our fa- 
thers could not; a number of perſons of 
both ſexes, who unite the powers of acting 
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and ſinging with unuſual capacity---1 need 
but exhibit the following names as a proof, 
---viz---KELLY, BanwtsTERs JOHNSTONE, 
Bowpen, Dicnum, DarLey, REinHoOLD, 
SEDGWICK, and INcLEDon, Mrs. STORACE, 
Crovcn, Kenntby, MarTyYs, REYNOLDS, 
BannisrErR, MovunTain, BranD, and 
BiLLINGTON:---Should pecuniary ſatisfac- 
tion be the only reward of ſuch rare qualifi- 
cations? No---fingular endowments de- 
mand ſomething more Tou Bevir 
in the Coxscious Lovers, does that which 
every gentleman will approve---a ſinger 1 
Introduced to charm Inviana---at the con- 
eluſion of the ſong, BxvIL in a polite man- 
ner preſents him with a purſe, and ſpeaks 
thus beautifully to the lady. | 


« You ſmile, Madam, to ſee me ſo com- 
plaiſant to one whom I pay for his viſit--- 
now I own I think it not enough barely to 
pay thoſe whoſe talents are ſuperior to our 
own; (I mean ſuch talents as would become 
our condition if we had them) methinks we 
eught to do ſomething more than gratify 

them 
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them for what they do at our command, 
only becauſe their fortune is below us.” 


To return tv the narrative. Epwix and 


WarptGRAve waited on Mr. WRITLXV. 


the manager, to ſolicit an engagement--- 
but whether it aroſe from his company be- 
ing full, or that the appearance of thoſe 
itinerants promiſed no additional aggran- 
dizement, I cannot determine; but certain 
it is that WRHITLEY gave them both an icy 
negative, but this negative was qualified by 
the ſucceeding exhor tation, © Gentlemen, 
you have embarked in a profeſſion of all 
others the moſt difficult to fulfil with pro- 
priety from the youthful aſpect of ye both, 
your practice muit haye been limited, and 
your conception of the evils you muſt en- 
counter imperfect----nothing ſhort of an 
wreſfiſtible propenſity. ſhould induce any 
man to venture his. peace upon the ſtage, 
where, to many, even his excellencies appear 
as defects — If you go to London, the 
fountain head of theatric fame, with what 
torments is the blefling of a decent ſalary 
inter mingled- you are there ſubject to the 

Con- 


643 ) 
cbndemnation of every ideot, in whoſe por- 
trait malice or meanneſs are predominant 
eatures --an actor is frequently brought out of 
the country on a ſmall ſalary to ſupplant one 
in town, that the manager may ſuppoſe toe 
conſequential---the queſtion on theſe occa- 
ſions is, What ſort of a performer is this 
gentleman from Vork? the anſwerer re- 
Joins excellent but as all things are deter- 
mined by compariſon, it frequently happens 
that the actor who appeared very meritor1- 
ous at York, being the beit there, will 
look very indifferent in London, when ex- 
hibiting on the ſame boards with perſons of 
laperior genius---even the late Mr. Garrick 
confeſſed himſelf in an error on this point to 
the facetious Mr. Foote, who was then a 


member of Drury-lane Theatre,” Why 


Sir,” ſaid he, (ſpeaking of a raw comedian) 


« I thought this man a capital fellow at | 


Norwich, but now I ſec him by WSTox, 
I am convinced to the contrary”---*< You 
are right, Davy,” faid the wit, © compant- 
ſons determine every thing, therefore, when 
ſhall I perform Bayes?” © when you will 


Sir,” added Garrick, © but I take the 


hint, 
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him, and ſhall certainly for my own honour 
keep out of the way”---< Now, gentlemen,” 
fad WRITL EY, though an actor in the 
country has nothing to fear from the ſeve- 
rity of diurnal] criticiſm, he has every thing 
to apprehend from bad buſineſs, and the 
dzmons of ftaryation---I have. been a ma- 
nager myſelf ſeveral years, and have often 
played through a whole town without ſha- 
ring a fouts---I well remember upon one of 
theſe unfortunate movements, that I chan- 
ced to paſs by a public houſe window, and 
on looking in, faw ſeveral of my actors ca- 
rouſing over a large bowl of punch, as 
happy as ſo many fmugglers in the year 
fifty immediately- reproved them for 
their ſeeming extravagance- are not you 
aſhamed gentlemen,” faid I, © to drink 
punch, while I your employer am obliged 
to drink water ?”---< Why, maſter Wir- 
LEY,” anſwered a pert fellow, I am ſure 
you don't intend to pay for it“ No,” 
laid I, „nor you neither, by G——d.” 


« Gentlemen,” continued WRITILEV, 
& acting is fo laborious, diſagrecable, and 
*unPro- 


and 
ro- 


( 145 )) | 
unprofitable a profeſſion, except to thoſe wid 
by the art of puffing, or other ſiniſter means, 
ean mount to the ſummit of popularity, and 
even then it is not recompenſed with ſuch 
pleaſurable douceurs as many other ſituations 
in life, leſs oſtentatious, but more deſirea- 
ble---for my part; I have been born and 
bred to it, and cannot diſencumber myſelf 
of its inquietudes---indeed, now I do not 
wiſh it---as I have paſſed the meridian of 
my being in circumnavigating the dramatic 
planet, I am determined to continue the 
progreſs, even though I am decreed to paſs 
through a fog in my declenſion---my daughe 
ter BeT too ſeems reſolved to follow her fa- 


ther's example---as it is difficult you know to 


make a proper proviſion for girls, I believe I 
ſhall not retard her wiſhes; and ſhould ſhe 
be ever fortunate enough to keep her coach, 
and circulate her beheſt among the bipeds 
of the kitchen; no one can throw it in her 
teeth, that her father was a tailor! ! 


Though WurtLty did not give either 
Ebwix or WALDEGRAVE an engagement; 


he contrived to engage their attention at 
Yor. I. L Bow-- 


(26) 
'Bowpen's*, the theatric public houſe in 
Mancheiter—during the courſe of their ſtay 
there, a perſon employed to deliver bills 
for the next night, put one on the table, 
which was conſtructed as follows: 


THEATRE, MANCHESTER, 


This preſent Monday, Nov. 26th, 1766. 
By deſire of Mrs. Nuss, 
For the Benefit of 
| Mr. Ricn, 
Who teſpectfully informs his friends and the 
public, that in conſequence of his engage. 
ment for the winter ſeaſon at the Theatre 
Royal, Edinburgh, his performance at 
this place, intended only at firſt for a cer- 
tain number of nights, will terminate 
' to-morrow evening, when his patrons 
will be preſented with 
A ParLupr, called 
Fun upon Fun, 
CES 
Wix at a Prxcn. 


| + The father of the vocal performer of the ſame name, 
"who performed two ycars fince at Covent Garden 


Theatre. 


Barn- 


Ame, 
rden 


ari- 
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Barnwell——=Mr. Warren, 


 Noddy Mr. .LticaTon, 
Gripeall Mr. SaunDERs, 
Poliy- Mrs. W. SAUNDERS, 
And Harry, (the intriguing footman) by 
Mr. Rick. | 
In which character he will transform him- 
into a GranT Like STATUE of AL EXAN· 
DER the Gaar, and a Chip of Two 
Years:OtD!!l | 
End of the Prelude a Song, by Mr. 
| WARWICK, 
After which (by deſire) will be performed 
the admired Comedy of the 
BEAUX SrRATAOCEM. 

Archer Mr. SAUNDERS. 
Aimwell - Mr. Cor Lixs. 
Gibbet. VVr. TYLas. 

Bonniface - Mr. Drvaurrr. 
Sullen- Mr. W. SAUNDERS. 

And Scrub-—by Mr. Rich. 

To which character he will introduce a new 
ſong, deſcribing to the audience, 


O Wrar a Beau ,-  - 
His GRAN Ny Was! ; 
£97 L. 2 Dor inda, 


| 8 
Dorinda Mrs. Mir rs. 
Cherry IMs. GxENVITLIE. 
Gipſey-- Mrs. SMART. 
ee ee w Mrs. Loc. 


YES A * . k F 


Mrs. Sullen Mrs, CoLLINSs, 


To which will be added, the Muſical enter- 


tainment of 


The Bn ITisH TAR; 
OR 
THoMas and 3 
The Squire, ———Mr. TyIAR. 
. r 
Thomas (the Sailor)-Mr. Rich. 
Dorcas I MMrs. MiLs, 
Ap 
Sales Miss. Cort I xs. 


A 2 57 5 Mr. LI IOHrox. 


After the dance Mr. TyrAx will attempt 


the minuet in Ariadne, on a broomſtick; 


in the manner of the late Marrhrw 


SktGos—after which a new ſpeaking, 
ſinging, comic, deſoriptive and claſſical, 


| and circumſtantial Oration, called the 


9 — | RICHONTAN 
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* 


Ricnon! an Bub or, 
OR | 
PxerinG Tom's ramble through Coventry, 

* humorouſly deſcribing obſervations in 
his adventures through the Town 24 irs 
environs, &c. &c. 

Particularly, 

The Rivers To K and IswELL, 
The Mancuegsrrr ManuracTURES, 
The Col LE Ox, 

The MARKET PLACE, 

And the THAT RE, by 

| Mr. Ricn. | 
The whole to conclude with an addreſs, in 
which Mr. Rica will divulge a 
eden dog ne ies by ants 
0 
A new way to keep a Wit at home lt 


+4 


1 


N. B. On account of the length and 
"pt great variety of entertainments, Mr. Rica 
K 3 pledges himſelf to the public, that the cur- 
_— tain ſhall riſe preciſely at half paſt fix, and 
ng, the whole of the performance conclude at 
al, half paſt ten o'clock. 


AN | L 3 % Mr. 
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„ Mr. Rick reſpectively begs leave 
to inform his friends and the public, that he 


has been anxiouſly ſtudious in the ſelection 


of the above pieces he has endeavoured to 
unite NoveLTY with Mair, and has in 
conſequence of that determination ſpared no 
expence, in obtaining for them an unexcep- 
tionable evening's entertainment the Play 
is univerſally acknowledged to be the very 


beſtproduct ion ofthe celebrated FAR HAR, 


and not inferior to the firſt of our Engliſh 
Comedies for“ delicate wit and true genuine 
humour — The PRELUDE, he flatters him- 
ſelf, will be found highly laughable; and the 
local and deſcriptive humour, or Peeping 
Tom s ramble, cannot fail to give an additional 
zeſt to the night's diverſion— Mr. TyLAR's 
minuet is expected to give general ſatis- 


* Mr. Ric could not poſſibly allude to a female 
Comedy, for all the ladies from Mrs. Brus down to Mrs. 
CowLFy, who have written for the Engliſli ſtage, have 
been notorious for the freedom of their thoughts, and tte 
indelicacy of their language their invention ſeems ſo 
obedient to their ſenſuality, that ti e / want the ability 
to create a jeſt, not analogous to libertiniſm. 


faction, 


8 6325100 1 
faction, as well as the addreſs and matrimo- 
nial ſecret. 


The whole of the night's performance will: 
be ſupported by the united ſtrength of the 
company. Mr. Rich preſumes to hope, 
that his exertions on this occaſion will 
meet with that approbation and ſupport,” 
which it will be his chiefeſt pride to merit. 


The way will be ſwept to the The- 


atre, and the Houſe illuminated with 


WAX, g 
N. B. It will be KMoontirent: 


Tickets and places for the boxes to be 
taken of Mr. Ricn, at Mr. Dizzy's Shoe- 
maker, No. 31, Penny ſtreet, and of Mr. 
SLY, Box-keeper at the Theatre. 


———— —-— 


So much for a country play bill; the con- 
ſequence of which was a prodigious overflow 


from all parts of the Theatre, aad Mr. 
ba” „5 Ricg 
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Rick the only perſon pleaſed ach the 
night's entertainment—the ample premiſe 
of the bill was literally the puff direct the 
pieces announced were not half performed 
—the candles, inſtead of wax, were made of 
offenſive tallow— the way to the Theatre 
was in ſome places over ſnoes in mud, and 
thoſe who never conſult an Almanack, or 
the motions of the luminous bodies in the 
firmament, had the mertification, when 
they came out of the play-houſe, to find it 
was not moon-light. 


The groſs impoſitions of this night, did 
conſiderable injury to two or three ſucceed- 
ing benefits, which produced a diſpute 
between Mr. Rich and Mr. BALL the 
Tragedian; the quarrel ended in a fight to 
the diſadvantage of the Comedian, and the 
| buſkin triumphed over the lock—Mr, Ricn 
was led home with two black eyes, hereto- 
fore grey, and Mr. Bal kept the field, to 
receive the congratulations of thoſe, who 
thought themſelves obliquęly inſulted by * 
wy and his long bill, 


Although 
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Although, WnrrTLey was evermore garru- 
lous, yet his profeſſional document ſeldom 
had the propoſed effect—his performers cun- 
ſider ed talking much as an old man's privi- 
lege, and did not reſiſt his innoxious endea- 
yours to be thought wiſer than his neighbours 
but the recommendatory axiom fell from 
his tongue, like grain upon a rock, no pro- 
duce iſſued from the intended bleſſing, in 
ſhort, his company were a band of merry 
ingrates, who imagined his advice, like the 
philoſophy of Bolingbroke, or the politics 
of Machiavel, ruinous to the object who 
embraced the ſyſtem. 


Epwix began to feel himſelf in an au- 
ward firnation, out of employment, and 
reſting for the means of ſubſiſtence upon the 
purſe of another; to avoid which he engaged 


in the performance of ſome periodical pub- 
lications, and aſſiſted Mr, Hazzue in the 


conduct of the 
MANCHESTER MzRcuRyY, 
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A man who has a lively fancy, cannot 
indulge its dictates ſo completely in any 
ſituation, as through the medium of a news- 


paper; to give a ſtriking example of this 
remark, I will ſubjoin ſome inſtances. In 


one place we find the victory of a general, 
in another the deſertion of a private ſoldier : 
A man who isby no means big enough for the 
Gazette, may eaſily creep into a common ad- 
vertiſement, by which means we often ſee an 
Apothecary in the ſame paper with a Pleni- 
potentiary, or a footman arranged with an 
Ambaſſador—a diſaſter in Piccadilly, goes 
down to poſterity with an article from 
Madrid; and Humphries and Mendoza, 
Old Wigs and the Cheſhire-waggon, are 
mentioned in the ſame paper with the 
twelve Judges and the Emperor of Germany 
if a man has an ach in his head, or ſpots 
on his cloaths, he may there meet with an 


antidote to pain, and a remedy for pollution 


If a man would recover his wife, or a 
horſe that is ſtolen or ſtrayed, if he wants 
new ſermons, electuaries, aſſes milk or a 
country lodging, a newſpaper will procure 
them all, | 

Among 


61580 
Among the wants in a newſpaper, the 
following was inter woven Wanted for a 
family who have bad health, a ſober ſteady 
perſon in the capacity of Doctor, Surgeon, 
Apothecary and Man midwife ; he muſt 
occaſionally act in the capacity of Butler, and 
dreſs hair and wigs: he will be required 
to read prayers occaſionally and a ſermon 
every Sunday evening the reaſon of 


advertiſing is, that the family cannot any 


longer afford the expences of the phyfical 
ſuite, and wiſh to be at a certain expence. 
A good ſalary will be given. 


N. B. He will have the liberty to turn 


à penny in any branch of his profeſſion, 
when not wanted in the family. Whoever 


this may ſuit, are deſired to apply to X. Y. 


Z. No. 16, Fludyer- ſtreet, Weſtminſter. 


The eccentricivy of the above notice, can 
only be equalled by the whimſicality of the 


following. - Loſt between light and dark, 


between ſix and ſeven o'clock, from a houſe 
between Cheapſide and Catzaton-ſtreer, 
A young Woman, between ſeventeen and 


eighteen, 
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eighteen, between tall and ſhort, between 
plump and lean, her hair between cheſnut 
and auburn, in a changeable gown between 
purple and yellow, ſuppoſed to be gone off 
(between friends) with one. IonaT1vs, a 
creole between black and white : as there has 
been ſowething between them of a particu- 

lar nature, whoever can give an account of 
her between this and Saturday next, to her 
_ diſtracted. father, who is now between hope 
and fear, ſhall receive between ten and 
twenty pounds as a reward, 


Pleaſe to direct with any initials between 
A and Z, to a houſe between Cheapſide 
and King: ſtreet. e 


A collection of advertiſements is a kind 
of national miſcellany, the writers of which, 
contrary to the practice of moſt authors, 
give money for the publication : the genius 
of the printer is manifeſted in the arrange- 
ment of theſe little tracts of intelligence, and 
you may often ſee them in the following 
order, 


Every 
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Every man his on Letter writer. 

Every man his on Phyſician. 

Every man his on Clergyman. 

The complete Engliſh Cook, with the art of 

pickling; 

An immediate. convenience 1 * 1 Ian 
whoſe fituation requires a mr re- 
tirement. 

Wars a place, as wet nurſe, 1 in a gen- 
tleman's family, a young woman with an 
exceeding good breaſt of milk. N. B. ſhe 
has been examined, and approved by tne 
faculty. | 


WanTzp—A young man as footman, 
he muſt know how to ſhave and dreſs hair, 
ſpeak the German, Italian, and French 
languages with fluency ; wait at table with 
addreſs, and be well acquainted with the bu- 
ſineſs of the ſideboard—wages ten pounds a 
year with perquiſites. | 


Any Lady under thirty years of age, who 


is ſweet tempered and not too fat, and wiſhes 


to enter into the delightful ſtate of matrimo- 
ny, may hear of a partner, amiable in his | 
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perſon, and who is quite indifferent as to 
the complexion of his wife, and other at- 
tractive circumſtances, by application to N. 
O. at Mr. Jaskv's Peruke maker, Little 
Britain. N. B. To. prevent trouble, the 
Lady muſt poſſeſs an independent fortune. 


Rars and Mick extirpated from any 
dwelling on moderate terms, by MARY 
Muscip ur A, Ratcatcher to the King of Po- 
 Jand* .-” 


HYGEIAS TEMPLE. ,» 


Any. perſon afflicted with any diſorder, 
whether internal, external, abdominal, or 
hereditary, may be inſtantly relieved by 
ſending their water in a bottle (with a fee) 
to Decrox Diacuruu on London wall. 


N. B. No Cure no Pay. 


By his Majeſty's Royal Letters Patent— 
this is to inform the nobility and Gentry, 
* \ 
that BARNABY PrrtiTE, ſole inventor of the 
Dentiscalpa or Imperial Toora Pick, has 


now a great aſſortment ready for their vic: 
| As 


659 ) 
As the importance and utility of cheſe inge- 
niouſly conſtructed inſtruments has been 


thinks it ay to enlarge upon tear 
merits. q 


Now 1s YOUR TIME. 


- 


Fortune Favours the Bold. 


At the old eſtabliſhed LoTTrexy Orrice, 
Number one hundred and eleventy, Knave's- 
acre, blanks and prizes are fold much 
under the real value— | 


By Broptrick BLARNEY and Co. 
N. B. By the way of er.couragement ro 


be given away for nothing, and an UNGF EDN 
ticket to boot. 


WaxrTep by one of the Iroquois nations, 
a Generalliſjimo or chicf—he mult bring un- 
quſtionable proofs of his courage, and be 


able 


univerſally acknowledged, the advertiſer 
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able to throw the hatchet—his noſe muſt 
be aquiline—his ſtature fix feet and an inch; 
his complexion tawny, and the colour of his 
hair raven grey—W hoever this may ſuit, is 
requeſted to tend his addreſs to SpAbo To- 
MAHAWK, at the ſign of the Lion and Lamb 
in Bull and Mouth ſireet. 


N. B. He miſt have no religious pre- 
Judices. And a Cook, a Butcher, or a Critic, 
would be moſt welcome. 


WaxrTtD an azreeable companion for a poft 
chaiſe, to go to Geneva—he muſt not weigh 
more than eighteen ſtone—his diſpoſition 
mult be placid and his morals irreproacha- 
ble—whoever this may ſuit, 1s requeſted to 
leave his addreſs with PETER SouRcRouT, 


Eſq. who lodges at an undertaker's, juſt be- 


fore you get to Pall Mall. 


N. B. He mull not ſleep in the chaiſe, 
be a good Geographer, and take ſnuff. 
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LosrT on Sunday laſt in the Green Park, 
a black Greyhound, with a white ſpot on 
the left ear, and a tail about three inches in 
length; whoever brings it to the CounTzss 
of KiLxuBRY, in Cavendiſh Square, ſhall 
receive five guineas reward. 


Losr, a Child about ſour years of age; 
he had on a white frock, a blue ſaſh, red 
ſhoes and ſilver claſps; whoever brings him 
to his diſconſolate parents, at No. 17, 
Turnagain Lane, Cripplegate, ſhall receive 


their moſt grateful thanks, 


Ex pede herculem : from this ſpecimen, the 
reader may be enabled to judge of that vaſt 
maſs of multifarious abſurdity, which 1s daily 
offered to the inſatiate appetite of Jonx 
BuLL—but he 1s a docile, credulous brute, 


who gorges his food without examining its 


quality, and like a muſcular drunkard, 
hopes to elude a conſequent ſickneſs by the 
force of a ſtrong conſtitution, 


Perhaps it may not be deemed either 
relative or impertinent, if I annex a cor- 
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rect lift of all the daily newſpapers. now in 
Circulation in this metropolis,” 


* 


Daily NEWSPAPERS. 


The Drizy. The ORACLE, The Monx- 
Id Cnuronicle, The WorrLD, The 


TIAxs, The MokxINO Posr, The H- 
Rarp, The GENERAL ADVERTISER, The 


GAZETTEER, The Punic ADveRTiSER, 
The Axcus, The Dairy ADyeRTISER, 
The LDGER, and the STAR. 


And though the incoakitenty of our ana- 


tional character is rendered ſo conſpicuous 


to foreigners, through the medium of the 
public prints, it is equally notorious. in the 
ſpirit of our laws“. By their unjuſtifiable 
| inter- 


7 


There are not wanting thoſe who boldly affirm, that 
the laws of this country are unexeeptionable in every point 
of view, and who arrogantly would hold them forth to 
the world as examples of perfect legiſlation—thoſe who 
bend to all ſupremacy, whether well or ill eſtabliſhed, 
may yield up their experience to the fallacy of intereſted 


opinion, but of that number am not I—we have miſcry- 


caught. inſtances ran, when honeſt men are ſacrificed to 
ihe 


* 
ih. 


163) 


interpretation the impulſe of honor becomes 


a ſerious evil, and though we are taught to 
nurture it in our youth as a beautiful com- 
panion, we have the regret to find, that in 
many ſituations, its dictates are pernicious: 
and proves ſomewhat hke the influence of 
the ſun, whoſe beams firſt mature the grape 
and then ſour its juices—lI ſhould be happy 
to know how a man, whe wtſhes well to ſoci- 
ety and bows obedient to the laws, can paſs 
through the ranks of ſocial life with "hos 


the e jargon of what the Fe ont term the 
letter of the law, while the moſt conſummate villains can 


crouch ſecurely under its magical protection, and ſmile at 


the - writhings of virtue—The antient, intolerable power 
which the prieft formerly exerciſed over the aſinine million, 
is now Uſurped by the /azvzer—he goads the hamlet at his 
pleaſure, and riots unchecked, becauſe he is too formida- 
ble for common reſiſtance he can beggar without re- 
proof the Orphan in the Nurſery, and the Widow in her 
Weeds—he can be infamous without reſponſibility, be- 
cauſe the mazes of the law are impervious, even to the eye 
of wifdom—and that human atrocity might exiſt without 
reproach, it has been gravely afferted and vehemently 
upheld, that Ta urn is 4 LiBBL, thereby deſtroying 


the reſentment and the advantages of moral dignity—our 


ſiſter kingdom has ſpurned at the monſtrous abſurdity, 
but Jonx BULL is a vile apatbiſed beaſt, that every info- 


lent deſpot may kick ſrom Kent to Cornwall! 
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of mind, when our ſtatutes and our cuſtoms 
are hoſtile to each other—on the one hand, 
honor rigorouſly condemns the man who 
patiently ſubmits to the lie taten; on the 
other, our courts of judicature iſſue their 
thunders againſt any revenge taken for the 
lie given—by the law of arms he is degraded 
who puts up an affront—by the civil law, be 
that adopts vengeance incurs a capital pu- 
niſhment—He that ſeeks redreſs by the law 
for an affront inſures diſgrace—and he that 
ſeeks redreſs by his arm is liable to the pe- 
nalties of the law. 


Under ſuch contradictory circumſtances, 
who can do right—in a ſea fo incumbered 
by breakers, who can ſteer the helm of his 
happineſs with ſecurity ? 


For fuch ills we are indebted to the pro- 
greſs of refinement in the earlier ages fo. 
ciety moved in a ſimple manner; and what 
we underſtand by the term Luxury, was 
then unknown—Rachel, Rebecca, and the 
daughters of Jethro tended their father's 

flocks—they were really ſheperdeſſes, artleſs 
| as 
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(6165) 
as thoſe of whom Theocritus has ſo inimi- 
tably ſung—in whoſe days young women of 
faſhion drew water from the well with their 
own hands Ulyſſes was not aſhamed to 
carve and decorate his bridal bed, and Pe- 
nelope never thought her hero's glory was 
diminiſhed, becauſe he condeſcended to be 
his own carpenter—the princeſs Nauſica 
waſhed the linen of her family at a brook, 
and the princes her brothers were accuſtom- 
ed to wait for her return to unyoke the car, 


and carry in the wet drapery—even the fe- 


minine deities in the proudeſt periods of 


paganiſm, paſſed their moments in ſpinning, 
and it was probably from this cauſe that the 


young women of Great Britain are denomi- 
nated ſpinſters, 7 


In our days ambition erects her gariſh 
banners in every town and village of the 
kingdom, and pride impels the peaſant to 
tread upon the heels of the peer—Every 
woman we meet expects ta be diſtinguiſhed 


by the appellation of Lady, which is now 
generally conferred on all females, from a 


ducheſs to a dairy-maid—it is not unuſual 
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5 
to hear the following polite colloquy in the 
upper gallery of a theatre: | 


e Don't lean over that there /ady, ſir,” 
« Damme, what's the /ady to me, fir ?” 


The lamp- lighter, duſt man, the ſhoe- 
black and the porter, who rove on a Sunday 
with their ſpouſes to dine at Mother Red 
Cap's on the Highgate road, 


5 Vont touch no wittles BY the ladies is helpt. 


Every woman on the ſabbath, however 
mean her condition, conſiders herſelf as le- 
gally entitled to ſuch honors, 'and never fails 
to ſhew ſymptons of mortification, if ſhe 1s 
not dignified as a lady; —having ſtudied the 
vocabulary of affectation, ſhe imagines it is 
polite to ſcrew up her mouth, till the aper- 
ture reſembles a Imall purſe, and then 
mumbles thus ; 


& Mem—purdigiou 5—veaſtly—axquiſite— 1. 
« My ſlars and garters its quite the Bung- tun.“ 


: And 
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And many other words equally well prd⸗ 
nounced, and equally well applied“. 


I conſider human nature as a large volume 
of humourous contrarieties, and in which 


caprice and folly have interlined the argu- 
ments of morality—obſervation has an end- 
leſs field in this town—the oppoſition of 
character is marvellous—ſome people ſpeak 


I ſhall here annex a proof, that a deviation from the 


common mode of expreſſion, is ſometimes attended with 


the beſt effects to the inventor—there was a trial in Guild 


hall, about an affray that happened in the ſtreet, a fe 
years ſince, before Lord Ma x81 £LD—the principal witneſs. 
was an adept in that fort of language, which the young 


ladies and gentlemen of Broad St. Giles term fang—he 


thus addreſſed the bench“ Vy, my Lox, as I vas 
coming by the corner of the ſtreet, I fagged the man 
« Pray,” faid Lox D MANSFIELD, © be ſo kind, as to in- 
form me what you mean by flagging a manꝰ 4. Staging. 
my Lord! vy d'ye ſee I was down upen him confeſs 
I am now is much in the dark as ever; what can you in- 


tend by being down, upon him? do ſpeak to be underſtood” 


My, an pleaſe your Lordſhip, I ſpeaks as yell as I can, 
I vas wp to all he bara” H“! ſaid the judge vel 
then my Lord, I'll tell you how it vas“ Aye, now do“ 
My, ſeeing, my Lord, as how he vas a rum kiddy, I 
vas one upon his tag -In ſhort, he was hurried out of 


court, and the trial became incomplete from the N 
habits of vulgarity. 
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(1686 ). 
before they think others carefully ſtudy 
every thing they utter Voung ladies who 
read novels commonly abound in the ſub- 
joined phraſes. e 


By the Bvx, 
AND IN SHORT, 
AND THE WHOLE AFFAIR IS THIS. 


Such nymphs expreſſing their thoughts, 
prate thus: In ſhort, ſir, I found Mr, Turi 
troubleſome, I wanted to get away, but by 
the bye, he would not let me : for the whole 
affair is this ; by the bye, J have ſome obli- 
gations to him, which in ſhort made me 
put up with his behaviour: ſo that you find 
| the whole affair was neceſſity : which in 

ſhort, by the bye, was the whole affair. 


Many of the fprigs of humanity, bipedal 
parrots, Petite Maitres—or pretty fellows, 
interlard their converſation with a continual 
repetition of the words, 
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One of thoſe animals, giving a deſcrip- 
tion of a rencontre in Long-acre, between 
two barrow- women, ſaid, —* D'ye ſee now, 
as how, that the two women had been 
fighting and abuſing one another a long time 
dye ſee, at laſt the leaſt of the two 4'ye /ee, 


threw ſomething in the other's eyes 4'ye ſee, 


and fo ſhe cou'dn't ſee d'ye ſee?” © Yes, 


continued a pedantic gentleman, by way or 


illuſtration, who always ſpoke as if on ſtilts, 
and had been a dictionary worm from his 
cradle; the forked animal who had the 
worſt of the battle was knocked down, 
and no one chuſing to interfere, ſhe was left 


expoſed to the circumambient air, which, 


preſſing on the perſpiratory ducts, coagula- 
ted the juices, andoccaſioneda cadaveroſity. 


Thus is our tongue tortured - miſnomers 
multiplied, and our patience purgatoriſed 
bur I will drop digreſſion, and return to my 


' biographical labours. 


Ebwix, who had been indiſpoſed during 
his whole ſtay at Mancheſter, feeling himſelf 
every day become worſe, was obliged to 
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(1 ). 
keep at home, and what was more diſagree- 
ble to his feelings, dependent upon the 
purſe of WALD ECR VR for ſupport and 
this regret was redoubled, by Wa b- 
GRAVE'S making ſome ungenerous remarks 
to Epwix, on his embarraſſing ſituation, 
and frequently told him that he muſt inevi- 
tably die—As the Prince of burlettas was 
ever above an act of meanneſs, ſuch taunts 
from his colleague were inſupportable—he 
was reſolved to ſhake him from his friend- 
ſhip, as ſoon as he was enabled to repay the 
money he had borrowed, and Hygeia, as if 


ready to ſecond his reſolution, removed the 


cauſe of malady from his veins, and he re- 
covered almoſt immediately, as if in defi- 
ance of WALDEGRAVE'S s M{piriting predic- 
tion. 


A young gentleman of the town furniſh- 
ed EbwIN with a {mall ſum of money, with 
which he repaid his aſſociate and left his 


lodgings, at Mrs. Dopp's, a public houſe 


on Shude hill, Mancheſter, on Saturday 
morning the 27th of December, 1776. 


* 


Now 
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(/ 198. N 
Now morn, her rofy ſteps in the Eaſtern clime, 
un x ſow*d the earth with orient pearl. 


When the diſcomfited Epwin, tied up 
his rare habiliments in a ſmall pocket hand- 
kerchief, the knot of which he attached to 
the hook of à crab ſtick, which he reſted 
upon his right ſhoulder, and then hurried 
from the confines of the town with as much 


precipitation, as diſcretion warrants to the 


pedeſtrian in a ſtate of convaleſcence—when 
he had journied peaceably, if not joyouſly, 
about twenty miles, in the hope of getting 


an engagement as an actor, he diſcovered. 
that he had made a ſmall miſtake which had 
nearly proved ruinous, being ſo reſtricted 


in point of caſh—This error originated in 
his forgetting the name of the town where 
the company of Comedians were—and an 
evil ſtar governing the hour, the unlucky 
infant of Momus went to Northwich in- 
ſtead of Nantwich ; both being equally diſ- 
tant from Mancheſter, though they were not 
equally welcome to his expectations. This 
diſappointment, added to his weak ſtate of 
be diſheartened Epwin very much; 
however 
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however, he croſſed a foreſt in the vicinity 
the next day and got to Cheſter, where he 
neſtled at Mrs. Sdirn's, the Ship; in Water- 
gate ſtreet. In this abode he remained three 
days on the fourth, walked to Wrexham.- 
put up at the ſign of the Cannon, alittle pub- 
lic houſe, where a nice bit of roaſt Welch 
mutton waited his acceptance, and the civi- 
lities of the landlord and landlady, with their 
agreeable, though ruſticated converſation, 
made the comic traveller extremely happy 
till bed time - In the paroxyſm of their diſ- 
courſe, Epwin did not fail to make unlimi- 
ted uſe of the amandevilian privilege of ſub- 
orning the marvellous to his imagination, 
and as he found that the kind hoſt and 
hoſteſs of the Cannon had never been in or 
near the metropolis, bounced not a little upon 
its beauties and its properties he told them 
that the national debt was nine hundred 
thouſand millions, ſeven hundred, and ſixty 
four pounds eight ſhillings and fourpence 
T hat the vileſt utenſil of my Lord Mayor 
was made of burniſhed gold—that every 
alley was as wide as the high ſtreet of W rex- 
Imm— that a cobler got more money than 

5 a Den- 


73 

a Denbyſhire juſtice, and every body wore 

fine linen and kept open houſe—but even this 

ſtring of extravagances were not either too 

coarſe in their texture, or too palpable in 

their deformed features, for the credulous 

and capacious fancies of the Welchman and 
| his yoke fellow, who conſtantly choruſſed in 
| uniſon, every account of the wonders of 
London, by the ſimple exclamation of Cox 
pleſs hur ! ! ! | 


When the day became fickened, and was 
near giving up the ghoſt—when the ena- 
moured Onus was flealing away in ſilent 
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| pomp adown the weſtern cloud—when the 

4 Antipodes were ringing up their domeſtics, 

to prepare the breakfaſt at the approach of l 

: morn—when the pulſes of Thetis beat ; 

quick, while her coral chamber was dimly : 
illuminated with diſtant flaſhes fram her i 

7 F Ty 7 

: lover's eye, who was riding poſt to her em- f 
braces—to be brief, at the approach of 3 

F 23 4 
night, as Ebwix was quaffing his ale in a cor- 4 

ner, his ears were ſaluted with the concord of 27 

ſweet ſounds which iſſued from a neighbour- ? 


ing room—the event was not myſterious— 
| OS there 
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F 
there the niece of the hoſt of the Cannon 
was ſcouring her trenchers, and wooden 
ſpoons, and to prove how little ſne valued 
time or his adminiſtration, ſung it away 
with an indifference truly philoſophic 
the raviſhed Ebwix could not retain his 
filence—his admiration was paramount, 
and he aſtoniſhed the brown wench thus 


Sure ſomnething holy lodges in that breaſt, 
And with thoſe raptures moves the vocal air, 
To teſtify his hidden reſidence. 

How ſweetly. did they float upon the wings 
Of ſilence! Thus the empty vaulted night, 
At every fall, ſmoothing the raven down © 
Of darkneſs till it ſmil'd— — 


{7 | iv 


The effect of this exclamation was not 
propitious to his wiſhes—the girl ſcudded 
away in affright, and the lord and lady of 
the auberge ſtared at the unrazored Roſcius 
in ſuch a manner, as plainly conveyed an 
idea that they imagined. his, underſtanding 
was imperſe&t—as ha incident tended to 
cool that warmth of communication ex- 
hibited at their firſt interview, the player 
retired within himſelf ſomewhat ſulkily, and 
fat immerſed in thought, until a general 


yawn ſignified it was bed time,— 
The 


; (ens 
& The curfew tolbd the knell of parting day.“ 


And Evwin bowed obedient to the 
ſummons he ſought the oblivious couch 
ſhook off the incumbrances of his perſon— | 
extinguiſhed the narrow taper—leapt be- 
tween the ſheets manufactured by the roſeate 
nymphs of Cambria, from remnants of 
coarſe dowlas—uttered a prayer of thanks- 
giving to his Creator then an invocation 
to Somnus, and turning upon the dexter 
fide of his fatigued frame, would have ſlept 
incontinently, but the nocturnal gambols 
of the mice in the cheeſe cloſet, and the rats 
upon the floor, forbid the completion of ſo 
1 enviable a bleſſing—At two a clock in the 
4 morning, a number of theſe wall-boring 
1 quadrupeds from Norway, had aſſembled 
5 in the comedian's chamber, and from the 
4 force of loud ſqueeking in different diſ- 
8 cordant notes, threw the affrighted ſon of 
0 Theſpis into a ſtate of violent trepidation 
25 In thoſe intervals when his reaſon had 
r nearly ſubdued his terrors, he practiſed a 
4 variety of arts to baniſh ſuch unwelcome 
al inmates; firſt he took up the jordan, and 

| ſtealing to the ſpot where the congreſs 
ue 4 ſcemed 
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„ 
ſeemed moſt numerous, emptied it upon 
the collective body — this manceuvre had a 
temporary effect only, as the rats returned 
to their charge in ten minutes, with accu- 
mulated force —he then adopted another 
muricidian meaſure, and deſtroyed the 
harmony of a nuptial catch, by throwing 
the pillows with -all the force he could, 
where the four-footed minſtrels had cluſtered 
thickeſt—this expedient was ruinous to 
the concert, but did not. anſwer the deſired 
purpoſe—the rats recovered their ranks, 
and, as if in contempt: of Epwin's indig- 
nation, began their revels again with more 
infernal triumph than before—Both theſe 
devices having miſcarried, the perturbed 
adherent to Thalia, gave himſelf up to 
deſpair—his corporeal juices ifſued from 
every pore—his ſhort ſhirt firſt, became 


humid, and then wet—the bed-frame ſhook 


under him, for he thought that ſomething 
preternatural influenced the rats to ſhake 
his repoſe, and he certainly would have 
fainted, if his guardian genius had not ſug- 
geſted a timely effort of cunning—this ſug- 
geſtion was to borrow the vocal organs of 

a Cat. 


. 


a cat—EDpwin luckily was not unhappy at 
imitation—he mewed three times—firſt, 
Piano, ſecondly, in alto, and thirdly, in 


voca alto—the firſt eſſay alarmed—the 


ſecond divided the grand body, and the 
third drove them all with precipitation from 
the precincts of his little white-waſhed 
recels, 


Relieved from intruders and overpowered 
with toil, our hero ſunk into reſt, and was 
very happy to find on a thorough examin- 
ation the next morning, that his perſon 
was unwounded, and his portable properties 
entire. x 


When he deſcended at break of day into 
the kitchen of the welch Hotel—the land- 
lord met him with a kind ſalutation, and 
enquired with much ſolicitude, how he had 
reſted the preceding night—As Epwin had 
received no bodily injury, and did not 


mean to repeat the trial, he thought it as 


well to appear ſatisfied as other wiſe The 
tea apparatus being diſplayed upon a round 
deal table, almoſt white by the rubbings of 

Vob. I, N dlleanlineſe, 
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( 8 ) 
cleanlineſs, including ſome oaten bread, 
and a pan of Iriſh butter, he fat down with 
the lord of the manſion and his ruddy 
mate, and after drinking nine cups of the 
- diſtillation of Souchong, and eating three 
flices from the huſky loaf, each one inch 
and a half in thickneſs, called for his bill, 
which run preciſely thus, 


| „ 
Roaſt Mutton - - 0 6 
PF 3 © 1 
Apple-pye - - + 0 3 
Three pints of Ale - o 6 
Tobacco - - - © 1 
Brandy - - =- 0 1 
Toaſted Cheeſe = = - © 1 
Bed - - - - - - © 3 
Breakfalt <= - « - - © 4 
2 22 


The amount of this bill, though ſeemingly 
reaſonable and cheap, was conſidered then 
as ſingularly exorbitant The iraſcible ven- 


der of ale and cheeſe, at the Cannon, being 


Fe m_—_ 


\ . 1 D ee 
vw 2 < * [- 
8 "> AT. 58 hy . 1 
8 = S l fol 

A Af . "pd P 


„„ CO, 
a reputed miſer, who would refuſe credit to 
the Curate, ſif he had not wherewith to pay“. 


Though Wrexham can only be con- 


ſidered as hanging upon the ſkirts of Wales; 


it then partook of the proverbial cheapneſs 
of that mountainous extremity of Britain; 
where Epwin had board and lodging of 
the beſt ſort for ſo ſmall a conſideration 
as five ſhillings a week, and has ſeen in- 
ſtances of people reſident in ſome of the 
interior parts, whoſe ſeveral incomes have 
not been more than twenty pounds a year, 


in as much ſeeming comfort and propriety 


of life, as others in London on the annual 
expenditure of one hundred and fifty—but 
Wales, like the veſt of the kingdom, has, 
ſince that period, received the baneful 
approaches of Luxury, and conſequently 


* It has been confidently affirmed as marve!lous proofs 


of the efficacy of avaricez that Foote unneceſſarily en- 
dured an amputation, to procure a patent from the late 
Duxe of York, and that an Iriſh ſailor, who wanted 
lome money to go to Dublin, actually received thirty 
pounds at Portſmouth, to be ſhot the next day in the 
place of Amira BYNnG. 
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loſt much of its ancient ſimplicity of man- 
ners; for Luxury may increaſe the expence, 
but never adds to the felicity - of the in- 
dividual. 7 


The bill being paid—a ſaddle horſe pra, 
cured, and the unaffected bleſſing of the 
hoſt and his wife adminiſtered—Epw1s 
beſtrode his Bucephalus, on the firſt day of 
January 1767, turned the noſe of his feed 
towards Oſweſtry, and rode off in the ar- 
dent expectation of meeting Mr. Hzarox's 
Company the ſanguine comedian arrived 
ſafe at Oſweſtry, but did not meet with the 
object of his ſearch, Mr. Heaton, with 
all his furte, having left the place a few 
weeks before. 


Epwin laid claim to the offices of hoſ- 
pitality in the houſe of a Mr. Gxirrirn, 
who ſold good liquor, by the virtue of a 
licence, at the ſign of the Woolpack—There 
was a viſible hauteur in the mien of Mr. 
GrirritTu—a certain oſtentatious grandnels 
of manner, which Epwin thought detri- 
mental to his purpoſes—to ſoften or remove 

that 


1 
that illegitimate ſpecies of dignity, the 
raw and ragged follower of the muſes adop- 
ted an expedient, which has been practiſed 
ſucceſsfully by numerous great men, in the 
hour of neceſſity, from Plato to Preper 
Arxptx—this humanizing medium was 
flattery . delectable, ruinous flattery, whoſe 
pernicious influence deſpoils the virgin of 
her purity, and the ſtateſman of his ho- 
nour—Illiberality of his pence, and deſ- 
peration of his pang—it operates like an 
indiſtinct delegate of omnipotence - turns 
the ſtream of human affections, and makes 
our prejudice ſubordinate to our abhorrence. 


He 


* When GARRi1Ck returned from Italy, he prepared an 
addreſs to the audience, which he delivered to the play 
he firſt appeared in. When he came upon the ſtage, 
he was welcomed with three loud plaudits, each finiſhing 
with a huzza. When this unprecedented applauſe bad 
nearly ſubſided, he uſed every art to lull the tumult 
into a profound filence, and, juſt as all was huſhed as 
death, and anxious expectation ſat on every face, old 
CARVETT0, who was better known by the appellation 
of Nosey, anticipated the firſt line of the addreſs by 
aw—aw—a moſt tremendous yawn. A conrulſion of 
Jaughter enſued, and it was then ſome minutes before the 
wiſhed-for ſilence could be again reſtored. That, however, 

N3 | obtained, 
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He continued in this retreat a few 
days, during which time he wrote to Mr. 
Hrarox, who was then with his troop of 
merry-men, at Beudley, in Worceſterſhire, 


obtained—GarrIcx delivered his addreſs with his 
wonted faſcination of manner, and retired with ap- 
plauſe, ſuch as was never better given or deſerved but 
the matter did not reſt here—The moment he came off 
the ſtage, he flew like the lightning's flaſh to the muſic 
room, u here, collaring the aſtoniſhed Nos E v, he began to 
abuſe him moſt vociferouſſy -“ Wha—why—you old 
ſcoundrel—you muſt be the moſt infernal”—at length 
poor CARVETTO—< oh Miſtera Garrick ! vat is the 
matter—vat I haf do—oh God vat is it? The matter! 
why you old, damned, eternal, ſenſeleſs ideot—with no more 
brains than your curſed baſs viol—juſt at the—a—very 
moment I had played with the audience—tickled them 
like a trout, and brought them to the moſt accommo- 


dating filence—as pat to my purpoſe—ſo perfe—that it 


was, as one may ſay, a companion for MiLToN's viſible 
darkneſs—juſt at that critical moment did not you, 


with your damned j jaws ſti etched wide enough to ſwallow - 


a peck loaf—yaw—yawn and be curſt to you?—Oh I wiſh 
from my ſoul you had never ſhut your .brown jaws 
again? Sare, Miſtera Garrick, Sare—only if you 
pleaſe hear me von vord—it is alvay the vay—it is indeed, 
Miſtera GakRIck, alvay the vay I go when J haf the 
greateſt rapture, Miſtera Garricx”—CanverTo's Har- 
tery ſubdued Garrick's anger, and the —— offence 
poor with the inſtant ! J 


for 


N 39 3 
for an engagement, and money to bear his 
expences to the ſeat of war, 


At the expiration of four days, cine 


brought both, and the demands of Mr, 
GRIFFITH being ſatisfied, he mounted his 
garron once more on the 1oth of the fame 


month, and ſet out for Shrewſbury, accom- 


panied by his landlord; they arrived at this 
magazine of Shropſhire, at the uſual hour 
of dinner—the weather being very cold and 
froſty, and Ebwix unbleſs'd with boots, he 
was obliged to continue longer at Shrewſ- 
bury than he intended, to reſtore his facul- 
ties to their proper tone, and recover the 
uſe of his languid limbs. 


em dag. dark when. n e 


| appendage of comedy had reſolved to con- 


tinue his rout; but a long ride in the dark 
through roads he had never ſeen before, and 
a croſs a country whoſe geography he knew 
not, brought him at laſt to the fign of the 
Shoulder of Mutton, at Bridgnorth, 
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A man had been diſpatched on foot from 
Shrewſbury, an hour before the player be- 
gan his journey, for the purpoſe of bringing 
back the horſe—Epwin not only found 


that man on his arrival, but a good fire, and 


all thoſe variegated complexions of comfort 
with which Plenty ever beautifies the 
dwelling ſhe has bleſt—He ſurveyed the ap- 
purtenances of the inn with a ſmile—his 
warm fancy anticipated a good ſupper and 
a ſoft bed; and he ruminated on what was 


to enſue, till ideal pleaſure triumphed over 


the rude impreſſions of toil, 


The ſum total of the bill at the Shoulder 
of Mutton, drew the laſt marvedi from Eo- 
wiy's purſe—of choices, he had but two 


left, either to remain pennyleſs at Bridg- 


north, or to ſeek Bewdley on foot—he em- 


braced the latter, and after rambling many 
miles, frequently up to the knees in ſnow, 


with no other defence for his legs but a pair 


| of white ſilk ftockings darned three inches 


above the ſhoe, eventually ſaw with incon- 
ceivable delight the ſpires of Bewdley ri- 


ſing above the circumvolving ſmoke—The 


glad- 


(185 ) 


gladdening object reinvigorated his nervous 
ſyſtem—he added ſpeed to his will, and in 


a quarter of an hour ſcraped the ſaow from 


his pantoufles at the threſhold of the Talbot, 
an inn of the ſecond quality at, Bewdley, 
and kept at that period by a Mr. Han- 
bocks, where he remained a few hours in 
ſtate to receive the cuſtgmary congratula- 
tions of the ſtrolling maggger, and ſome of 


the principal performers on his arrival. 


When the comic- deputation entered the 


room of the inn, Epwin received them 
with naked legs, (his ſilk hoſe, the only 


pair he had, being then under the hands of 
the Blancheceuſſe, to be purified and embla- 
zoned againſt the next morning)—a face as 
ſharp as a regimental razor at the horſe- 


guards, and a liquifying noſe, the tip of 


which had been tinted with a deep blue hy 


the buſy minions of Boreas, | 


After mutual enquiries between the ma- 
nager and the dependant, as to the ſtate of 
the company the diſpoſition of the towns- 
people, and the ability of the candidates, 
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| the part of Scxus was ſelected as the moſt 


proper for Epwix's firſt appearance before 
the critical auditory of Bewdley—The next 
day was fixed for the awful debut, and our 


hugh-inſpiring adventurer had the ſublime 


ſatisfaction of adminiſtering pleaſure to a 
matchleſs concourſe of ſome ſixty perfons in 
a large barn; and the fingular honor to re- 

ceive the compliments of Mr. Look, a 

maſter baker, who was not only eſteemed 

as the beſt critic in the place, but likewiſe 
as a man who could read Latin, make verſes 
to Chloe as well as the laureat, and more- 
over, a great politician, and an excellent 


bruiſer. 


While Epwin remained under the 
auſpices of Mr. HzaTox, he was made, as 

the actors phraſe it, »/efu!, and aſſumed all 
characters of all deſcriptions in tragedy, 
comedy, opera, farce, pantomine, interlude, 
prelude, et cetera, and enacted without 
compunction or ſhame, Bajazer, Hop, 
and CHRONONHOTONTHOLOGUS on the fame 
night, 


* 


N 


- b. 


( a% 
night.“ In all which he had the good for- 
tune to equal the expectations of thoſe 
drama-loving bumkins, among whom, 
diſcernment was not eminently notorious. 


Epwin continued for three weeks at 
Bewdley, withour being able to put a ſingle 
ſhilling in his pocket, to operate as a charm 
againſt the viſitation of the devil The audi- 
tors in the barn, became every evening leſs 
in point of numbers—the ſtate of the Com- 
pany's treaſury was truly lamentable—the 
countenance of every performer was length- 
ened an inch by deſperation—The Mana- 
ger's note of hand would not paſs current 
for twopence—the poiſoned bowl and dag- 
ger were carefully hid from the hungry 
claimants at rehearſal, and EDpwWIxN exclaimed 


When the late Mr. Kir, well known for the 
height of his perſon, and the lowneſs of his intellect, wan 
engaging performers for the country, the late celebrated 
Mr. Bark, aſked him jocularly, if he could give him an 


engagement“ No,“ replied KxIrE, „I could not 


afford you a half-ſhare—you are nobody - you could not 


play OrHELLO and Jonson, on the ſame evening with= 
out a murmur,” 


when 
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( 88 ) 
when he delineated his diſtreſſes at Bewdly, 
like SAIFT in the Minor, 


6 in a word, Sir, I ſtudied and ſtarved, 
cc Impoveriſhed my body, and pampered my mind.” 


The climax of human calamities, ever 
leads to ſome ſummit or another, and when 
we have been dragged willy-nilly to that 
height, by the progreſs of misfortune; the 
greatneſs of our character is determina- 
ble by the ſtand we make then againſt the 
preſſure. of deſtrution—Epwin had ar- 
rived at that ſummit, but his confident inge- 
nuity prevented him from falling—One 
morning, while he was ſtudying the part of 
SHaRP in the LyIx d VALET, without coin 
in his pocket or peace in his mind, the ſcar- 
let-noſed hoſt of the Talbot, gave a gentle 


tap at the door of his apartment—Epwin 


gave him admiſſion, and laboured to wel- 


come the Bonniface of Bewdley with a ſmile, 


though his knowledge of the nature of the 
viſit, palſied his very heart. 


ce A fine day, Landlord,” ſaid Epwin. 


.« Yes, 


ly, 


nind,” 


er 


vhen 


that 


the 


una- 
k the 

ar- 
nge- 
One 
rt of 
coin 
ſcar- 
entle 
WIN 
wel- 
mile, 
f the 
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( 389): | 
« Yes, yes, the day is well enough, but 
we'll talk about buſineſs if you pleaſe,” ſaid 
the ſhamefaced hoſt, ſcratching with his 
left hand. a little tuft of black hair, which 
peeped beneath the penthouſe of his browg 


wig. 


« Thope, Mr. Ebwix, that you'll not be of. 
fended at what I am going to ſay ; but ha- 
ving a bill to pay of a large amount, if you 


vill diſcharge the little matter between you 


and me, I ſhall be glad -I muſt make up a 
ſum againſt to-morrow, and hope you'll not 
be offeaded at my requelt,” | 


Offended, ſaid the other, (ſuppreſſing a 
deep figh, at his inſufficiency) why in God's 


name ſhould I be offended—is at not your 
due—your right—and what 1 ſhould have 
offered you want money you fay—curſe. 
it, it's unlucky, that I can't ſupply you at 


preſent but here's my purſe you ſee, by 


the bye, as empty as an hiſtorian's ſtomach 


in Paternofter row—but as my reſources are 
certain, ſuppoſe we fix on next Friday 


Well, Friday be it, replicd the keeper of the 


( Talbot 


- „ 
Talbot Till then perciſely at 12 o'clock; re- 


Joined Epwix, your fancy may anticipate 


enjoyment, for at the meridian of that day 


mall your bar room till receive the ſum to- 


tal of your moderate demand“ God bleſs 
you, maſter; ſaid the Landlord, retreating from 
the chamber—and you too, added the Co- 
median; and if ever you want money, do not 
uſe any ceremony with a friend; but apply 
to me Thus did our hero parry the thruſts 
of neceſſity, and they were ſo well directed 
to the feelings, that the credulous Innkeeper 
of Bewdley, beheld the ſum in imagination 
with as much felicity, as an old maid after 
marriage feels; on ſurveying her firſt child 
—or an old horſe eating watergraſs—or a 


E 


*The late Tom Wrs rox, being in a ſtrolling com · 
pany in Suſſex, when the ſucceſs was even leſs than mode- 
rate, ran up a bill of three ſhillings with bis Landlord, 
who ſold ruſty bacon, —as things looked ſuſpiciouſly, 
the hog vender waited upon the Comedian, and inſiſted 
upon having his money immediately“ Make yourſelf 
eaſy, my honeſt fellow,” ſaid WEs fon, “ for by the Gods 
1 will pay you this night in ſome ſhape or another,” Ser 
you do, Mas TER WesToON,” retorted the landlord ſurlily, 


<< d'ye hear, let it be as much in the ſhape of three ſnil- 
Ungs as poſſible,” 


young 


( 191 ) 


l young Comedian, rehearſing a lame jeſt— 
125 or a Taylor _— the death of a Princeſs 


ate Hor a prime Miniſter corrupting a country 
awd gentleman—— — | 

0- 0 

eſs Thoſe who have not ſtudied the curvet- 
"IM tings of ſociety may think that EDwWIx's li- 
o- beral declaration was faſh ioned by ſincerity 
ot but if ſuch there are, they. will be miſled 
ly —no human event was more diſtant from 


[ts the mind of man, than the completion of 
ed this promiſe—but I will not be miſunder- 
Der ſood—EDpwin did not intend to uſe this 


on as a fraud, but as one of thoſe venial expe- 
ter dients, which the poorer adherents of hu- 
ild manity are compelled to exerciſe, in order 
a to throw a veil over their featherleſs ſtate. 
BY The members of country companies, 
xde- hike the members of Britiſh courts, have 
= their weakneſfes and their vanities—their 
A vices and their virtues—and theſe features 
rielf are ſo permanent in the human diſpoſition, 
ſours that no events, however complicated by 
© miſery, can eradicate them from our nature. 
mil- —Epwin was a human being, eonſequently 


Ebwix was not infallible - Going to dreſs for 
ng « 3 Sur 
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Sir Jobn Loverule in the Devil to Pay, in 
the neateſt corner of a manger, he aſked the 
property man ſomewhat authoritatively for 
a dreſs---What will you have Sir, ſaid the 


| halt-educated Taylor---What did I wear in 


Romeo laſt night? (for be it known that 
Epwix twice played Remes) -the green and 
gold, replied the illegitimate ſon of the 
ſheers---Did I, retorted the actor, then 
bring the blue and gold for Loverule The 
green and gold, and blue and gold, being high- 
founding; words ; I think it neceſſary for 
the intereſts of truth to note, that both one 
and the other were compoſed of coloured 
frize, edged with gilt leather---our ad- 
yenturer, having the beſt voice in the com- 
pany, as well as having more of the ſcience 
of muſic than any of his compeers, was fre- 
quently announced for a ſong between the 
Acts, and his favorite ditty was, 


& When the trees were all bare, not a leaf to be ſeen.” 


In theſe attempts, he was accompanied 
by two fiddlers, who were ſituated on the 
left fide of the ſtage, and who compoſed 


the Band of the Ban- The principal of 


theſe 


( 33) 
theſe miniſters of Phœebus was an odd 
character, as full of vulgariſm as Dispin, 
and egotiſm as“ ARNE—half made—half 
rational, but nevertheleſs an excellent per- 
former—to give an unqueſtionable proof of 
his ability, he would ſometimes bring a ſix- 


penny fiddle to accompany an entire opera, 
being perſuaded that he eould produce as 


much harmony from that, as Giardini from 


the choiceſt Cremona -A ſenſe of his ſupe- 


riority, made him infufferably vain, and not 


unfrequently troubleſome he took liberties 


. — 


Dr. Tous AUGUSTINE ARNE : this gentleman was 
the ſon of Mr. AxxE, an upholſterer, in Covent Garden, 
the perſon ſuppoſed to have been intended by Mr. Addi- 
ſon, drawing the character of the celebrated politician, in 
No. 155, and 160, of the Tatler : he was early devoted to 
muſick, and ſoon became eminent in his profeſſion. On 


the 6th of July 1759, he was made a Doctor of Muſick, 
by the univerſity of Oxford. The excellence of his 


compoſition is univerſally acknowledged in every country, 
except Italy, where envy deftroyseandour.--He was in the 
habit of conſtantly praifing his own performance—it has 
been aſſerted, that when he ſet Camus to muſick, he had 


not ſufficient knowledge to annex the accompaniments— 


be died, March 5, 1778, and buried on the north fide of 
Covent Garden Church. 
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with the n and the performers, and 
would often burſt out into an exclamation, 
while Epwir was ſinging, at the end of 
every verk, with, 


&« Well done, Ebox“ 
c Bravo, EDbpY 
« Well chaunted, Epp.“ 


The icliom of the land was not conſide- 
rably beautified by his management but 
as human vanity bears in general an exact 
proportion in vulgar minds to human igno- 
rance, we muſt notabe ſurpriſed, that the 
limb of Timotheus was noiſy—contemptible 
and impertinentꝰ. 


Silver- 


When a certain equeſtrian adept, not very remar- 
kable for his modeſty, or gentleman-like manner, came 
from Paris, he was accoſted by a frend as follows“ Well, 
Pailur, how have you done inFrance?-Done, why Imought 
have learnt the Dolphin to ride if I would Is the young 
Prince like the king his father?“ His father! Lord help 
your filly head, why the king never could get that there 
child—he is omnipotent, he has been ſo for ſome time. 
vow came you by thatbruiſe on your forehead, PHitiy? 


« continued 


* — be A 32 


5 
Silver- headed Time, in pity tothe diſtreſſes 
of the Protean family, had now brought that 
period about, within a week, when the per- 
formers exerciſe a double portion of hilarity, 
and the , managers became dogged and 
ſour To be familiar with the reader, that 
ſpace allotted for the benefits of the ſeveral 
occupants of the ſock and Buſkin was 
coming on with more haſte than the man- 
ager wiſhed, and with' leſs than his depen- 
dants required—In the Dramatic Syſtem 
at Bewdley, two perſons were generally 
aſſociated in one Benefit: and it fell to 
Epwix's lot to be unitf with a Mr. Sita, 


à Comedian of little promiſe even in the 


Country. The pretenſions and qualifications 


continued the facetious inquirer— Oh, an accident, 
rejoined the maſter of brutes ;?” you muſt know, I had a 
young horſe ſent me ta break in from Mary-le-bone; 1 
croſſed bim for the firſt timg this morning, about four. 
o'clock ; but what d'ye think ? why a rainy night to me, 
as I ſay to Mr. Merryman, but the little manx ran away 

with me to Foxhall, and then making a circumvendibus. 
towards the Dog and Duck, would certainly have killed 
me on the ſpot, if he had not luckily ran my head againſt 

the ol lacle in the middle of Saint George's fields.“ 


. : of 
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of theſe colleagues were oppolite—SMiT# 
was conſidered as the worſt actor in the 
Company, and Epwin as the beſt—SmiTa 
vas immoderately fond of the purſuit— 
 Epwtin half ſickened with his ill ſucceſs--- 
Our play ſhall be the Revenge, ſaid SmiTH, 
for I have got ſome nice worſted feathers 
that will ſuit the part of Alonzo exactly— 
If you take that diſmal Tragedy of Younc's, 
faid Eowin, I muſt of courſe be out of the 
performance---Well, added the other, if you 
ate, you know you can ſing between the 
Acts, and to ſtrengthen the bill, I intend 
after the play to ſpeak the Prologue to 
ZARA in the character of a Drunken Sailer, 
after the manner of Mr. GARRICK—-But 
now we have ſettled the play, ſaid Epwin, 
let us turn our thoughts to the farce, what 
ſhall that be? the Curars of Scarix, re- 
Joined the other, I will play * and. 
you ſhall enact Gave. 


Thus did Sutru, though the leaft ef- 
ſectiye man of the two, aſſume the ſtrong 
parts to himſelf--- while Epwin only ſung 


a lily ditty, with a book in his hands, 
between 


( wp 3 
between the Acts of the Tragedy, and got 
into a ſack in the after-piece to be laughed 
at for his complaiſance, and beat for his 
folly. 


The profits of this Benefit, proved the 
weakneſs of the claimants talents for 
bluſtering, bellowing, ſweating, fretting, 
laughing, ſinging, dancing, and - weeping, 
for four hours, the ſum total of the reward, 
after paying the expences of the Barn for 
rent, lighting---Actors---Cloaths---Scenes, 
and the diminutive officers, amounted to 
twenty-five ſhillings each, which with the 
pieces of candle not conſumed, made up 
the whole of the perſonal profits of theſe 
two imbecile labours in the Theatric vine- 
yard. | 


As Ebwix and his unfortunate com- 


panion, Mr, Suirn, were returning from 


a village, where they had been to gather 
ſome money for tickets in the meridian of 
Bewdley, about nine o'clock in the evening, 
when Cynthia hung emblazoned in the 
heavens with more than uſual ſplendour, 

93 and 


( 986) 

and the cold nipping air made them button 
up their ſurtouts from the chin to the waiſt- 
band, they perceived ſomething in a human 
ſhape proſtrate on the ground At the ſight 
of this ſingular ſpectacle, Ebwix's teeth 
began to chatter, and Surrn's knees knock- 
ed together inceſſantly---each emboldened 
the other to approach, but neither would--- 
at length Edwin collecting more than 
common courage, thus addreſſed the mo- 
tionlels lump before them, | 


4 Angels and miniſters of grace defend us, 
Art thou a ſpirit of health or goblin damn d, 
Be thy intents wicked or charitable ?— 


0 D n your nonſenſe,” muttered the 
animal on the ground,” if you won't come 
to bed yourſelf, bring me another blanket, 
and, d'ye hear, put the candle out The 


tones of the drowſy grumbler no ſooner. 


reached their ears, than they knew their 
man, who was no other than the muſician 
already recorded for his preſumption—The 
* is, he had been taking more than his 

accuſtomed 
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accuſtomed allotment of brandy that day, 
which was a pint and a half, and being m 
conſequence ſomewhat inebriate, had mif- 
taken a dunghill for his bed chamber, and 
would have ſtept till the crowing of Chanti- 
clcer, but for this timely interruption.— 


Our hero had reſided at Bewdley for the 
ſpace of nine weeks, and though he had 
been indefatigable in his ſtudies, and, to 
ſpeak comparatively, ſupereminently ſuc- 
ceſsful in his endeavours to pleaſe, yet the 
hard-earned ſum for ſo much toil, and fo 
much merit, made no more upon an ac- 
curate calculation than three pouads two 
ſhillings and ſix-pence—As this inconſider- 
able acquiſition would not anſwer the vora- 
cious demands of his creditors in the Town, 
Ebwix was obliged to aſſail the humanity 
of Mr. Heaton, their dramatic Governor, 
who lent him juſt ſufficient to defray the 
ſeveral bills, which formed in unity the tre- 
mendous aggregate of eight pounds: two 
ſhillings and ſixpence. 


Q 4 The 
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The following is a lift of the particulars 
of the demand. 


2 * 
Nine Weeks board and lodg- 
ing, at 7s. per week - 3 30 
Three pints of ale a day, 
making I at 2d, a 
| pint - 

A pair of Shes ON og 
Two pair of Cotton Stockings 
8 
Two new Handkerchiefs 
= MEAL ic: -- - 
Tobacco and Pipes - 
Two new Shirts 
Ruffles for ditto -- =» 
Soaling and heeling a pair of 


GEO oO DBo0 0cD.0 i. 7 
'S f 
O 


Boots „ 
New feet for Stockings - © 20 
A Crab Stick with a braſs- 

med" . 


Three bottles of Brandy 0 9 0 
Thomas a Kempis and Cib- 

bers Life  - - 0 20 

The Muſe in good humour © © 6 


— —_ 


| Carried over, 7 19 6 


. 

Brought over 7 19 6 
Bruſhes and blacking - 0 29 
Thread and needles — 0 83 


Tumbler broke at the Talbot o o 9 


46 


* 


It is unneceſſary to inform the reader, 
that Edwin was now in the loweſt ſtate of 
his profeſſion: as the limited wardrobe 
contained in his box, or rather his bundle, 
fully verified—it was conſcious only of the 
reception of the underwritten articles. - 


An old green coat, with new elbows 
inworked, much brighter than t 
body. | | 

A ſtriped Waiſtcoat 

A pair of red Breeches. 

Ditto black with buttons as good as 
new. | 

One pair of White Silk Stockings. 

Ditto black worſted, 

Three Pocket Handkerchiefs. 

One pair of yellow buckles for Old- 
men. | 

A metzotinto of Jack SwzpHERD. 


Two 
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To Neckcloths. 
A pair of nutcrackers that were for. 
merly Tom Dureer's. | 
A Razor cafe. a 
Five Comedy Wigs. 
A pair of ſquare Toe Shoes. 
And a Horn Snuff-box. 


Should a rigid obferyer of circumſtances 
with to know by what means Epwin ac- 
quired ſo confiderable a Stock of bodily 
ornaments, and which were never mentioned 
before in this narrative; I muſt beg leave 
to inform him that they were literally very 
honeſtly acquired, without the intervention 
of fairies, or any thing of the fame extra- 
ordinary or ſupernatural complexion— 


The acquiſition was honorable ; and the 
agency by which it was accompliſhed merely 
mortal, 


VanDERMERE, the actor, gave him 
The Green Coat. 
Hxarox, the manager, beſtowed 
The V aiſtcoat and Breeches. 


A young 
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A young woman of the town, brought 
The Stockings, Handkerchiefs and Neckcloth. 
The mad minſtrel made an offering of 
The Buckles, Wigs and Shoes, 
And a toyman of Bewdley gave 
The Horn Snuff. Box. 


The verieſt trifles, when appertaining to a 
conſpicuous character are read with avidity“ 
—and the movements of a man of celebrity 


The late Laureat, Mr. Warton, hearing that Mr, Na- 
ſon, Rector of Stratford-upon-avon, had given au elegant 
cup and ink- ſtand, made out of Shakeſpeare's mulberry- 
tree, to Dr. II n, he ſent word to his old fellow Ox- 
onian, that he would ſoon viſit Bath; pour a libatiou of 
ack from the goblet, to the immortal memory of the 


great bard ; and write his next Ode out of the ink-ſtand; 
but whilſt ſuch things were “ To he, Death cryed, © Not 


to be,” — The ink-ſtand was to have been preſented to the 
Laureat, with the following invocation written on the 
cover | 


FaucTu COGNOSCITUR ARBOR. 


Sweet relick, ſprung from Shakeſpeare's hallow'd tree. 
Prove thou a fount of immortality; 

Spirit divine ! ſome glowing breaſt inſpire 

With kindred paſſion, and congenial fire; 

The golden fruit, from ſome new ſcion raiſe, 

And on thy Mulberry ingraſt thy bays ! 
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through the varied gradations of his being 
are worthy a regiſter in the tablets of im. 
 mortality—[Individuals of note expect that 
performance, and thoſe who have the power 
to perform, allow the claim] have many 
doubts, if the love of fame is not of equa] 
import with the love of life—If we have 
acted nobly, we ardently hope that our 
name and the act may be given in union 
to the world There are ſome who affect to 
think otherwiſe, and are hypocritically an- 
ory when their good deeds are announced 
—Such perſons notoriouſly labour to imi- 
tate the antients in their ſelf-denial, though 
uninſtructed by the ſame lofry impulſe—We 
are told, that Aucusrus prohibited the 
common ule of his name, leſt it ſhould grow 
too cheap and vile by plebeian converſa- 
tion— The name of Mgcuktus TRISsUrs- 
GISTUS was not commonly mentioned, be- 
cauſe of the great reverence people had for 
him; and the very heathens were afraid to 
pronounce the name of their great god 
DEMOGORGON, as fearing the earth would 
tremble when the ſounds iſſued from their 


lips, 
g Vanity 


66 

Vanity has been very unjuſtly aſcribed 
by a variety of writers, as the predominant 
quality of the female mind, but I am con- 
vinced, that that flimſy paſſion exiſts with 
more force in the maſculine boſom— It is 
not my place here to deſcant ſo far upon its 
conſequences as to determine, whether its 
influence 1s more profitable or ruinous—but 
[ will affirm, that were we deprived of its 
adminiſtrations altogether, we ſhould loſe 
the maſter-ſpring of our machine - let it be 
directed right, and it will effect the moſt 
momentous and beneficial purpoſes—it will 
teach the virtuous poor to be inwardly 
proud of their ſuffering, and exclaim with 
the author of the Night Thoughts, | 


Let high birth triumph; what can be more great? 
Nothing—but merit in a low eſtate. | 
To virtue's humbleſt ſen, let none prefer 
Vice---though deſcended from a conqueror. 
Shall men, like FiGuzes, paſs for high or baſe, 
Llight, or important, only by thcir place? 

Titles are marks of honeft men and avi/? ; 

The fool, or knave; that wears a title, lies. 


After a ſucceſſion of unpleaſant circum- 


ances, Enwix abdicated his. ſituation in 
5 a Mr. 
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Mr. Hrarox's company, and liſtening to 
the perſuaſion of a brother of the buſkin, 
agreed to ſet off for Preſton, in Lancaſhire, 
to join a band of extraordinary performers, 
under the command of General HAMILTox. 
 — By forced marches—accidental rides, and 
much gooa fortune, they reached the place 
of action in five days—EDpwiw preferred his 
ſuit to the manager his qualifications were 
examined, and he was formally admitted a 


member of that reſpectable body of mum 


mers to participate the incidental vexations, 

and ſhare the profits of che undertaking. 
Epwix made his debut in Preſton, in the 
character of Coriolanus, and was received 
with particular marks of attention from a 
diſcerning audience The next character he 
aſſumed was Romeo; but for want of a pro- 
per ſide ſcene, the lady, who enacted Juliel, 
was under the irkfome neceſſity of delivey- 
ing her amorous extaſies from a ladder, 
which was placed purpoſely againſt the 
O. P. wing—Epwin being then but a 
fort of novice in making love, and not 
Knowing the delicate cuſtoms of Mantua, 
| placed 
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placed himſelf too immediately under the faie 


object of his idolatry, who was obliged 
in conſequence to pay more attention to her 
petticoats than her author, to prevent the 
puny inamorato from eſpying the naked- 
neſs of the land The minion of riſibility 
had now arrived at that epoch of his being, 
when the paſſions were mature, bat the 
judgment imperie&t—when the will to do 
wrong, was not curbed by a knowledge of 
the pangs of evil EDwW-Ix ran into exceſſes, 
which the aſcribed inexperience of youth 
could ſcarcely render venial in the judica- 
tory of chariry—He ſometimes perpetrated 
httle miſdemeanors, which engend-red real 
concern; looking for no other recompence 
but a laugh, though the merriment was ex- 


tracted from the inconvenience of his neigh- 
bour! 


The adherent of Theſpis then lodged 
at a tallow-chandler's, in Preſton; at the 
back of which was a large manſion, te- 
nanced by two of thoſe unhappy animals, 
larcaſtically denominated 7za#bies, or old 
maids—in their ſervice was a roſy wench, 
y*clep'd 


- 
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yeclep'd NeLL, and this Helen had contriv- 


ed by oblique leers—ſignificant ſimpers, 


and other overt-aCts of necromancy, to en- 
ſnare the tindry heart of JN EDpwin—As 
neither of the parties had taken the vow of 
chaſtity, an aſſignation was the iſſue, and 
the hour of eleven, after the play, was the 
time appointed for the callow comedian to 
ſcale the garden wall, and lay ſiege to this 
linſey-woolſey Thiſbe, while her miſtreſſes 
were enjoying as much comfort as a down 
bed could adminiſter to the aliens of hope. 


The moment arrived—the wall was 
ſcaled, and the flippant ſervant of the muſs 
welcomed by the fair one to the kitchen, 
where they played a duet, in quick time, up- 
on a veniſon paſty, and fulfilled all the . 
ceteras with a zeit—which nothing but youth 
can uphold, and love experience A bottle 
of. Burton ale was brought forward as an 
accompaniment, and thus jocundly did this 
ſalacious twain revel unſeen by any, except 
an antient folitary rat which had infeſted the 
larder, time immemorial ! 


One 


N 1 
12 
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One day paſſed during the progreſs of 
this ſublime commerce, when the blythe 
paramour neglected to viſit his lovely Dul- 
cinea—the 1nattention had nearly proved 
fatal to the wretched nymph . ſhe pined in 
thought until the coming night, which re- 
ſtored the wanderer to her eager arms—ſhe 
mildly chid him for his infidelity, while her 
azure eyes were laden with tears the come- 
dian had not a ſoul of flint---he kiſſed away 
the pearly drop which had damped her 
healthy cheek, and ſubdued her diſtreſſes in 
the language of the gallant Anthony, 


Aa N *** „ 


How I loved, 
Witneſs ye 1 and nights, and all ye hours, 
That danc'd away with down upon your feet, 
As all your buſineis were to count my paſſion. 
One day paſt by, and nothing ſaw but love; 
Another came, and ſtill *twas only love: 

The ſuns were weary'd out with looking on, 
And I untir'd with loving, 


As the meretricious HeLEen was an hum 


ble eleve of the Muſes, ſhe thus replied 
appropriate, inthe ſoft numbersof the Egyp- 


tian Queen, 


Come to me, come, my ſoldier to my arms, 
You've been too long away from my embraces, 
Vor. I. P i 5 | But, 
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But, when J have you faſt, and all my own, 
With broken murmurs, and with am'rous ſighs, 
PH ſay you were unkind, and puniſh you, 

And mark you red with many a burning kiſs, 


Their amorous orgies were continued for 
nine days, and would even longer, had nor 
the wicked genius of Epwin impelled him 
to be miſchievous—he would ſometimes 
creep up to the door of the chamber, which 
had the honor to contain the unpolluted 
frames of the two deſcendants of the holy 
Ur/ula, and placing his mouth to the key- 
hole, bellow in a low and hollow note, that 
they would be inevitably raviſhed, when 
their tutelary deity Diana had journied nine- 
teen days nearer to the diſſolution of the 
world—Theſe nocturnal interruptions filled 
the wrinkled fpinſters with terror—they 
conſulted the vicar, and the general con- 
cluſion was, that the houſe was haunted— 
In conſequence, the ladies ſent for their 
landlord, and formally gave him notice, that 
they ſhould quit the habitation as ſoon as 
Poſſible—This news was by no means wel- 
come to the owner of the tenement, who 
ſo far from being ſuperſtitious, inſiſted that 


(am) 
the fair reciters of the horrid tale muſt have 
been miſtaken. However, at any rate, he 
requeſted permiſſion to ſit up in the houſe 
the enſuing night The demand was grant- 
ed, and the landlord armed with a blunder- 
buſs, took his ſtation in a private room, 
unknown to the expectant NeLLy—The 


clock had ſcarcely ſtruck ten, when the 


player tapped gently at the back door as 
uſual, and was admitted After the accuſ- 
tomed dalliance had ſubſided, Epwin, 
being more frolickſome than ordinary, took 
a large he-cat which was purring by the 
fire ſide, and affixed ſome walnut ſhells to 


his feet with wax, and then let him looſe. 


about the houſe—the unaccountable noiſe 
ſoon reached the ears of the landlord, who 
in hurrying down ſtairs was heard by the 
afrighted parties—Epwin in the utmoſt 
trepidation effected his retreat, and had 
actually ſcrambled to the top of the garden 


wall, when his purſuer levelled his blunder- 
buls, and diſchayged the contents at his 


gaunt body—the ſlugs whizzed by his head, 
but happily for ſociety did not deſtroy him 
—Alarmed at the perils which ſurrounded 

2 him, 
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him, he loſt his reaſon and his hold together, 


and tumbled headlong into a butt of water 
on the other ſide, and muſt infallibly have 
been ſuffocated, if the weight of his anato- 
my had not overturned the veſſel, which in 
falling ſeemed to vomit forth his ill-fated 
carcaſe, with as much antipathy as the 
Leviathan did Jonas. 


After this diſcomfiture, EDwWIN became 
more circumſpect in his amours---he con- 
ſeſſed that Cupid had uſed him but ſcurvily, 
and was half inclined to call philoſophy to 
conquer his influence—he found that the 
completion of paſſion was torment, though 
the firſt movements were gladdening, 
and that nothing could compare with 
the ſatisfaction reſulting from a ſenſe of 
virtue. 


Joan Epwin, like that gigantic legiſlator 
Epmunp Burke, was made up of contra- 
- dictory elements, which partially had their 
dominion over the man by turns—T o-day 
he was jocund, another melancholic—nov 
replete with hilarity now depreſſed by em- 
brio-troubles On Monday, he was 2 

metaphy ſician; 
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metaphyſician ; on Tueſday, a theologiſt; 
on Wedneſday, a republican ; on Thurſday, 
an ariftocrate ; yet in deſpite of his weak- 
neſſes he was reſpectable - the latent genius 
of the man, burſt through (the coverings of 
habit, and caſt a luminouſneſs around him, 
whieh rendered our viſion imperfect to the 
developement of his diminiſhing properties. 


While he remained with the half-clad 
troop at Preſton, the whole company were 
alarmed with the diſmal tidings, that the 
magiſtrate of the town had given permiſſion 
to another ſet of ſtrollers to exhibit in the 
town at the ſame time — the wanderers who 
had created this alarm, were perſonages of 
no leſs celebrity, than Mr. Punch and his 
merry family Whether it aroſe from the dread 
of competition or otherwiſe, was never ſatis- 


factorily decided, but certain it is, that an 


humble petition to the juſtice was reſolved 
on, to induce him to remove the impedi- 
ments to their well-being, and EDwWwI N was 
elected as the propereſt perſon to write it 
the choice of his brethren in this meaſure, 
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was not entirely indiſcreet, as EDwix was 
the only man in their body, who was ſuffici- 
ently advanced in education to be able to 
write---the reſt had been too hvely to at- 
tend to the vulgar drudgeries of the 
School- 


The enſuing day, Epwix produced the 
remonſtrance which ran as follows, 


To the WoRSHIPFUL Jusricx ADDLE, 
greeting. 


We your Petitioners, feeling ourſelves 
aggrieved, by the eſtabliſhment of another 
company in the town of PRxsrox, con- 
trary to antient uſage, beg leave to ſolicit 
that they may be removed forthwith---we 
flatter ourſelves, that we can offer your 
Worſhip ſome ſolid reaſons, to juſtify the 
ſeeming boldneſs of this interference--- 
Puxcu and his family, your Worſhip, have 
always been conſidered as the mere outcaſts 
of mirth---the aliens of chaſte humour--- 
every body knows that Puxcs is a corrup- 

| ter 
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ter of youth, and has been put in the ſtocks 
a hundred times, and is likewiſe ſuch an un- 


grateful raſcal, that he would even abuſe his 


meker---We, your Worſhip, are obliged to 
ſtudy hard and cogitate, before we can make 


our appearance on the ſtage with propriety, 
whereas Puxcn and his ite can remain in 


a a ſtate of idleneſs (and idleneſs, your Wor- 


ſhip knows, 1s the root of all evil) hanging 
upon pegs behind the ſcenes, until the mo- 
ment that the muſician ſhall give the ſignal 


for their deſcent ; beſides they may all get 


their living, and be uſeful to the world in 


another way—The QukEN or SHEBA may 


become a handle for a coffee pot—King 
SoLomon would make an excellent boot 
jack—his wife Joan a watchman's rattle, 
and Mr. Puxca himſelf, a terrific ſcarecrow 
---and not doubting of redreſs, we ſign this 
memorial with all due humility. 
| JohN Epwix, 
HzcroR HAMtLrox, 
His mark for ſelf and company. 

PREsTOxN, $th January, 1768. 
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Purſuant to this requeſt, both parties 
were ordered into the preſence of the ma- 
giſtrate the next morning, where, for reaſons 
which it is unneceſſary to notice, Pu xc 
did not appear, but his worthy friend and 
ally Mr. Fock rox officiated as his locum 
tenens and counſel This gentleman-uſher 
to the court of KING SoLomon, with much 
eloquence aſſured the Juſtice that the whole 
affair had originated in envy, hatred, and 


uncharitableneſs that his aſſociate Puncn, 


was a very exemplary member of Society— 
the very fugle-man of morality—never fre- 
quented beer houſes on the Sabbath, or run 
in debt, without an intention of paying, 
which was. more, he preſumed, than his 
_ virulent enemies could boaſt—that though 
it was not the lot of any to be perfect, yet 
he would venture to affirm, that he could 


recite Hamlet as well, and introduce as 


many new readings as Mr. HamtLToN 
himſelf; and though he could not altogether 
deny but his friend was indebted to an oak 


tree for his immediate being, and to the 


chiſſel for his perſonal beauties, yet he was 


not ſo much behind his opponents in the 


faculties 
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faculties of thought, as they wiſhed to re- 
preſent ;* for though it might be admitted, 
that from the ſhoulders downward, they 
were knic by the finews, and integuments 
common to humanity, yet no one would 
be hardy enough to inſinuate that their 
heads were not as completly wooden as the 
great guardians of the City, in the Guildhall 
of London. In the material article of lineage, 
he was tranſcendantly their ſuperior his 
origin was from a God the head and foun- 
tain of his family (as Mr. FLock rox ele- 
gantly expreſſed it) having been cut from 
the thigh of Momus, who was the SHERIDAN 
of the third heaven This Ciceronian ha- 
rangue had the deſired effect - the players. 
loſt. their cauſe, and Punca was not only 
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* Had the great French critic Bolt au been preſent 
at this examination, he certainly would have juſtified the 
magiſtrate in preferring the ſcenic exertions of Mr. 
Puxca to thoſe ot his adverſaries, as he contrived to 
preſerve the unities, which were wholly neglected by his 
opponents When BoiLEAU wrote on Dramatic poetry, 
his idea was 7 


Allen un lieu, qu'en un jour, un ſeul fait accompli 
Tienne juſqu'a la fin le theatre rempli, 


allowed 
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(28) 
allowed to exhibit his quirks and quiddities 
in public, but actually received with kind- 
neſs into the beſt company, and flattered 
on the immenſity of his talents, and the 
faſcination of his power 


Though thisindignity, one would imagine, 
was too powerful for their philoſophy to 
brook, yet wonderful to relate, all would 
Fave blown over, the fangs of envy 
been extracted, and the rival companies 
have aſſimilated and been good friends, had 
not an unlucky miſtake took place—but 
miſtakes occur in the pureſt families One 
of the party, a comely youth, but no con- 
jurer, hid a filver ſpoon in his breeches, 
by the way of a frolic, but notwithſtanding 
his aſſeverations of innocence, and the good 
word of Mr. HamirtTon, the matter was 
cruelly miſinterpreted—The Joker was ſent 
handcuffed to Lancaſter, and the whole 
eavalcade, from the Manager to his call 
boy, ejected beyond the precincts of the 

* Town, 
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Town, with a few ſymptoms of diſgrace, 
in three hours after the fatal diſcovery,* 
A ſort 


* The Lovers of Theatrical Antiquities will, I think, be 
highly gratified by the peruſal of the following Appeal to the 
Public on the part of the Managers, or Patentees of Drury 
Lane Theatre, in the reign of Queen ANNE : 


Advertiſement concerning the poor Actors, who, under 
pretence of hard uſage frem the Patentees, are about to 
deſert their ſervice. | 


Some perſons having induſtriouſly ſpread about 
amongſt the Quality and others, what ſmall allowances 
the chief Actors have had this laſt Winter from the 
Patentces of Drury Lane Play-houſe, as if they had re- 
ceived no more than ſo many poor palatines; it was 
thought neceſſary to print the following Account. 


The whole company began to act on the 12th of Octo- 
ber, 1708, and left off on the 26th of the ſame month, by 
reaſon of Prince George's illneſs and death ; and began 
again the 14th of December following, and left oft upon 
the Lord Chamberlain's order, on the 4th of June laſt, 
1709. So acted, during that time, in all 135 days, which 
is 22 weeks and three days, accounting ſix acting days to 
a week. 


In that time 4. „ tho 

To Mr. Wilkes, by ſalary, for acting, 
_ and taking care of the rehearſals; paid 168 6 8 
By his Benefit play; - = 90 14 9 
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Total 259 1 5 
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A ſort of revolution began now to operate 
in Epwin's mind he thought, and thought 
wiſely, that the indignities attached to the 
profeſſion by the malignity of ignorance, 

| | were 


To Mr. Betterton by ſalary, for acting, 41. 
a week for himſelf, and 11. a week for 
his wife, although ſhe does not act; paid 

By a benefit play at common prices, be- 
fides what he got by high prices; and 
Guineas; paid - - - 


* 


Lo 4. 


112 10 © 


76 4 3 


—— 


188 14 5 


To Mr. Eaftcourt, at gl. a week ſalary; 
paid — — - * 
By a benefit play; paid 


To Mr. Cibber, at 51. a week ſalary; paid 
By a benefit play; paid 3 


To Mr. Mills, at al. a week for himſelf, 
and 11. a week for his wife, for little or 
nothing - - - 

By a benefit play paid to him (not in- 


cluding therein what ſhe got by a bene- 
fit play) - — — ; - 


163 18 6 


111 10 © 
"; 9.2 


162 10 10 


112 I0 .© 
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were not counterbalanced by proportionate 
advantages —he ruminated, and was de- 
termined to make trial of ſome other occu- 
en reſolved, he continued wan- 
dering 


To Mrs Oldfield, at 41. a week ſalary, which C. 5. d. 
for 14 weeks and one day; ſhe leaving off 
acting preſently after her benefit (viz.) on 
the 17th of March laſt, 1508, though the 
benefit was intended for her whole nine 
months acting, and ſhe refuſed to aſſiſt 
others in their benefits; her ſalary for theſe 
14 weeks and one day came to, and ſhe was 


paid, 56 13 5 
In January ſhe required, and was paid ten 


guineas, to wear on the ſtage in ſome 
plays, during the whole ſeaſon, a mantua 
petticoat that was given her for the ſtage, 
and though ſhe left off three months be- 
fore ſhe ſhould, yet ſhe hath not returned 


any part of the ten guineas. io 15 ©Q 
And ſhe had for wearing in ſome plays a ſuit 
of boys cloaths on the ſtage ; paid 2 10 9 
By a benefit play ; paid 64 7 $. 
727 36 6 9 


Certainties in all 1077 3 8 


Beſides which certain ſums abovementioned, the ame 
actors got ol their benefit plays,..as follows: 
i Note, 
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dering along the path on the high road, 
when the flying waggon from Liverpool 
overtook him—EDpwix made a politic bar- 
gain with the waggoner, which was to be 
conveyed 


Note, that Mr. Betterton having had 561.” C. , d. 

48. 5d. as above mentioned, for two- 

thirds of the profits by a benefit play, 

reckoning his tickets for the boxes at 

58. a piece, the pit at 3s. the firft 

gallery at 2s. and the upper gallery at 

18—But the boxes, pit, and ſtage, 

laid together on his day, and no perſon 

admitted but by his tickets, the loweſt at 
+ half a guinea a ticket; nay he had much 
more, for one lady gave him ten guineas, 

ſome five guineas, ſome two guineas, and 

moſt one guinea, ſuppoſing that he de- 

ſigned not to act any more, and he de- 

livered tickets out for more perſons, than 

the boxes, pit, and ſtage could hold; it is 

thought he cleared at leait 4501. over and 

and beſides the 761. 4s. 5d. - - 450 © © 
Tis thought Mr. Eſtcourt cleared 20:1. be- 
+ fides the ſaid 5 1l. 8s. 6d. = 7 200 © © 
That Mr. Wilkes cleared by Guineas, as it 

is thought, about 4ol. beſides the ſaid gol. 

. 5 40 © © 
That Mr. Cibber got by Guineas, as it is 

thought, about 5ol. beſides the faid 5il 

os. 10 d. 30 © 0 

That 


C238) 
conveyed to London for half the uſual 
price, but as this was 'meant by the driver 
to be a perquilite for himſelf, he laid the 
Comedian under an injunction to quit the 


| waggon 
That Mr. Mills got by guineas about 20l. as C. 3. d. 

it is thought, beſides the ſaid 531. 18. 4d 20 © 0 
That Mrs. Oldfield, it is thought, got 120). 


by guineas over and above the ſaid 621. 78. 
ad. > - - - 120 0 0 


In all 180 o o 


So that theſe ſix comedians, who are the unſatisfied peo- 
ple, have between the rath of October and the 4th of June 
laſt, cleared in all the following ſums: C. 5. d. 


Acted too times, Mr. Wilkes certain "059-7: 
and more by com- 

putation - - 40 0 0 

Both 299 1 

Acted 16 times, Mr. Betterton certain, 188 14 s 5 
and more by com- 

putation - - 450 © 0 

638 14 5 

Acted 54 times, Mr. Eaſtcourt certain, 163 18 6 
and more by com- 

putation — - 200 0 © 

— — 

363-18 6 


Acted 
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waggon before they entered upon a new ſtage, 
and remount the vehicle halfa mile on the other 
fide. This expedient was fulfilled, and things 


Acted r times, Mr. Cibber certain, I. 

8 and more by com- 262 10 10 

putation. S0 0 0 

212 10 10 

Acted — times, Mr. Mills certain, I70 II 4 
and more by com- 

putation ; 20 © 0 

Igo II 4 

Acted 39 times, Mrs. Oldfield certain 133 6 7 

and more by com- 

pig $29: 0 $ 

: 253 6 7 

In all 1957 3 2 


Had not acting been forbid ſeven weeks on tlie occaſion 
of Prince George's death, and my Lord Chamberlain for- 
bad acting about five weeks before the tenth of July in- 
ſtant ; each of theſe actors would have had twelve weeks 
ſalary more than is abovementioned, 

As to the certainties expreſſed in this paper, to be paid 
to the fix Actors, the ſame are poſitively true: and as to 
the ſums they got: over and above ſuch certainties, I be- 


lieve the ſame to be true, according to the beſt of my com- 


putation. | 
Witneſs my hand, who am Receiver and Treaſurer at 


the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane, ZACHARY BAGGS. 


Jaly 83th, 1709. : 
| 4 went 
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went on jocundly, the waggoner whiſtling in 
accordance with the bells of his team, and 


Epwrr dallying with a red-haired dairy- 


maid from Woodſide, until they arrived at 
Stoney Stratford on a Sunday morning, at 
day-break, when they found all the Inn in 
commotion, occaſioned by the lamentations 
of a little bandy-legged man in a raven - grey 
ſurtout The affair ſtood thus the diminu- 
tive animal was a deyil-badgerer from 


Cambridge, who had arrived in London 


but three days before, in order to preach 
his probationary and maiden ſermon, at 
Saint Sepulchte's that day, before the 
Biſhop of Lincoln.—He put up at the 
Golden Croſs, Charing Croſs, where, on 
the preceding Saturday, he met with a 
freſhman, and a fellow commoner from the 
fame univerfity—On imparting to them 
the nature of his miſſion, they determined 


on making him inebriate—The deſign was 


completely executed by two o'clock on the 
Sunday morning, when they took an op- 
portunity of throwing him into the baſket 
of the Litchfield machine, which was theft 
on the point of departing. 

Vor. I. Q. ' Epwin 
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Eowin and his companions: reached 
London on the ſeventh day after he ſet out, 
having travelled at the prodigious rate of 
one mile and a half an hour—He ſlept one 
night in the metropolis, at the Swan with 
Two Necks, in Lad Lane, and the enſuing 
day- took a lodging at No. 8, up two pair 


of ſtairs, in Hemming's Row, for which he 


was to pay three ſhillings and fix-pence 
weekly—In this retreat he remained. four 


days without any circumſtance occurring, 


deſerving the record of Biography—His 
deſigns varied with the ſucceeding hours— 
At one time he was reſolved to turn eccle- 
ſiaſtic, but relinquiſhed the idea, on recol- 


lecting that he had never ſtudied Theology, 


learned Greek, or read the fathers—he. then 
formed a fort of defire of becoming a 
lawyer, but remembering that his father 
called it a baſe profeſſion, he ſcorned to be 
a member—laſtly, and thirdly, which is 
generally decifive, he made up his mind to 
be a phyfician—Under this eſtabliſhed no- 
tion he was fixed within himſelf, that he 
ſhould ſally out the next day, and rummage 
the old book — for a ſecond-hand diſ- 
penſatory, 


| 
| 
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penſatory, that he might ſtudy the uſe of 
drugs, and practiſe at firſt as a pharma- 
copliſt or apothecary, until he could pro- 
cure a diploma, and cut off the looſe 
branetics of ſociety, Nen artem— 


— _ lO mn] 


The great point ſettled, and the night 
advancing—Cynthia peeping from the edge 
of a duſky cloud, and the lamp-lighters 
emblazoning the dirty way, EDbwix con- 
ceived it neceſſary (having no taper, and 
being unwilling to couche ſo early) to wan- 
der to the Coach and Horſes in Caſtle- 
ſtreet, and comfort his inteſtinal relatives 
with a tankard of mantling beverage, vul- 
garly denominated, porter The diſcourſe | 
there having run upon plays and play- 
ers, Epwin returned at eleven to his 
humble lodging, with his fancy brimful of 
theatric images—his landlord, who was a 
pedling pawnbroker, having wiſhed. him a 
good night, locked the ſtreet door, and 
both parties ſought the ſeat of reſt About 


2 * T, 2 1 on. FX 2 * 5 — 4 — 
r 


— 


five the next morning, the comedian awoke 
8 in a terrible fright, and in his conſiernation, 
; run his head through an old looking- glaſs 

: Qz2 which 
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which he ſhivered into a million of pieces 
the cauſe was an irregular dream Epwix 


imagined in his ſleep, that he was wandering 
flyly among his landlord's ſhelves, and heard 
a watch pledged by Worcan, and a ſnuff- 


box depoſited by SauTzs, exchange the 


following friendly ſentiments—The ſnuff- 
box began— 


What a ſhame that you, who have ſo often taken time 
by the forelock, ſhould be immured thus ! 


Then the watch wich becoming dignity 
and pious reſignation ! 


« I know that my redeemerliveth,” | 
Then the ſauff-box— 
* Oh, my prophetic Soul—my uncle!“ 


The laſt exclamation alarmed Fowin, 
who ſuppoſed by the word uncle, that the 


ſauff-box actually ſaw his landlord entering 


the chamber, and in his wild diſmay and 


efforts to eſcape, thruſt his left foot into the 


urinal, which he di$jointed—inundated the 
| | room — 
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room—and then unfortunately deſtroyed the 
antique mirror ! 


When the beam of day perforated the 
| abode of wretchedneſs, he put on his habi- 
liments and breakfaſted on a crult, une 


dried gs and ſpring water— 


Circumſtanced as he was, he vi 
extremely unhappy—his reflections upon 


the unprofitable manner in which he 
had miſpent the early part of his life, 


planted thorns in his boſom—as he felt no 
comfort in his own ſociety, he took his hat 
from the peg and walked out, hoping 


to divert his chagrin by the diverſity of ob- 
jects, which ſo great a city as London is 


continually offering to attract our curioſity, 


and feed our ſurpriſe. As he ſtood ſurveying 


the contents of a ſtall in Saint Martin's lane, 
furniſhed with pamphlets, and ſecond-hand 
books in all languages, his whole anatomy 
was alarmed by a ſlap upon the ſhoulder 
from a perſon behind him: it operated upon 


his nervous ſyſtem, as effectually and as 


ſtrong as an electric ſhock—this convulſion 
of his body did not ariſe ſo much from the 
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violence of the falute, as the place on which 
the ſlap was directed, for however it may 
appear to the generality of my readers, who 
have never been under the influence of one 
of thoſe necromancers of humanity, called 
a bailiff, I can aſſure them, that a ſlap on 
the ſhoulder to thoſe who have, is as 
dreadful a circumſtance as can poſſibly hap- 
pen in the black catalogue of mortal evil 
but on turning round, his apprehenſions 
vaniſhed on recogniſing an old member of 
Lee's company, the facetious and eccentric 
Peres BowLes. After a few prefatory 
queſtions, and hearty ſqueezes by the hand, 
he informed Epwix that he had quitted the 
ſtage and turned author, and if he was diſ- 
engaged, and willing to be entertained with 
the ſociety of ſome of the firſt literary 
characters in England, he would do himſelf 
the honor to introduce him at their weekly 
club, to which he was then going—Being 
attached to men of letters, and having a 
natural taſte for poetry himſelf, Epwix ac- 
cepred his friend's offer with many proteſ- 
titions of gratitude—in'conſequence, they 
ſer out enſemble to the place of rendezvous, 
. | which 


9 - 


( 237” ) | 
which was held at the ſign of the Ben John- 


ſon, in the neighbourhood of Clare Market. 


Ahe player congratulated him as he ap- 
proached the place of meeting, of ſhortly 
having the ſuperlative happineſs of enjoying 
the converſation of men, elevated by their 
wiſdom and philoſophy, above the ordinary 
weakneſſes attendant on human nature—At 


length, having followed his conductor 


through an infinite number of bye-lanes and 
alleys, which though they appeared to Ep- 
WIN as intricate in their direction as the 


famed labyrinth of Roſamond or maze of 
Crete, were as familiar to his friend PETER, 


as the navigation of the Caribbees to Bou- 
GANVILLE—When they arrived at the Ben 


Jobnſon, the deſpoiler of paper ſkipped in 
with that air of agreeable confidence which 


ſhakes off all reſerve, and that particularly 
characteriſed the gentleman in queſtion : he 
enquired at the bar if any of the club had 
aſſembled ; upon receiving information that 
they had not, but were expected every mi- 
nute, the amicable twain were ſhewn upſtaris 
to the club room, which Eowin entered 
with a kind of reverential awe. 
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In this interval PEER informed Epwix, 


how he principally procured the means of 


ſubſiſtence, which was, to write the laſt dy- 
ing ſpeeches of the malefactors, and ſend a 
fellow with Stentorian lungs to bawl them 
in the neighbourhood of the culprit's rela. 
tions, who, generally, purchaſed his ſilence 
with a few ſhillings, which the herald and the 
narrator ſhared equally between them— 


T hey took their ſtations at the upper end 
of the table, which was covered with pipes 
and tobacco, and at the head was placed a 
chair for the moderator or preſident of the 
evening. The limb of Re/cius could not help 
obſerving to his friend PETER, that the 
furniture and prints in the room by no 


means correſponded with the dignity and 


importance of the ſociety ; but he was in- 
formed that men ot ſcience were in a 
great meaſure regardleſs of perſonal accom. 


modation as to the prints, he admitted that 


they could not be admired for their excel- 
lence, but that circumſtance, he ſaid, could 
not be attributed to want of ſpirit in the 
landlord, who had formerly ornamented the 

A room 


at 


(5933 73 
room with ſome fine pieces by Hogarth, 
among which was the diſtreſſed Poet, 


which being conſidered as a faithful copy of 


nature, had given offence to the club, and 
at their requeſt, was removed, being conſi- 
dered as a ſtanding ſarcaſm upon the majo+ 
rity of the members His friend's apology 
for the landlord was here interrupted by the 
arrival of one of the company, who was 
his particular friend, and a great genius z 
Epwix ſurveyed him for, forme minutes with 
the greateſt attention After the cuſtomary 
ſalutations, the author introduced Epwin: 


to his acquaintance as a man of erudition— 


an admirer of the muſes and a practical phi. 
lolopher—the ſtranger welcomed him to the 


club in terms of great civility, but in a man- 


ner which evidently gave him to underſtand, 
that he conſidered himſelf in the inſtant, as 
conferring a ſingular favour While PzTzR 


BowLes and the arrogant bard, entered 


into converſation upon the occurrences of the 
day, the perſonifier of mankind liſten- 
ed with the profoundeſt ſilence, and conſider- 
ed each remark as iſſuing from the mouth 
of an oracle—Epwin ſoon learned from the 


{tranger's 
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ſtranger's accent that he was 2 North Bri. 
_ tain, and from his diſcourfe, that he was an 
author of magnitude, equal to writing upon 
any ſubject natural, moral, or metaphyſical 
—he inveighed to Mr. BowLts with great 
bitterneſs, againſt the deference that is paid 
to public opinion—he roundly aſſerted, that 
thoſe authors who valued themſelves upon 
it were blockheads, and would undertake 
to prove that there could not be a more con- 
vincing proof of the want of merit in a lite- 
rary compoſition, than the extenſiveneſs of 

its ſale—The generality of readers, he main- 
| rained, had not ſufficient judgment to diſ- 
tinguiſn between what really deſerved praiſe 
and what did not, and that where they 
had the hardineſs to decide upon the 

merits of literature, it was notorious to all 
men of ſenſe, that they were wrong in nine- 
teen inſtances out of twenty—Here ſaid he 
is a ſtriking illuſtration of what I have ad- 
vanced, pulling a pamphlet out of his 
pocket, and handing it to the liſtener, that 
is, ſaid he, an Eſſay on the neceſſity of new 
modelling the penal laws, allowed to' be 
_ written with great ſpirit and information; it 


has 


(235 ) 
has been publiſned theſe ſix weeks, and 
how many impreſſions do you imagine has 
been ſold ? The fellow-labourer on Parnaſſus 
anſwered, perhaps a thouſand But ſix copies, 
as I am a living man, replied the Author wich 
great vociferation; but damme why ſhould I 
complain: The public taſte vitiated, and 
like a ſickly appetite, has no reliſh for any 
compoſition that is not ſeaſoned high with 
defamation or indecency nothing but traſh 
or mad reflections upon civil Liberty“ The 
preſs is proſtituted, but zounds, what ſigni- 
fies, PETER, it will be all one a hundred 
years hence - ſo here's to you, added he, 
ſeizing a pot of Calvert's porter from the 
waiter, with a mantling cauliflower head, 
| which 


* 


F * When Mr. Burxs iſſued his heterogeneous pam- 
phlet upon the glorious retolution of France, his better 
genius. forſook him—I underſtand that Mr, Pa vx, 
Mrs. MacauLEy, Mrs, BrRBAUTID and others, 
are preparing anſwers, in order to refute his falſe po- 
ſitions—Such toil is unneceſſary to overthrow a rhapſody 
of contradictior s, where, if the tendency can be deve- 
loped, it is to enchain mankind Can contempt reſtrain 
her emotions, or ind'gnation his arm, on hearing an in- 


dividual prate about the almoſt divine right of nobles, 


and the unlimited homage due to the ludicrous pride of 
birth, who emerged upon ſociety, like a fungus from an 
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which this great man in the paroxyiſm of 
of his vexation, diſpatched” at one draught, 

with the cafe and adroitneſs of a thirſty 
Chairman in July—Epwin's attention was 
now diverted by the entrance of three more 
members, who were quickly followed by 
others, when each having taken his place at 
the Table, the Chairman proceeded to ſtate 
the deficiency of the reckoning at the laſt 
meeting: the names of the ſeveral defaulters 
being called over in order, each man de- 
polited the ſum demanded, until it came to 
Mr. MacwaiTtLE's turn to pay, when he 
perceived with ſome marks of coneern a pal. 


pable ſtruggle in his countenance, between 


his pride and his poverty, the cauſe of 
which Eowix ſuſpected to be an inability to 


Triſh ditch ?—His pamphlet is, like the ſtates of Brobdig- 
nag and Lilliput, full of high and low figures—ſimilies 
that have majeſty without application, and others which 
would diſhonor the imagination of a fiſhwoman—In ſhort, 
if the elements of the work in queſtion are the leading 
principles of government by which Mr. Burks is now 
directed, his mind muſt have been wonderfully re- 
generated ; or otherwiſe, he has been for many years 
buoyant upon the rough ſeas of legiſlation, like a political 
waterman, looking one way and rowing another—playing 
a ſerious jeſt with the three kingdoms, and abridging the 
genial influence of faith in ſociety. 
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liquidate the demand, and a ſtrong ſenſe of 
ſhame in acknowledging] his neceſlity ; 
the conjecture was right, for pulling the 


player by the ſleeve he whiſpered in his ear, 


that he ſhould be for ever obliged to him 
for the loan of half a crown, as in changing 
his cloaths, he had unfortunately left his 
purſe behind him—upon which Epwin ſlily 
flipt the money into his hand, and he in- 
ſtantly diſcharged the arrears, with all the 
confidence of a man, who had the wealth 
of Crœſus at his diſpoſal This neceſſary 
buſineſs adjuſted, the converſation took a 
general turn, until Mr. STayTAPs: (who L 
was informed had been formerly à Taylor, 
but becoming a bankrupt, and not being 
able to re-eſtabliſh his credit with his woollen 
draper, had lately commenced Author) 


obſerved with forme degree of acrimony, . 


that the laſt new Comedy of the Triumph of 
Faſhion, was the moſt abſurd compoſition 
that ever diſgraced a Theatre ; that pro- 
bability and common ſenſe were violated 
in every ſcere, the plot-puerile—the dia- 
logue common place, and the whole buſi- 
nels, in ſhort, a compound of nonſenſe, that 


degraded 
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degraded the Britiſh drama; and Mr. 
STAyYTAPE would have purſued this vein ot 
ſatire farther, but for the interpoſition of a 
tallman who ſat oppoſite to him, dreſſed in 
a coat that they might perceive had been 
once black, but which had ſuffered con- 
ſiderably from the inroads of time—a wig 
nearly hairleſs, and without powder, and a 
coloured handkerchief tied cloſe round his 
neck, which as his coat was buttoned to the 
top, ſeemed to anſwer the double purpoſe 
of ſhirt and neckcloth—he had a fallow 
complexion, dark buſhy eye-brows, a large 
roman noſe, and a mouth of ſuch prodigious 
magnitude, that when he opened it to ſpeak, 
it appeared, added to the grim ferocity of 
his countenance, like the maſk of a Lion, 
carved at the head of a firſt rate man of war. 
When this terrific ſon of Hibernia (for the 
ſtrong brogue upon his tongue would have 
done honor to the echoes of Kilkenny) heard 
Mr. STayTaPE's remarks, aſſuming a look 
of extreme indignation, he replied, © and is 
that your opinion friend? if it is, and that 
you are ſerious, give me /ave to tell you, 


that you know nothing at all of the matter— 
"WY What 
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What d'ye think now my jewel, when 1 
aſſert that the piece is quite the reverſe of 
all you have been ſaying upon the ſubjeci 
The plot is a fine plot, and does the Author 
particular credit; the characters are all 
drawn more natural than even life itſelf 
honey; and as for the language, by my own 
foul myſelf does not know that 1 ever heard. 
prettier—So take a fool's advice now, be 
40, and never open your mouth in future, 
to be prating about nothing at all dye ſee 
A blunder, a blunder, roared SrAv APE 
with exultation. Whereabouts is the blunder? 
cried the Iriſnman— I'll be judged by the 
company, rejoined :STAYTAPE ; here's a 
pretty fellow to correct me that cannot 
ſpeak Engliſh with propriety Correct you, 
arrah by my foul will I, bellowed the bard 
from Ballinaſioe, you concated fon of 
à cucumber, and 1 dare ſay you'll 
be the better for it as long as you live. I'll 
teach you to talk to a joniman like me, 
you ſcoundrel, ſaid he, hfting up an 
arm, as ſtout and muſcular as the extremity 
of the pagan thunderer, and aiming à bloẽw- 
at the head of the pert critic, which had it 

taken 
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taken place, would perhaps have deſtroyed 
bis ſeat of underſtanding completely, by 
ending all his mortal cares; but this bloody 
cataſtrophe was fortunately prevented by 
the interference of the company, who ap- 
peaſed the choler of the Hibernian, by 
promiſing that Mr. STavTaez ſhould make 
him ample amends by publickly aſking 
pardon, to which meaſure the lriſhman ac- 
ceded, and poor STAYTAPE was in conſe- 
quence dragged from under the table, to 
which place he had retreated to avoid the 
fury of his aſſailant—It was impoſſible for 
the pencil of Carivegio or Da Vinci, to ex- 
hibit a more rueful figure, than that which 
the creſt fallen commentator appeared, 
when compelled by his fears to aſk forgive- 
neſs for delivering an opinion, which ac- 
cording to his own judgment and belief, 
was ſtrictly conſonant to truth—Matters 
being thus brought to an accommodation, 
the glaſs circulated pretty briſkly, when the 
Chairman propoſed their drinking the fol- 
lowing - ſentiment : . © encouragement to 
Genius, -and confuſion to bookſellers,” 


which was echoed round the table, and 
drank 
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drank with particular avidity—Aſter this 
ſentiment, the company were unanimous in 
calling for a ſong from Mr. BaREBONxs, 
who, Epwin was affured, was a very in» 


genious man, and an adept in the pleaſing 


art of ſong writing, a compiler of magazines, 
and death hunter in ordinary to three of the 
moſt popular morning papers—Mr. Baze- 
vox rs being knocked down for his ditty, 
agreeable to the language of thoſe convivial 
weetings call'd clubs, after ſome heſitation, 
and many apologies for his hoarſeneſs, 
favored the comp:ny with that ſublime, 


beautiful and facetious compoſition, well 


known by the title of Niz's Pound, which 
he executed in a rich ſtile of humour, for 
the poſſeſſion of which he was indebted to 
the good fortune of receiving the firſt rudi- 
ments of his education in the purlieus of 
broad St. Giles's When this baſtard of 
Apollo had finiſhed, the whole company 
roſe, as if by ſome ſudden impulſe of 
attraction, directing their eyes towards the 
doar—EDpwin was at ſome loſs to account 
for this general motion, until he perceived 
a luſty man approach the table, with an 
Vol. I. * air 
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air of prodigious ſelf-importance ; he ap- 
peared to be bordering upon fifty ; with a 
well-fed, florid countenance, and dreſſed in 
a buſhy wig, great coat and boots—As he 
drew near the table, eyery eye was 
eagerly employed to meet his, which, 
when they were ſo fortunate as to effect, 
they made their obeſance in poſtures, which 
manifeſted the moſt abject humiliation—an 
honour to which the ſtranger ſeemed to pay 
even not the moſt diſtant attention—Imagin- 
ing this to. be ſome great man, at the 
head of the republic of letters, the dra- 
matic viſitor inquired his name, when Mr. 
Bowl xs informed him, that he was a wealthy 
bookſeller, who had almoſt every individual 
in company employed in his ſervice, 
compiling, compoſing, tranſlating, copy- 
ing or printing—As ſoon as the company 
had drank to the health of Mr. ]ackson, * 
the new. gueſt, he proceeded to acquaint 


them with the motives of his viſit: he began 
with the preſident, whom he accuſed of 
ingratitude and drunkenneſs in terms of 
great ſeverity, for not coming near his houſe 
during the ſpace of nine days, though he had 

| ſigned. 
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figned his bail bond, for twenty three pounds 
ſeven ſhillings and ſixpence, and kept him 
out of the jaws of a priſon. He informed the 
Iriſhman, that the hiſtory of England, 


- Fhich he had undertaken to write for a eer- 


tain ſum, and which ]Jacxsox was then pub- 
liſhinginnumbers, did not ſell· Thatthe work 
lay in his ſhop unaſked for, though he clapped 
the ſeventeenth edition in the title page; and 
that unleſs he coul d think of ſomę expedi- 
ent to promote the ſale, he muſt drop the 
undertaking. The Iriſhman in conſequence 
propoſed to alter the face of the effort, make 
the matter more brilliant, change the name of 
the author, and republiſh, and ſupport it by 
high-ſeaſoned puffs in all the papers of the 
day. JAckso ſeemed to reliſh the propo- 
ſal, as bearing a proſpect of ſucceſs, and 
commiſſioned the anthor to expedite his 
plan as faſt as poſſible—He complimented 
STAYTAPE on the ſucceſs of an eſſay of his 
in favour of ſuicide, by which he acquainted 
the company he had got more in two months 
than by all the ſermons he had publiſhed for _ 
the laſt ſeven years, excepting thoſe of an 
Anabaptiſt and a field preacher—a chaſm in 
R 2 the 
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the diſcourſe happening to take place, Mac- 
WHITTLE ventured to aſk Jackxson, what 
he thought of publiſhing a poem—the book- 
ſeller enquired the ſubject, which Mac- 
WHITTLE told him was moral, and thought 
by thoſe who had peruſed ir, to be his chef 
d'zuvre—when Jackson exclaimed, oh 
damn your moral poems,the fale of the beſt 
does not pay the expence of printing, nobody 
reads morality now but madmen and metho- 
diſts—indeed if your ſubject had been poli- 
tical, and decorated wich ſome artful ſtrokes 
of treaſon, or if it conſiſted of lewd anec- 
dotes, and eſtabliſhed matters of ſcandal, I 
don't know but I might have become a pur- 
chaſer, but as it is, I muſt beg to be excuſed, 
pen which, taking his hat, he roſe from 
the table with much gravity, and wiſhing 
the company a good evening, departed, but 
not before the Iriſhman had lain him under 
contribution for half a guinea, and the preſi- 
dent for five ſhillings, which he leat with evi - 
dent marks of reluctance and ill. will. He had 
ſcarce ſhut the door, when every tongue modu- 
lated, and every mouth uttered, what an inſo- 
lent ſcoundre}!”--Their unmanly obſequiouſ- 
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neſs while JAckso was preſent, and their 
unneceſſary rudeneſs on his departure, ſo 1 
far diſguſted Epwin, that he contrived to ; 5 
ſteal out of their company unperceived— 5 
paid ſomewhat more than his ſhare of the 
reckoning at the bar, and went home to 
ruminate upon the endleſs viciſſitudes which 
checquer our frail exiſtence, 


- When Epwix firſt arrived in the metro- 
- polis, he wrote a letter to Mr. HzaTon's 
$ prompter, to which he had not received an 
- anſwer—The procraſtination made him un- 
[ eaſy—The player had been his friend, butthe 
— obligation was forgot Among the little vio- 
L lations 
n 3 

8 * Inſtances of gratitude do the perpetrator honor 
at When CoLONEL BELLINGHAM of the County of Lowth, 


in Ireland, was about eighteen years of age, be ſiſagreed 


er with his family, and in conſequence, walked up to Dub- 8 
1— lin, and in a fit of deſperation inliſted in the ſervice of the J 

. Eaſt India Company as a private ſoldier The party was : 

4 inſtantly ordered to Cork for embarkation—When they 5 
0 arrived at Callon in the county of Kilkenny, Mr. BEL- N 
u- LINGHAM was much fatigued, he fought for a bed and = 
o- refreſhment, but the country people having an extraor- Pp 
"oil dinary antipathy to the army, he could not procure either, _- 
c and was on the point of deſponding, when a poor fellow 1 
els | | 
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lations of ſocial propriety, not anſwering 2 
letter of amity may be claſſed as principal. 


The benefit which comes unexpectedly, 
comes with ineffable grace EpwIx re- 
ceived a letter, not from the communicator 
of heroics, but from Mr. HEATON himſelf 
Vit contained the offer of an inſtantaneous 
engagement, with a certain falary of fifteen 
ſhillings weekly, and what was more conci- 
liating to a young mind, an unlimited choice 
of parts—The threats of hunger in perſpec- 
tive, and the gratification of his ambition, 


named Tim KELTY, who overheard his intreaties, deſired 
Mr. BELLINGHAM to accompany him to his cabin, where 
he boiled a piece of ſalted pork and potatoes to ſatisfy his 
hunger, and gave him his own bed for the night, while 
KELTY and his wife ſlept upon ſome ſtraw—In the morn- 
ing they gave their military gueſt ſame new-laid eggs, 
beſtowed their benediction, and all parties ſeparated with 
tears in their cyes—During a reſidence of twenty years 
in India, Mr. BELLINGHAm by his merits roſe to the rank 
of Colonel, and acquired an independent fortune When 
he returned to Ireland, the firſt thing he did was to ſearch 
alter his poor benefactor and his wife; but alas, Tim had 
departed from his moi tal ambition, two years previous to 
the Colonel's arrival, who ſettled a handſome annuity 
upon the poor fellow's widow. 
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rekindled the cooling embers of dramatic 


ſolicitude The aukward poſition of his af- 
fairs required diſpatch He muſed and he 
meditated, till at length, putting three 
crowns every ſeven days in the ſcale of his 
zudgment againſt law, phyſic and divinity, 
the learned profeſſions kicked the beam, 
and EDwix reclaimed- his ſcenic honors at 


Bewdley. 


During the comedian's progreſs. from 
London to Bewdley, he journied with a 
ſhrewd old codger, who appeared in ſome 
degree attached to the theatfic tyro, and 
gave him the following important cautions, 
as mental armour againſt the impoſitions of 
humanity. | 


Social BEACONS. 


When you hear a man talk much about his honor, or a 
woman about her chaſtity, be aſſured that both have been 
doubted, 


When you cheapen an article in a warehouſe, be affured 
that the dealer is labouring to prove what his commodities 
are not, not what they are. 


When you ſce a man carrying a child, and his wife 
ſtrutting unencumbered, it is a province to a Seville 
orange, that he is not the father. * 


R 4 When 
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When any oſſer you a benefit, incontinently accept it, 
as the deſire to render you ſervice will not increaſe with 
your merit ! 


When your friend avers his love is beautiful, ſee the 
object before you give him credit, as beauty is more often 
in the eye of the lover tan the perſon of the beloved. 


When you are Tmote by à ſeeming calamity, do not 
droop, as the greateſt felicities oftcn originate in torment, 

Never go to law—take phyſic—argue upon faith—tell 
lies, or ſleep upon your back. 

In Bewdley, he reaſſumed the honors of 
his avocation—ſtrutted away his hour— 
was the licutenant colonel of the Theſpion 
aſſociation and conſidered by his liftening 
friends, like the diſembarked cruſaders' iu 
the days of the Second Richanb, more 
valuable and more to be requeſted in conſe- 
quence of his recent migration. 


When the voluptuous city of Bath had 
its pleaſures curtailed by the death of Ax- 
THUR, the low comedian—Mr. Lzt, the 
manager, roved in imagination about tlie 
three kingdoms for an adequate ſucceſſor 
Various objects preſe chemſelves to his 
mind's eye, but noi paſſed the ordeal of 
his judgment unqueſlioned but Eowin—A 

= letter 


* 
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letter was inſtantly diſpatched to Bewdley, 
containing the offer of handſome terms; 
and Epwix, flattered by the propoſal to ſuc- 
ceed fo great and eſtimable a man, gave in 
his reſignation to Mr. HeaTon—Paid 
his bill with punctuality Shook hands with 
all the gentlemen, and kiſſed all the ladies 
of the company - found his heart lighter 
upon his left rib by ſeven ounces, three pen- 
ny-weights and ſix grains—Leapt into a ma- 
chine that was croſſing the country to 
Marlborough—Dined at the Devizes, -and 
ſupped at the Bear, Cheap-ſtreet, Bath, 
October the 2d, 1768. | 


The firſt character he aſſumed on the Bath 
ſtage was Perriwinkle in the Bold Stroke for 
a Wife, on the ſeventh of the ſame month; 
and the ſecond, Sir Harry Sycamore, in The 


Maid of the Mill; and ſo nearly perfect was 


he in both, that notwithſtanding ArTHUR 
had been a great favourite with the critics 
of Somerſetſhire, Eowin was received with 
evident marks of attention and applauſe— 
The part of Patty was then enacted, by 
Mrs. Manon, now the wife of Joux Pal 
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It was at this era, that he became firſt 
acquainted with Mrs. WALuSsLIXY, who was 
then a reputable millener in Horſe-ſtreet— 
The confequences of this connection are too 


well known to make a recital here neceſſary 


As Epwiv had now procured a fixed 
place of reſidence, his curvettings as an er- 
ratic, were more circumſcribed---He had 
2 preſcribed duty to perform, which he per- 
formed well mutt imagine, from events, 
that this gentleman was goaded by Ambi- 
tion's keeneſt ſpur---and his action muſt 
have been equal to the impulſe, as he evi- 
dently reached the furnmit---Individuals 
thus giſted and thus rewarded, create an in- 
ſtance irom which poliſhed Society may 
proudly triumph over Barbariſm—it is in 
the perfection of Science, and not the 
amendment of Morals, that this advantage 
is eſtabliſhed. 
Cxsar had his Lieutenante, and Lee 
his aide aids moſt glorious—EDwin did 
N | his 
F l 


„„ 
his beſt— that is, all that can be done by in- 
eſtimable talent h 


I have heard EDwix (when ſumming vp 
the meaſure of his temporal felicities) de- 


clare, that it was on the twenty-fifth of 


December, in that year, when his, faculties 
were more harmonized by the concurring 
events of fortune operating upon a young 
mind unblackened by the tints of guilt, than 
at any other period of his being—A well 
ſelected party of guileleſs friends had met in 
domeſtic triumph, to celebrate the divine 
miſſion of the Mzss1an !—circling the feſ- 
tive board, they gave themſelves to the 
embraces of Innocence and Feſtivity—their 
mirth was hallowed by their faith, and an 
impulſe more than human, touched the 
chords of ſenſibility with ſupreme bliſs, 


In my feeble opinion, the firſt grand in- 
road of mortal perdition will be evinced, 
by the appearance of ſocial contumacy on 
an anniverſary fo pregnant with eventual be- 
nefit as CHRISTMAS Day, 
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How this important epoch ſhould be paſſ- 
ed by CHRISTIANS, is ſufficiently obvious, 
— with exultation and with gratitude, with 
Piety ſpringing from the Heart, with the 
ſigh of ſilent Foy, with A ſmilingly in 
8 


For the different Sefs of CuRISTIANTry 
Here at leaſt are unanimous in the recollec- 
tion bf the day that brought the he Bleſſing 
into the World—the Redeemer of miſerable 
Nam. | 

Who tonch'd the film that doge'd the viſual ray," 

% And on the ſightleſs eye - ball pour'd the day. 

The infinite diverſity of opinions among 

us, is by the Philoſopher conſidered as the 
innumerable branches of one vaſt ocean, in- 
terſected by various lands, and diſcrimi- 
nated by oppoſing peculiarities. 


ſe ſhould diſtruſt our on opinions, did 
they not teach us UNIVERSAL CHARITv. 


To thoſe who unfortunately think not 
with any of the above, over whom this day 
paſſes with no exulting emotions, I yet wiſh 


to preſs one ſhort reflection, by which, even 


3 


( 253 ) 
to them, this day may be productive of 
peculiar good—Separate as it is from noiſe 
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and from bufineſs, let it be devoted to re- Mi 
troſpect upon the VAR that is about to W; f 
100 : 


25 


paſs away—upon time, which memory has . 
marked with unmerited mercies—upon 2 | 
period in which much muſt be regretted— 

Thus even the UnBzLitever may partici- 

pate the bleſſing, if retroſpection convince 

him of the neceſſity of VIX uk to Happte 

xesS—lf, by thus pondering, his Life 
ſhould aſpire to Moral Purity, he will not 

be very far from the beſt parts of a Religion | 
that inculcates the moſt wide and unbound- 

ed philanthropy for every thing that exiſts, 
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In 1770, Epwix, Ecan, and SUMMERS, 
went to Briſtol Fair, and the following bill 
lying upon the table at he Bub Tavern, the 

oddity of the contents induced them to pay 
Mr, Cook: a viſit. 


COOKE's GRAND MEDLEY, 
By his MajasTY's SERVANTS, 
At the Theatre Royal, the Fourtcen Stars, 
Dukixo the Time of the Fair, 
The Great Crxoxomonoco, will 
open his Mouth wide, and Swallow the Great 


AGERABEECO, © 
Foun 
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6 2540 
Four and Twenty of his Majeſty's Company of Co- 
medians, will inhanulate a Droll, called a 
PATCH FOR ALL FLAWS; 

The Querimaniums Actors will move a Minuet Della Cour. 
Tumbling by a Gemini of Dexterous Fellows, 
Singing by a Young Lady from Madame 
Venus's Boarding School. 

The Budget will be open'd by ſome of the beſt actors, from 
moſt of the Theatres Royal in Great Britain, 

Pit and Boxes to be laid together at two-pence a peace, 
the phlebein Gallery one penny. The Candles to be 
ſnuff'd by Sig. Snufem, for his own Divertion. 
Nothing under full price will be taken, nor any Perſon 
| admitted but in full dreſs. | 
A good Fire is provided for the imatilick Cenſtitutions.— 
We begin to perform exactly when the grand Band 
-of Muſick opens. 


The Medley did not terminate much to 
the honor of Mr. Cooxx - Crotomonoco and 
Agerabeeco were both impoſtors—The Patch 
for all Flaws, was nothing more than a full 


purſe, and the young Lady from YVenus's 


Boarding School, ſung very like a bird called 


a crow ! 


After this, they proceeded to ſee a tawny 
Lion from Bombay, and two wild cats from 
Abyſinnia. While they viewed theſe pro- 
digious animals, a fellow with but one eye, 

and 
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and the hinder part of his wig before, enter- 
tained them with Handels Mater- piece 
upon a falt box !— _ 


When they had taken their peep and 
were ſatisfied, a conſultation was held as to 
the propriety of immediately returning to 
Bath, and as Epwix was giving his opinion, 
a dreadful, grating, thundering craſh burſt 
upon their confounded ſenſes—This harſh 
falute iſſued from the throat of an old brazen 
trumpet, which a varlet, with the portrait of 
a gridiron on his breaſt, was blowing im- 
mediately behind them, and fo loud that it 
ſeemed like a rehearſal of the Clarion's 
deepeſt tone, before the day of Judgment 
the ſummons had its effect They all in- 
ſtantly turned round, and diſcovered ſeveral 
gaudy ladies and gentlemen in Roman 
ſhapes, and European habits, arranged in 
a temporary gallery; and inviting all a- 
round them to enter the booth and ſee 
wonders, wonders, and wonders—On a 
board in the front was written in large 


characters, 


JonsoN's 
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EDS e oe, 
Jonsox's Comrcar Fairy, 
Or ALL the WorLD in a Nur Shrrr. 


When they had paid their three-pence 
each, and taken their ſeats on ſome wooden 
benches unplaned, flanked with three Welch 
girls from Monmouth on the right, and 
two drunken colliers from Kingſwood on 
the left, the attending muſician began, and 
the varied clamours of the loft in ſome de- 
gree ſubſided—That the triumvirate might 
not be in total want of temporal comforts, 
Epwin carried ſome brandy.in a pint bottle, 
and Ecan ſome ſea biſcuits—The ſable 
gentlemen on their left vociferouſly thunder- 
ing, © dom un why don't un begin?“ — 
Mr. Jossox thought it expedient to com- 
mence the drollery, and in obedience to 
his beheſt, a bell was rung and the dra- 
matis perſonæ hurried to their ſeveral ſta- 
tions—W hen the filthy tormentor of cat- 
gut had ſcrapefl a few bars of that fayorite 
4Jig of Amphion's, commonly called the 

Black Foke, the following ſingular colloquy 
began. 


F:DDLERs 


fiogit 
larde 


„ 
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FipplIR. 
Mr. Poxen, Mr. Punch, why don't you come; you 


handſome, agreeable dog, the ladies have been impatient 
this half hour! ? 


« 
* 


Poncn. (to be ſpoken naſallyy | 
(From behind the Scences)—Tell the dear creatures 


Mr. FivDLER, I'll be with them as ſoon as I'm dreft— . 


Zounds you would not have a gentleman come among 
the ladies, as Adam did into the Orchard, without his 


ſmall ctoaths—Hey, you comical dog Lock here! Pm ag 


naked as Truth, and as ſtraight as a whipping poſt! — 
FtvDLER, ; 
But why Mr. PUxCH do you put on your whalltc af 


before your ſhirt? it is the faſhion in Somerſetſhire, to 
put on the ſhirt firſt, 


| Pvuncn. (from behind the ſcenes) 
Oh! I have a reaſon for that! 


FiDDLER, 
A reaſan have you, pray what is that, Mr. Puxca} 


Fenn. x 
Why, you fool, I've none to put on- 

Fiopt EA. 
Very cogent and mann . 


Enter Puxen (cocking his right leg before Am, 
finging) tol, lol, de rol, lol, lol, lardee; tol, lol Jol,.1bf, 
lardee—whguee, whgee, whguee, 


Vor. I. 8 FiDDLERs 
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FIDDLER. 
. Why Mr. PUNCH, you are quite merry to-day, 


PUNCH, 


Yes, you fool, I'm as merry as nine beef-ſteaks—and 
why ſhould not I, hey Mr. FippLeR !—1 can pay ſcot and 
lot—ſwallow a bullet, and defy the devil. 


Fir ER. 


Where have you been Mr. Ppunch—on your travels 
I ſuppoſe—to find the head of the Nile, eat a lion, and 
kick poſſibility? 


| PUNCH, 
No, you fool, I've been to the wars. 


Kill'd a man, pray how did you do that Mr. Puxc j 


. PuNCH. 
How ! why I cut off his leg. 


FipDLER, 
ut off his leg—that is a queer way of killing a may 
Ar. Fuxcu, but why didn't you cut off his head ? 
- Puvxcn. 


8 
22 = 


f 


ä FiDDLER. | 
To the wars, Mr. Punca! well, and what did you do 
there? | | 
Puxch. 
1 killd a man! 
n FibprER. 


6259) 
Pusch. 1 
Oh! Ive a reaſon for that. 


Fibhr zu: op. 131 
What reaſon, Mr. Puxcn ! 


Punch. 


Why, you fool, his head was off before —tol, lol, lob, 


lol, lol, lardee— Mr. FiDDLER, do you know that I'm 
very lemancholy ? 


FryDLER. 
I am very ſorry to hear that, Mr, Poxctt, 


| Dane i 
You ſorry !- you be d-——d.—D'ye hear is my phy 
ready ? 


Fibo ER, 
What phyſic, Mr. Puxcn 7 


PUNCH. 


What phyſic, you blockhead ! why the phyſic I ordered 
from my chymiſt's in nubibus—the elixir of felieity, and 
balſam of badinages 


During this part of the polite dialogue, 
between Punca and the FipDLER, the dra- 
matic knot were taking each a bumper of 
Peau de vie, and EnDwin, who had made a 
few inroads upon ſobriety, hearing Vuxcn 
alk for phyſic, thought he coun not do 
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hirn a greater favour, than by offering him 
opportunely, a dram of coniag— thus 


reſolved, he addreſſed the wooden chief. : 
1 L rain 
Epwix. brea 
Pray Mr. Puxcn, will you do me the honour to accept dear 
a toothful of brandy ? 
You, and pray who the devil are you ? — 
Epwin. 
It is the very beſt ſort Taffure you, I bought it not an TI 
Sour ſince, at the Greenman and ſtill, in High ftreet— I had 
. holdi 
PUNCH, , burn 
Pooh, pooh, pooh, friend, I have better * ſpirits of 
my own. | 1 
| 1 f che 


Better ſpirits Mr. Punxcn ?- give me leave to ſay Sir, that th ey 
is impoſſible - but may I make ſo bold as to aſk, 4% is 


| 1 diſtiller? : a he 
| Puxcn. enſui 
Nux, are you anſwered my dear mM lol, de rol, lol, he c. 
| 83 | Darl 
3 | ſeize 

FiDDLER, 
ferna 


boni affront your beſt friends Mr. Puxcn. 
PuxCA mort 


b | 


— 


Puxen. | 
Shut your mouth, you fool, and keep your belly warm 
Are all my things ready for the ball this eveniog-—my 
rainbow coloured coat, my wooden hoſe, and my double 
breaſted wig ?---he, he, he, ha, ha, ha, ha, oh dear, oh 
dear, oh dear. 


FipprER. 


Why you are very Jocoſe, all on a ſudden Mr. PuxcH 
hat is the matter? 


Puxcn. 


The beſt joke imaginable: do you know, Mr. FipDLER, 
I had but one ſhirt in the world, and as my wife Joxy was 
holding it this morning before the fire, it fell ig and wag 
burnt—why don't you laugh now you ſtupid hound ? 


Theſe words were ſcarcely delivered by 
"the pliant jaws of poor Puxcn, when a 
black gentleman entered the liſts, whom 
they were given to underſtand was no leſs 


a hero than the devil himſelf A conflict 1 + 
enſued, and Puncn did his beſt—Bur alas, 15 "ie 

i, he could not compete with the Prince of 7 
Darkneſs To be brief, his Satanic majeſty 22 N 
ſeized his wooden prey, and giving a ſort of in- * : 7 
fernal whiz, vaniſhed into regions beyond 12 oh 


2 


mortal ken! To remove the impreſſions of 
83 melancholy 
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melancholy from the afflicted audience, 
Mr. Jonson deputed a red haired ſpinſter 
about fourteen years old, to amuſe them 
with balancing three unſheathed ſwords upon 
her comely noſe with the points downward, 


The vonne bouche was kept for the laſt— 
it was a regular drama, entitled, 


The S1zcs of TROv. 


Dramatis Perſon. 


Hector Mr. Merryman, 
Achilles Mr. Andrew. 
Phyſician Mr. 7ob/on, 
O'Driſcol Mr. Murphy, 


The curtain was drawn up, and the Gre- 


cian camp diſcovered—when a large party 
of Greeks and Trojans entered from the 
oppoſite wings — Hector, Achilles and 
O'Driſcol were animated, the reſt were very 


handſomely faſhioned out of pieces of paſte- 


board, and appeared full as majeſtic as the 
ſupernumeraries 1 the metropolitan theatres 
— When 


* c——_— * 
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When Hector and Achilles had ſhaken 


hands, both ſtript to their ſhirts to decide 


which was the better man After ſome pu- 
giliſtic manœuvres which would not have 
diſgraced Joansox, the ſturdy ſoa of Thetis 
ſtruck the branch of Priam in the bread 
baſket by a ſtraight forward blow, and 
brought his adverſary to the ground— 
O'Driſcol, diſtracted at his friend He&or's 
overthrow, thus bellowed for aſſiſtance 


O'DRiscor. 
A doctor, a doctor, ten pound for a doctor! f 
Enter Phy$1CIAN— 
PHYSICIAN, 
Here am I! | F 
O'Dr1sCOL, 


What can you cure? 


eine 


The cramp, the . gout, the pain within and the pal | . 


witbout! 


O' Driſcol. | 
, boderation to your nonſenſe can you bring a dead 
man to life again? 


* 


64 PHYSICIAN. 
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Pursiciax. 


Oh marry, that I can take a little of my tip- tap, pat 
it on your njp-nap, now riſe up ſlaſher and fight again 


After this ſkilful adminiſtration, Hector 
leapt from the ſtage upon his legs—cut a 
few capers—made a ſaraband, and was 
carried off in triumph This event con- 
cluded the variegated performance 


As Epwin's pecuniary reſource was then 
| only thirty-five ſhillings , weekly, he was 
obliged to be ſomewhat. ceconimical in the 
expenditure—but his ambition was cheriſhed 
by public encouragement, and he confident- 
ly looked forward to a time when his ability 


to be generous ſhould be equal to his 


wiſhes —* 


Though 


* As the movements of eminent individuals are worth 
a record, I have ſubjoined a Play Bill which will indubi- 
tably prove a treat to the curious in Fetal, and the 
Drama- loving part of ſociety in particular. It diſplays 
the yiciſhtudes of exiſtence, and proves, agrecably ta 
the letter of Holy Writ, that the laſt ſhall be firfl—The 
leading perſonages are Mrs. Sippoxs and My. Joux 
PuarLtye SIBLE, The circumſtances occurred taventy- 
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Though his means were reſtricted, his me- 


rits were not he felt himſelf bliſsful, be- 
cauſe he had the power to ſatisfy both the 


audience and his generaliflimo—he bore the 
incumbent 


three years fince, when the heads of that fortunate if not 
felicitous family, were paying their devoirs to Melpomem 
under the auſpices of their migrating father, who may feel 
ſome pride at being the parent of ſuch a ſon and daughter 
for though I do not altogether ſubſcribe to the means 
which they have practiſed to ſubdue competition, and eſta» 
bliſh their own particular authority, I certainly conſider 


them as beings higher gifted than the ordinary member 
of human nature, e's 


The following is the fac friile of a Play Bill in which 
Mrs. Stopoxs was announced to Sing! the, wonderful 
JohN Pawie KEvBLE to enact the Duke o., aud 
Mrs. Twiss, the Dute of Gloaucefler== 


« We know what we are, but we know not 
« What we may be,” 


Thoſe were the days of family humiliation—ere the hero 


had been irradiated hy the precepts of a Flemiſh College, 


or the keroine uplifted hy the contributions of the au- 
ling Bar. The applauſe of a Clown was then acceptable, 
becauſe the approbation denoted that Six-pence more was 
added to the general ſtock—the hiſſes of a Clown were 
not reſiſted, becauſe thoſe hiſſes were then ſuppoſed to 
ilſue from prerogative, 1 235 
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incumbent weight of his duty like a young 
Atlas, and though his aſſumption of comic 
character was nearly general, the execution 
was too congenial to his faculties to give pain. 


WORCESTER, February 12, 1765. 
Mr. Kembles, company of Comedians. 
At the Theatre at the King's Head, this evening, will 
be performed a Concert of n to begin exactly at fix 
o'clock. 
Tickets to be had at the uſual Places. 

Between the Parts of the Concert will be preſented, graizs, 
A celebrated Hiſtorical Play [never performed bere called 

CHARLES THE FiRST. 
The Characters to be dreſſed in Antient Habits, according 

8 to the faſhion of thoſe times. 
IJ be part of King Charles, Mr. Jones; 
Duke of Richmond, Mr. Siddons ; 
Marquis of Lindſay, Mr. Salifbury ; 
Biſhop Juxon, Mr. Fowler 
General Fairfax, Mr, Kemble ; 
Colonel Ireton, Mr. Crump ; 
Colonel Tomlinfon, Mr. Hughes; i 
The part of Oliver Cromwell, Mr. Vaughan; 
N Servant, Mr. Butler; 
James Duke of York (afterwards King of England), 
Maſter ]. Kemble. 

The Duke of Glouceſter (King Charles's younger Son} 

Mliſs Fanny Kemble ; 
Serjcant, Bradſhaw (Judge of the pretended High Court of 

Juſtice) Mr. Burton; 

The Young Princeſs Elizabeth, Muſs Kemble ; : 

Lady 
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In June 1775, he was engaged to play 
at Foors's Theatre in the Hay Market, at 


a falary of three pounds per week, and in 


the latter part of that month, made his firſt 
profeſſional bow to a London Audience, in 
the part of Flaw, in Foorz's Comedy of 


the Cozeners— His ſucceſs in this attempt 


did not equal the expectation of his friends 


Lady Fairfax, Mrs, Kemble ; 
The Part of the Queen, Mrs, Vaughan. 
Singing between the Acts by Mrs. Fowler and Miſs 
| Kemble. 
To which will be added a Comedy, called 
THE MINOR. 


And on Saturday next, the 14th inſt. will be again 
preſented the above Tragedy, with a Farce that will be 
Expreſſed in the Bills for the day. 


* The days of Performanee are — Thurſ- 
e and Saturdays. 


The incidental variations of this Theatric progeny 
ſhould operate to good purpoſes—the baniſhment of 
deſpair from the boſoms of the meaneft of the Theſvian 
Corps. Who is more circumſtantially trodden down 
than this progeny were? who is more magnificently en- 
throned than this progeny are? While Hope has 
- Exiſtence in the human mind, the chequered progreſs of 
the REMBLES may be brought forward to exemplify her 
tacit dogmas. 
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at Bath—The ſecond part he perpetrated 
in the local head of Britain, was 7ob/on in 
the Devil to Pay in this character his latent 
greatneſs as a Comedian began to glimmer, 
and the critics of the day, ſpoke of him in 
the language of hope, and Foote approved 
of his demeanor but the firſt time he was 
vplifted by univerſal applauſe, was the ſuc- 
ceeding morning after he had played Billy 
Button in the Maid of Bath—all the papers 
of the day regiſtered him a valuable acquiſi- 
tion, and what was before doubtful, now 
became eftabliſhed— 


He finiſhed his career at the Hay-market 
for that ſeaſon with eclat, and returned to 
his friends in the Weſt with accumulated 
glory—this was the laſt ſeaſon of Foorz's 
management,. and when that Theatre with 
irs concomitant appurtenances, were tranſ- 
f:rred to the Elder Corman, the lively 
ſubject of this memoir was included in the 
transference, 


In the ſummer of 1776, he repeated his 
dramatic eſſays in the metropolis The 
| "= 


Ke 

firſt parts he performed under Mr. Cot- 
Max's management were Hardcaſtle, in 
She Stoops to Conquer, and Midas —-Miſs 
FaRR EN, of Drury Lane Theatre, made 
her original curteſy to the Town, on the 
ſame night, in the Character of Miſs 
Hardcaſtle. 

1 know there are, who imagine that 
Fowin was an indolent man, but whoever 
have received ſuch an impreſſion upon their 
thought, were egregioufly deceived—His 
attention to the beſt Authors in our lan- 
guage was unremitting, and he laboured 
to mature his knowledge, and his diſ- 
crimination by every poſſible method 
his attainments were not few, and he poſi- 
tively nouriſhed virtue in his heart, not- 
withſtanding the complexion of his being— 
But fo effectually has malevolence con- 
quered truth, that the morality of a player, 
like the patriotiſm of a Lawyer, is almoſt 
proverbially problematical Amid the 
laugh- creating literati, STERNE was the 


foremoſt in EpwWI's eſteem He did not 


regard 
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(* 290+ }): 
regard the labours of Swirr“, with equal 
reverence—The firſt he conſidered as the 
chaſte diſciple of Humour, the latter, as the 


' miniſter of groſsneſs---The firſt, by in- 


noxious pleaſantry, made us love our fellow 
creatures:--The latter by filthy ridicule, 
taught us to deſpiſe what was intended by 
the Creator to be honoured---He thought 
STERNE made his wit, the harbinger of 
ſocial good, and Sw1rT his aſcribed plenitude 
of lettered might, but the baneful agent 
to make us diſguſted with each other. 


* Epwi1n and I both agreed with Dr. Joxns0N, and 
Mr. Herox, that Swirr was undeſerving is great fame : 
a fortunate impoſtor, who was bolſtered up. by cotem- 
porary friends, who when they had placed him on ſlilts, 
ſhewed him to ſociety as a great man, though his ſitu- 
ation was ridiculous, and his height artificial The beſt 
of his ballads would diſgrace the walls of Bedlam, and 1 
am certain from obſervation, that ninety- nine out of a 
hundred, who have his works in their libraries, excepting 


his Gulliver, would not be compelled to read his ſomnific 


eſſays, and crazy rhimes for a trifling conſideration.— 
Many writers with infinitely more capacity than Swirr, 
who have not mingled with a junto of mutual puffers, 
bave ſunk in their graves with inconſiderable notice Ile 
was an imitator of Ribelais, and affected to laugh, when 
kis ſoul was a ffxanger to merriment. 
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In the winter of 1777, Ebwix invited 
BERNARD and BRETT to partake of a bar- 
rel of Colcheſter oyſters - Accordingly after 
the farce, they adjourned to a ſnug houſe 
in the neighbourhood, and began to maſti- 
cate with great eagerneſs—at the concluſion 
Edpwix propoſed a parting bottle, (as they 
had only taken porter with the oyſters—) 
over. which they recited a number of comi- 
cal incidents- They had all three traverſed 
Fudah's Barren Sends, alias the barren 
Barns in villages, and ſtable lofts in ruſtic 


Inns---the laugh encreaſed ſo much, that a 


ſecond; third and fourth bottle were intro- 
duced before they found BRE (to uſe his 
own phraſe) a little rocky, upon which Epw:s 
ply'd him the faſter; and ſometimes daſhed the 
grape of Luſitania with ſome choice old 
rum The little gentleman made an excuſe to 
retire for a minute, having left his hat and 


cane, but finding the ſtreet door open, and 


ſuſpecting their deſign, he took to his heels 
and ſtaggered home- Then Epwin whiſ- 
pered the landlord, and they ſat down and 
carolled at the death of the fourth bottle 
The accommodating hoſt returned and told 
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(272) 
them alt was ready, and producing his bill, 
they found the ſum required to be nearly 
twenty ſhillings—EDpwix fwore he had not 
a farthing in his galligaſkins ; but give it to 
BERNARD, ſaid he That ſhabby fellow 
owes me a couple of guineas theſe two 
years, for which he ought to be aſnamed 
Come pay the landlord, and I'll wipe off 


the old affair, entre nous. To humour the 


innocent frolic, BERNARD paid the amount 
of the bill, and to his great ſurpriſe, when 
they had got outſide of the dimunitive ta- 
vern, found a couple of chairs in waiting 
« There, you dog,” ſaid Epwin, “ get in 
—T always take care of my friends—Always 
fee them ſafe home, for drunk as you are, it 
is ten to one, but you would ſtray to ſome 
curſed Vialante, who would rob you of your 
health and pence without remorſe; and 
then in the morning I ſhould be blamed for 
your incontinence---They were not carried 
three hundred yards when a halt was made 
Upon BzRxNard's aſking the reaſon--- 
« A friend of mine,” ſaid Epwin, “ keeps 
this houſe, Jack, and I never paſs by his 
door without calling---I'll give you ſuch a 

3 treat 
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treat you dog- Damme he has b A 
knack at mulling claret with eggs, you'll 
find it balſamic---'Twill ſave yau the ex- 


pence of an apothecary's bill, if you take it 


often It is more valuable, you varlet, than 
the panacea, of the college, or the brain of 
Eſculapius---"" The exhortation had its 
effect, and in they ſtumbled, where, with 
the aſſiſtance of the company, they preſent- 
ly diſpatched three bottles There now, 
my boy, continued ED] x, 4 don't you 
ever pretend to play eribbage with me again 
I did the younker here, ſaid he, „ far 
four bottles, but we'll call to- morrow and take 
the other; ſo lay out, Bardolph, lay out 
Upon BERNARD's remonſtrating, he found 
the people ripe for rudeneſs, and therefore 
paid the bill, which exhauſted the very 
dregs of his purſe They ſallied forth again, 
and in ten minutes were ſhewn into another 
receptacle, where Epwiy called away as 
before BERNARO whiſpered his compa- 
nion upon the impropriety of the meaſure, 
and told him the ſtate of his finances 
« Here's a pretty fellow,” roared 'Epwir, 
to come into an elegant houſe of this kind, 
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( 274 ) 

and call for mulled wine without a ſous in 
his pocket---There, ſaid he, putting ſix- 
pence upon the table, is my ſhare of the 
bill, and if he can't pay likewiſe, charge 
him with the watch.” To prevent which, 
BERNARD offered to charge them with bis 
wwatch---But the people at laſt took his 
word for ten ſhillings, and they ſet out once 
more with a firm and mutual promiſe of 
going immediately home---But the alarm 
of a watchman's rattle ſoon diſappointed 
BERNARD's hopes EDwin ſounded a 
parley with the nocturnal enemy, and again 
called a halt; arm in arm they reeled te- 
wards the place of action, to know the cauſe 
of  commotion---The inſtant Eowin ap- 
peared, the kings of darkneſs ſet up a great 
and general ſnout-— BERNARD would have 
made his eſcape, but did not find himſelf 
entirely maſter of his pedal appendages— 
Epwix began to play Dogberry, and was as 
rich and irreſiſtibly laughable (Braxazy 
aſſured me) as ever he remembered him. 


The arreſted culprit was an Iriſh old-cloaths 
man, and kept a ſhop of ſoms conſiderable 
| con- 
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conſequence---when we joined the caval- 
cade, he began to tell his ſtory Ah you 
parcel of thieves—let me tell the jonlman 
how it was.“ As for you, Mr. Seacoal,” inter- 
rupted EpwWIx, © if you have uſed this wor- 
thy gentleman ill, I will ſee you puniſhed” — 
«Oh by] I am glad I know your name, 
ſaid Par; to be ſure, Mr. Sacoal, you did not 


cut my face with that ill- looking ſwitch of a 


ſtaff—but that's neither here nor there, but as 


I was ſaying, ſir, after bothering all day be- 


hind the counter Oh you noiſy vagabonds 
—well fir, I went to my countrywoman 
yonder in that filthy paſſage—Oh may 
a ſweeter ſcent never come out of her 
pot on a Chriſtmas day—So ſays I my dar- 


ling—for we were both born (your honour). 


cloſe together, within a gun ſhot of Lock 
| Neagh, not two miles aſunder—Karry, 
honey ſays I—her name's Kare Dux xa- 
#00 your honour—KaTTy ſays I, have you 
any thing for the tooth—I ſhould like a 
warm poultice of broth, to draw the hun- 
gry humour off my ſtomach---ſa_ KArry 


laughed, and told me if I'd go up ſtairs, ſhe 


had a bargain for me, ſo I followed the cra- 
| T 2 ter 
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( 276) 
ter and when we got up!“ Huſh,” ſaid 


EbwIx, you muſt tell me that in private. 


Gentlemen, fait he to the ſons of night, 
I muſt have a moment's converſation alone 


with this diſturber of the pariſh peace, _ 


I leave my friend in pledge till my return ;” 
thus "ſaying, he took Pappy round the 
corner, and perſuaded him to take to his 


keels—In this interval, BRN ARD found 
that Kpwix was not only known, but be- 


loved by all theſe rattle carrying gentry 
more than ever StvTER was by the Chim- 
hey ſweepers—Upon Epwin returning 
alone - they aſked with much eagerneſs 
where the priſoner was? © He is gone home, 
ſaid Epwin, for his great coat—but come, 
marſhal the way to KaTTY Dunnanoo's, 
where Pappy is to meet us, and TIlfet this 


matter torights”—Theywereobliged to walk 


the next ſtage; as the chairmen, fatigued with 
their lumber, had given them the flip, and 
departed with their leathern palanguin— 
upon their arriving at the Iriſh 'amazon's 
Epwirx aſſumed, though inebriate, an infi- 
nite deal of gravity---he ordered an arm 


op — and wearing — wig in which he had 
played 


( Y Þ 


played Doctor Roſy, in Mr. Smexibax's 


farce of Saint Patrick's Day, KaTTy at firſt 
took him for one of the juſtices that the 
watchmen had brought to enquire into the 
nature of the riot Upon ſeeing him ſhe in- 
ſtantly left off ſwearing, though a greater 


adept in that ſcience than any other, and 


dropt a mild curtſey. Clark,” ſaid Ep- 
WI x to BERNARD turning his wig---< What 
ſays the ſtatute of Reformation made in the 
reign of old Lear, when night broils were 
by Somnus conſidered as treaſonous to re- 
poſe ?”---Here BERNARD mentioned a fine 
that each party were obliged to diſcharge in 
an hour after detection Epwix then took 
his M. S. part of Doctor Roſy from his poc- 
ket, and was proceeding to lay down the 
law, when unfortunately one of the frozen 
pimps of Luna called for a glaſs of juniper, 
and taking Mrs, Dux xvARHOO aſide, told her 
who ED WIN was- upon which ſhe ſlily took 
a ſmall pot of water, and walking demurely 
up to the great chair, diſcharged the con- 
contents full in Epwix's face: © there, Mr. 
Lawyer, ſaid ſhe, is a proper fee for you--and 
why you dirty Jack- pudding of a fellow do 

1 you 


* 
: 7 EE 
2 


= 


Tz Fe 


S 


= — * 5 * - 
A a Ta 
1 1 1 * ak 


"= -x* 


5 46S 
9 


4 


* 
S — 


>; 


ID. x > * —_ 
LES => . 
20 AE 
PT % A a 2 4 


e 


* 5 De 
4 - : $30 5 
wk gs in ep 


S N ENS ye n- 
. l "= 
G D bY G 4 


1 
2 | _— OW 
nn - : 
po 1 . 4 + "oli V 


2%. 
” 4” 


. 
6 


* 


3 


3 
1 SHE 


1 Y * «A / a 
"a C. a. 6 - — 4 7 Hott 1 


— 
* 
8 L . 2 4 = 
4 


—. 
bd 


2 
* 


2 


4 
* F 7 8 
2 


IT 


* 


8 
. 7 * 


— —— Nn 
Nan 


£ : 
: 2 in: 8 
2 * * . 


3 


22 


* 8 
2 * 


( 278 ) 
you come to game'an honeſt woman in her 
own houſe ?” ſhe was then proceeding to 
greater extremities of reſentment—But 
BERNARD interpoſed, and held her arms 
behind, while Epwin very quietly broke 
with a whanghee cane, all the jugs, bafons, 
bowls, and glaſſes that hung within his 
reach—This new injury ſo enraged the 
daughter of Ierne that ſhe ran to the end 
of the paſſage, and bawled ten thouſand 
murders ; upon which another gang of 
confederated patroles entered the room, 
but on ſeeing their common friend Epwix, 
ſhouted with mad ſatisfaction, like a 
parcel of Indians, at the eve of a vic- 
tory—The Lady of the manſion charged 
Edwin only, and he charged her and 
BERNARD, then away they ſet out together 
for the Watch Houſe, at three o'clock in 
the morning—but another pot-houſe pre- 
ſenting a gleam from a melancholy ruſh. 
light, it was agreed by all parties to go in 
there, and talk the buſineſs over—there 
the flip flew about—and 1n lefs than half an 
hour, Epwix and Katty kiſſed and were good 
friends—While the latter ſung a ſong to the 


tune 
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rune of Sheela na gig, BERNARD ſeized the 
opportunity of getting to the door and 
eſcaping- About fix o'clock, EDpwWwI x was 
brought home in triumph on the watch - 
mens ſhoulders. | _ 


At the commencement of the year 1779, 
Epwin and BRETT quitted the Theatre, 
and rambled as far as the Devizes, where 
they ſtaid a fortnight—During the progreſs 
of this lunatic frolic, they frequently went 
to the Bear, the principal Inn of the Town, 
and kept at that time by Mr. Lawrence, 
who was in the habit of amuſing his cuſ- 
tomers of every degree, by reciting ſelect 
paſſages from *M1LToN's Paradiſe Loft. On 

their return to Bath, BRETT read an apology 
from the ſtage to the audience—As it 
cmprized the language of repentance, the 
public were not obdurate, and the error 
was forgiven—When it was Epwin's turn 


* Though VII and MitLToN were both great 
men, neither of them were godlike men ; the mind that 
is ſufficiently ſervile to imitate, cannot be vigorouſly 
creative—l deſpiſe imitation even in the higheſt au- 
thorities Virgil was but the ape of HoukR, and Mirron 
the monkey of both. 
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to go on, he affeted to treat the affair with 


indifference, but was called to order by 


Major BRERETrON from the boxes, who 
inſiſted upon Epwin's exhibiting ſome ſign 
of contrition—this deſire becoming general, 
Epwix partly complied, but was ſecretly 
reſolved to quit the ſpot, where local re- 
ponſibility was fo irkſome and reductive.— 


It was about this Time that the dreadful 
- conteſt occurred between the two French 
Counts, Rice and Du Barry, who care 
to Bath, and took-a very Elegant Houſe, 
entirely for the purpoſe of Gaming—They 
had a very genteel Equipage, and lived 
in the Amity of Brothers, and the fatal 
Cataſtrophe of Du Barry did not aſtoniſh 
the world more, than the manner and hurry 
in which the whole affair was concluded— 
They had parted friends in the afternoon, 
and Du Bak Rx in the courſe of a few hours 
found out, or ſuſpected ſomething ſo much 
to his own diſſatisfation, and the real or 


apparent Villaiay of his aſſociate, that he 


called on Rice in a coach about midnight, 
accompanied by a Surgeon and a Second, 
and 
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and without coming to any explanation, forced 
Rice to attend him to the fatal ſpot upon 
finding all remonſtance vain, the latter 
equipped himſelf and prevailed on a gentle- 
man preſent to ſtep into the coach, as his 
friend, and ſee the matter properly arranged 
and conducted They endeavoured to get 
ſome explanation from Du Barry, but 
without effect Du Barry demeaned him- 
ſelf like a lunitic, and wanted to fight as 
they ſat together in the carriage, which of 
courſe was ſtrenuouſly oppoſed by the 
Seconds, They arrived on Clerken Down 
at three o'clock in the morning, and were 
obliged to ſeparate and walk about until 
there was light enough to diſtinguiſh one 
object from another—In the horrid interim, 
Du Barry {wore that one or the other 
ſhould be left without a ſoul, and being an 
excellent ſhot, made no doubt of annihi- 
lating Ricxe—After the firſt fire, it was 
agreed that both parties ſhould draw im- 
mediately.—They took their diſtance at 
about ſix paces, in the preſence of their 
Seconds, the Surgeons, Poſt Boys and 
ſome labourers, who. were accidentally 

going 
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going to their early toil—Dvu Barry dif. 
charged his piſtol firſt, and ſhot Rice in the 
hip—he fell, and Du Bazxr inſtantly drew his 
ſword and waspreparing to run him through, 
when Rice, as he reclined on his elbow, 
took aim and inſtantly ſhot Du Barry (who 
was ſtanding over him) through the heart. 
Thewounded Count leaped two or three 

feet from the ground, and fell dead without 
a groan. Du BaRxRxV had a poſt chaiſe and 
four waiting for him with what caſh he was 
in poſſeſſion of, and two ſets of diamond 
buttons he had purpoſely cut from his 
cloaths—R1ce immediately ſurrendered 
himſelf to juſtice—was tried at the enſuing 
Taunton aſſizes, and honourably acquitted. 
It is worth a remark, that the only liberty 
HxDERSON ever took with his author was 
in playing Falftaff, which he performed 
while Du Barry lay breathleſs on the 
Down; to inforce the impreſſion of that dif- 
mal circumſtance, he changed the day as 
thus, in ſpeaking of honour © who hath it? 


he imprudently ſaid, © the man that fell on 
Friday laſt.” | 


In 
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In the courſe of this ſeaſon; Eowin de- 
livered a Comic Lecture three times in the 
lower rooms of Bath, and twice at Win- 
cheſter and Southampton, 


In the ſummer of this year, while he was 
performing at the Hay Market, he received 
overtures from Mr. Harris, of Covent 
Garden Theatre—The terms offered at 
firſt, were four pounds per week ; but 


Epwin was reſolved on having ſeven 


pounds, and continuing inexorable, the 
manager complied, and the object ſolicited 
was engaged, 


The firſt ſcenic perſonage he repreſented 
at Covent Garden, was Touchſtone in SHAKE- 
SPEARE'S beautiful paſtoral of As you Like 
#-»-EDwin did what he could, but the 
effort was not entirely ſatisfactory- He 
played Midas on the ſame evening, and in 


that part recovered all the dignity he had 


forfeited in Touchſtone- The luminouſneſs of 
the Prince of Burlettas began to appear, and 


the public eye dazzled with radiance, before 


that period unknown, | 
45 : The 


*:x a) 


2 


% 


„2ST 


. RIES 
* 


9 


868882 
2 Va 


* 
"* = 


8 
iir 


a=” 
445 


TY 
I ; 


1 

I N * 
be 1 
7 * 
- 5s 


— — ex: 
1 


— IX. 
13 nn bo 


6263 


= EE bach 


1 
* 
* 
11 
v 
" K. 
** 


N ned ow 


A" 
1 


% 4 4 * 


re 
"I. 


5 


I 8 


22 
2 


— 

2 
2 * 
= 4 — 


og A 


1 


— 
„ 


WS" 


* N 


* * 7 S 
e. 
EY 
% + — — 4 * * * 


1 


"ay 


— 
Theo 6 
"= * 


(284) 

The leading deſign of Mr. Hanes in 
engaging. Epwin, was to do the part of 
Punch in D1sviN's pantomine of Harlequin 
Every Where---a part to which the compoſer 
knew no other individual competent !---His 
vaſt comic powers were firſt generally ac- 
knowledged in Mafter Stephen in Every Man 
in his Humour From his fine acting on 
th:t night, every thing great was preſaged 
by thoſe whoſe judgment warranted the en- 
comiums of Renown, 


At the concluſion of that ſeaſon, he made 
a new engagement with the manager, and 
was fixed for three years at eight pounds 
per week*---At the expiration of that term 


Our moſt eminent performers have originally had 
finall ſalaries—LEE Lewes went to Covent Garden 
Theatre in 1776, and had 3os. a week, as Second Harle- 
quin to WoopwaRp—Quvick went to the ſame Theatre 
in 1767—they were both many years in the houſe with- 
out opening their mouths—LeE Lewes roſe to 12. a 
week, when he left the Theatre five years ago, and 

Qvicx has now 12 guineas—both theſe Comedians raiſed 


their fame in the Comedy of She Stoops to Conguer—LEE 


' LewEs's Salary at that period was 3/.---At the end of 
the ſeaſon he made application to Mr. Col uAx for an 
ancreaſe of Salary, and aſked him for 5/, a week Cor - 
MAN archly replied, Mr. Lewes, you are a very good 
Jumper, but you ſhall not jump quite ſo high in my 
"Theatre, I aſſure you ! 


It 


fi o- 


_ 
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. 
it was increaſed to twelve, and thus it con- 
tinued until he was finally called from * 
great Theatre of exiſtence. | 


While ſuavity of manner has a charm--- 
while the accompliſhment of honorable duty 
is recommendatory, ſhall Eowin and his 
merits be remembered with regret---there 
are not wanting thoſe, who, arguing from 
malipnity and envy, would infer, that his 
wild graces ought not to have been en- 
couraged but ſuch wilfully ſeparate the 
cauſe and conſequence When diminutive 
errors are productive of good effects, the 
error ſhould be noted with charity ED w-ẽ Ĩ 
created a manner which our beſt actors 
eagerly imitate, and happy are they who 
can catch any portion of his excellence, and 
caſt away the alloy of habit—ke laid the 
foundation of a new /chool—- ; 


From evil habits, good effects are not 
unfrequently deducible—lIt was to the pro- 
digalities of the Tenth Leo that we are now 
obliged for the ſublime excellence of Italian 
Muſfic.---When he wore the papal Tiara, 
he protected PALESTINA,---PALESTINA Was 

then 
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„ 
then in Muſic what RarHaA xl. was in Painting 
the founder of a School of Truth—It was 
Leo's peculiar glory that he had an oppor- 
tunity of foſtering both. Genius then began 


to blaze among the Ultramontane States 


The Houſes of Mepici and MonTEeFELTRO 
caught the liberality of the Holy Father, 
and gave origin to a conſequence for which 
the Creation is in debt---SCARLETTI, 
CokkILII, GEMINLIANI, and MARTINI. 


One of the greateſt weakneſſes in Epwix's 
portrait was, an inordinate deſire to be 
thought a man of gallantry, and this diſpo- 
fition was ſo apparent, that his brother ac- 
tors jometimes created a jeſt at his expence 
—One of them having heard that a Miſs 
PrxELO ER HiccInBOTHAM, who lived in 
Bloomſbury, poſſeſſed of a ſmall fortune, 
was a woman of uncommon repulſion in 
her manners, and had a moſt inſuperable 
hatred to every thing maſculine, contrived 
to write a letter to Epwix in her name, 
ſignifying that ſhe was enamoured of his 
perſon, and requeſted an immediate inter- 


view at her houſe, at & particular hour in 
the 
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the evening The bait took, and Epwin 
evinced by nods, winks and ſmiles to his 
companions in the Green Room, that he 
had an affair on foot, which would awaken 
envy in the boſom of the eighth HARRV, 
the fineſt woman in the world, and all that, 
while they enjoyed his miſtaken vanity in 
ſecret Every one being acquainted with the 
contents of the letter, offered to engage 
him to dinner, or on ſome little party of 
pleaſure; but Ebwix was deaf to their en- 
treaties—The love ſmitten ſhepherd was 
pregnant with the coming tranſport—In 
his mind's eye, he beheld that ravager Time, 
with a ſcanty lock upon his wrinkled fore- 
head limping with lazy ſtep his preſcribed 
Journey towards eternity At length the ho- 
rizon became ſombrous — The fierce eagle 
ſought his dormitory in the cloud capt 
rock, and the verdant hills receded from 
the aching viſion—Now, exclaimed the ad- 
venturing knight— 


„The moon forlorn forſakes her watery cave, 

And lifts her lovely head above the wave; 
The maſt's tall ſhadow trembles o'er the deep, 
The peaceful winds an holy filence keep: 
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The watchwan's carol echo'd from the prowe, 
Alone, at times, awakes the ſtill repoſe,” * 


His imagination was full of the beauties 
of the incognita, and oft he looked at his 


watch before the hour accorded with his 


wiſhes—At length it did, when the expect- 
ant youth gaily capariſoned leapt into a 
coach, and ordered the charioteer to drive 


him to the vicinity of his angel's reſidence. 


When he made his enquiries, he was not 


a little amazed to hear that the lady was 


When Mr. Miexrr went to Liſbon for the purpoſe 
of tranſlating the favourite poet of Luſitania, the Portu- 
gueſe received him with every mark of reſpe& ; but when 
they diſcovered that he could not maintain a colloquy ir 
the language, their politeneſs fickened into contempt, 
until fome Engliſh reſidents of character, who had read a 
part of his M. S. with approbation, aſſured them that it 
was very poſſible for a man to tranſlate a language faith - 
fully, who could not reduce it with aptitude to the com · 
mon concerns of life; as has frequently been the caſe with 
the tranſlators of the claſſics But after the tranſlation of 
the Lufiad had made its appearance, he accompanied 
ComMoDORE Jonxs rox to the Portugueſe capital, and 
was received, even by the Royal Family, with attentions 

borderipg upon national gratitude, 


ai 
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diſtinguiſhed by the coarſe appellation of 


Jack Hicc1ncBoTHAM—But this did not 


retard his deſires He walked boldly up to 


the door, and knocked with the confidence 
of ſucceſs—The gentle lady was a unique 
in nature—She eſchewed laſciviouſneſs, and 


looked at the male gender with as much 


antipathy as a Goth beheld the inſtruments 
of Taſte—Her juices were ſo much ſaured, 
that the ſun-beam could not heighten their 
acidity—She thought man a monſter, and 
procreation a curſe When he was uſhered 


into the parlour, he found his divine charm- 


er to be on the wrong ſide of ſixty—Some- 
what leſs than an elephant, and arrayed in 
a flowered ſattin, which had probably been 
manufactured in the days of Elizabeth 


The capacity of her mouth was only limited 


by her ears; and ſhe held a diminutive white 
ſpaniel in her lap, which ever and anon, 
ſhe kiſſed with ardour ; though each em- 
brace threatened the abſorption of the ani- 
mal, and ſeemed like the ſalute of love 
from a conger eel to a cockle—Her hands 
were of the colour of olives, except the 
extreme muſcles of her fore-finger and 

Vol. I. KF. thumb, 


| (390 58 
thumb, which were tinted with the deepeſt 
dyes of mahogany—This portion of het 
perſonal beauty was artificial, and acquired 
by the frequent uſe ſhe made of thoſe ready 
agents to convey loads of rappee to her aqui- 
line proboſcis When he had unfolded the 
nature of his viſit, ſhe eyed the comedian 
with a fort of hungry fury; and looked 
as pleaſant as the Cumean Sybil, when Fu- 
turity depicted the Mefſiah—Her vocal 
tones were horridly preternatural, and 
ſounded like the grating of a door or the 
eaſt wind in a cranny—Ringing the bell 
ſhe ſummoned two antient Abigails to 
her aid, almoſt as lovely in perſon as 
herſelf—But the fortitude of the minſtrel 
forſook him, when he ſaw her ſeize the po- 


* ker and whiſper her deſires . He inſtinctive- 


ty turned towards the door, which for- 
tunately was left open, and fearing a ſecond 
edition of the Thracian cataſtrophe, ran or 
rather tumbled into the ſtreet with the cele- 
ity of a greyhound, and never ſtopped to 
look behind him until he got to the ſteps of 
Saint George's church, where he ſat himſelf 
_ 1 down 


„ 
down---took off his hat, and fanned his 
alarmed pulſes into a ſtate of temperature. 


The embarraſſments of ridicule, are em- 
barraſſments not caſily ſubdued * —the 


Some years ago, when Mr. FVI KE GREVILLE was 
paying his addreſſes to Miss MAacarTwer, and Mr. 
WELBORE ELL1s to Miſs STANHOPE, it was agreed by 
all the parties, who then lived in habits of confidence, to 
take an airing in Saint James's park-- when they had ſeated 
themſelves upon a bench in the mall, a little woman, 
evidently intoxicated, reeled towards the polite aſſem- 
blage, and inſiſted upon kifing Mr. ELL1s---this circum» 
ſtance at firſt only tended to create mirth in all except 
Mr. ELL1s himſelf, who being, though young, of a ſa- 
turnine diſpoſition, he repelled the woman's freedom 
with marks of haughty difguſt—however, ſhe was not to 
be diverted from her purpoſe ſo readily, but purſued her 
odd requeſt, until ageneral embarraſſment was the conſe- 
quence—At length a luſty elderly man appeared who 
knew the woman, when Mr. ELL1s intreated him for the 
love of God, to take the creature away—But the inebri- 
ate female perſiſting in her ſtrange determination, the old 
man exclaimed with much ſang froid, © Why loid help 
you Mrs. JownEs, you are ſurcly mad, you can't —— the 
gentleman, indeed the gentleman if he pleaſes may — 
you this ſpeech clenched the whole affair—it was too 
much for the tolerance of common delicacy, and the 
Ladies and Gentlemen inſtantly ſcudded through the 
ſtable yard, outwardly chagrined, and inwardly diver- 
ted! | 
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comic iſſue of this adventure, was ſoon eir- 
culated in the green room, and Epwin was 
not a little mortified to diſcover, that the 
whole affair had been dramatiſed before the 
regular performance ! 


While Epwin was at breakfaſt, in the 
ſecond year of his reſidence in London, the 
followingmelancholyadventure occured--He 
was accoſted in a very extraordinary man- 
ner by a young Woman of much perſonal 
beauty, but in apparent diſtreſs—The ſpirit 
of the requeſt was involved in a wiſh, 
through his ſuppoſed intereſt to get an en- 
gagement at Covent Garden Theatre—At- 


ter exculing himſelf on the ſcore of inability, 


the fair ſupplicant told her tale—She had 
been ſeduced by ſome miſcreant, under a 


promiſe. of marriage—when ſhe proved 


pregnant, her father caſt her on the world, 


and the author of her miſery forſook her 
To elude the laſt extremes of hunger, ſhe 


Joined a ſtrolling company of players, and 
made her firſt appearance in DEsDbEMOπ 


in a ſmall town in Merionethſpire But her 


memory 
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memory too frequently delineating that pin- 
nacle of bliſsful innocence from which ſhe had 
ſo recently fallen the weight of her forrows 
bruiſed her underſtanding—and the conſe- 
quence was, a diſcharge upon the ſcore of 
incapacity, 


Before the ſtricken wanderer took her 
leave, ſhe world diſplay her dramatic powers 
— The Theſpian mania is a lunacy of all 
others the moſt incurable—The following 
ſublime effuſion of the peerleſs daughter of 
Brabantio was her choice: 


* My mother had a maid call'd BARBARA: 
She was in love, and he ſhe lov'd prov'd mad, 
And did forlake her. She had ſong of willow ; 
An old thing it was, but it expretſed her fortune, 
And ſhe died ſinging it. That fong to-night 
Will not go from my mind: I have noo, 
E'en to go hang my head all at one fide, 
And fing it like poor Dannana.“ 
— ® «- 
When ſhe had finiſhed, her auditor was 
in tears. He gave her ſuch a trifle as his 
circumſtances warranted conducted her 


Eg: with 
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with the utmoſt tenderneſs to the door, and 
the affair md 6 


It is a | point well worth inveſtigation, to 
inquire whether exquiſite ſenſibility is not 
fraught with more pain than pleafure—The 
energies of ſenſe are too often afflictive. 


The following letter was written by an un- 
happy I.ady of my acquaintance a few years 
ſince to her friend at Bath 


Dear Emily, 


| The yarious emotions which agitated my diſtrated 
fon, have ſubſided, and I am now calm.—] am alone, 
and in no danger of interruption; the infignificants that 
fluttered round me are fled, and their departure gives m 


no ungglingſs. 
4 ”, 


I am at leifure to confider what I have been, and what 
I am; admired, applauded, courted ;—avoided, deſ- 
piſed, pitied. However, when I take a view of my own 
heart, the proſpect is leſs gloomy.—T have been incauti- 
ous, but not abandoned; indiſcrect, but not vicious; 
faulty, but not * 


If female virtue conſiſts, as I have ſometimes been told 
in female reputation, my virtue is indeed gone; but if, 
2386 
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at my ſoberer reaſon teaches, virtue be independent on 
human opinion, I feel myſelf its ardent votary, and my 
heart is pregnant with its nobleſt principles. The chil- 
dren of ignorance cannot, and the children of malevolence 
will not; comprehend this; but T court not their approba- 
tion, or fear their vehemence, 


My ſoul, it muſt be owned, wasformed of ſenſibility g 
formed for all the luxury of the melting paſſions ; but 
it is equally true, that the ſevereſt delicacy was ever an 
aſſociate of my mind.—The groves of . can 
witneſs, that whenever the loves preſided at the glorious 
banquet, the graces were not abſent ;—that in the very 
delirium of pleaſure, the extacy was chaſtened, and the 
tranſport was reſtrained—My underſtanding was never 
made procurer to my tender wiſhes ; nor. did I ever call 
in the wretched aids of a ſceptical and impious philoſophy 
to countenance my unhappy fall. Though nature was my 
goddeſs, and my lawgiver, I never dreamt of appealing 
from the deciſions of poſitive inſtitutions.---My principles 
were uncorrupted, whilſt my heart was warm; and if I 


fell a woman, I fell like Cf in decent 
dignity. 


The deſpoiler of my nuptial honor is a man, too lovely 
for re ſiſtance- his perſon is auguſt and his language per- 
ſuaſive he breathes delight and he communicates rapture 
hen he knelt at my feet, I thought the aſhes of Ado- 
nis were reimbodied, and the queen of Cyprus forſaken 


6 Then he would a Gods how he would 
talk!“ 


But of this enough -I am well aware, the world is not 
my friend nor the world's law.-I neither expect nor deſire 
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The following deſcriptive ſevere lines 
were found among Epwin's papers after 
his deceaſe While he was living, he never 
would ſuffer them to be publiſhed; they 


originated thus.— 


A 


r . r 


its ſolicitudes; it is by nature uncharitable, and was never 
known to forgive offences of this complexion. My own ſex, 
in particular, are ine xorable; for never did female kindneſs 
ſhed a tear of genuine commiſeration on misfortunes ſo 
intolerable, ſo accumulated as mine.---The inſolent fami- 
harity of ſome, and the cautious reſerve of others; the 
affected concern, the ſelf-approving condolence, have ſuf. 
ficiently taught me what is to be expected from the amity 
of woman.---But I have no anxicty on this account. The. 
- remainder of my days I have reſigned to ſolitude z and if 
Heaven will hear my moſt ardent prayer,---if my preſa- 
ging heart, and declining ſtrength deceive me not, that 
remainder will not be long; kindred angels ſhall then re- 
ceive me into their happieſt choirs, though my. tod diſcreet 
liſters in this motley carefraught planet, avoid my company 
as contagious. In the mean time, never ſhallthe returning 
fun gild the roof of my habitation, but I will iſſue a figh of 
deep repentance to the memory of that fatal indiſcret ion 
which robbed me of my temporal peace, and gave an in- 
nocent and honorable family to the embraces of ſublime 
miſcry ; and when. the hour of my delivery comes, if an 
hoary and offended parent will but take me to his arms, 
and pronounce my vices forgiven, my heart ſhall again be 
ſenſible of comfort, and roſeate joy once more illumiae 
the faded eyes of your deplorable and loſt. 
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Mr. Pirox having had ſome unfriendly 
words with Mr. Harrrs, they had not 
ſpoke together for ſome time Mr. Har rrs 
called Mr. LEE Lewes on one fide behind 
the ſcenes, and with that liberality wkich 
has ever diſtinguiſhed his character, ſaid— 
« LEWEs, what is become of poor 
' Pitox ?—he is in the King's Bench, 
Sir—Poor fellow, tell him if 3o or 49 
pounds will be of any ſervice to him, he 
may draw upon me for it, and further, that 
] have totally forgot the little diſpute we 
had, and deſite him to apply himſelf to his 
pen, and my Theatre 1s always open ta 
him”—Ltzzs Lwes, who was the ſtaunch 
friend of Pix ox, took an opportunity one 
evening in the Green-room, (Mr. D— 


happening to be preſent,) to ſay he was 


happy to find that Covent Garden Theatre 
was likely to have ſomething contributory 
from Pilox very ſoon. And that Mr. 
HarR1s and he had made up all dif- 
erences--when Mr. D- with great ſignificant 
conſequence, replied “ Mr. LEwEVS, if your 
head never aches until you ſee a piece of 
Mr. Piton's performed at this houſe, it 
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will be very well for you, I can aſſure you”. 


The Green-room was ſull, and among them 


Epwixn—who that night ſupped with. 
PiLox, and told him how LEE Lewzs had 
been defending him againſt the ſeverity of 
Mr. D—. *PiLox in a rage called for pen 
and ink, and wrote the following effuſſion, 

and 


* When I was in Paris in June 1787, I was pleaſantly 
furpriſed by a viſit from Mr, P1Lox—an invitation to dine 
with him at the Hose! D'Yorke, was the conſequence 
On the day appointed, I ate at my friend's table, in 
company with Couxr BassELL1, Docrox Mac- 
DONNEL, CoLONEL DILLON, Ca PT INR GULSTON, Mr. 
St. Joux, and himfelf—As the Burgundy circulated 
pretty briſkly, Pio ſoon exhihited ſigns of being under 
the ſovereignty of the purplegod, and ſoon after was con- 
veged by his walet to bed — The Cour, CarPTary 
Gurs ron and myſelf, went to the Fcaujalois, where the 
Venetian peer invited two elegantly dreſſed nymphs to ſup 
with him at the Hetel—On our return, the girls were 
introduced into PrLO xs bed chamber, who treated them 
with every mark of diſguſt, for it ſhould be known, that 
the dramatiſt had a ſtrange idea of the French ladies; at 
length I recolleted how Mr. CAmPBELL of Balagne had 
pleaſed PrLon, by declaring that his features were fimilar 
to VoLFAIRE's, and inſtructed the girls accordingly, and 
to do them juſtice, they played their parts admirably— 
each holding a candle, they drew back the curtains of his 
bed, and exclaimed to the company preſent— 4h mon dieu, 


vor Monſieur VOLTAiRE=--ſor nen- ſes yeux===fon 


"benche-»- fon viſage —inebriate as he was, this incenſe bad 
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and ſwore it ſhould be inſerted the next 
day in ſome of the papers—Epwin im- 
mediately ſnatched it up, put it in his 
pocket, and convinced him of the impru- 
dence of making Mr. D—his enemy, when 
he was reconciled again to Mr, Harris. 


D— —or D— the Rabbins ſay, 
May be pronounced in either way,. 
Was a fat Critic, lean of Wit, 

As eier put poet on the Spit, 

All d—d the fool while he had breath, 
God d- d him alfo after Death 

For had his Saviour deigned to write, 
He'd Judge with cruel HeroD's ſpite, 
Enjoy his meck Redeemer's pain, 
And nail him on the croſs again 


* 


How far the gentleman alluded to de- 
ſerved this intemperate reſentment, I will not 
determine Perhaps the antipathy was not 
warranted by the circumſtances. 


It 
the deſired eſſect At the firſt recognition, his ſavage 
prejudices againſt the girls forſook his eyes At the 
ſecond they brightened into ſymptoms of ſatisfaction- 
at the third, gliſtened with delight, and at the fourth 
ſeemed fired with rapture---At this period his diſcretion 
left him, for ſeizing one of the candles, he leapt out of 

bed, and ſtalked up and down his own chamber in his 
ſhirt, with the dignity of a German general!.-- When he 

- ceaſed to parade, we dreſſed him gave him ſome gob - 
lets of Champagne, and he ſtrutted out of the Hotel, 
K flauked 
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It was the great VERuLamM's idea that 
man could almoſt regulate the elements! 
then why not regulate himſelf:— 


That we are created with the innate pow- 

er of being happy at will, I am confident, 
andi it is in a general ſenſe, pride and not 
neceſſity makes us infelicitous — Epwin 
went from the rehearſal a few years ſince, 
with the maſt uncomfortable ſenſations — 


The futile cauſe was, having a dramatic 


part aſſigned him, which he imagined not 
preciſely proportioned to his ability—go- 
ing through Round Court near the Strand, 
gnaſhing his teeth and biting his nails, his 
perturbation was ſuſpended by this event. 


RESIGNATION, 


« Green and pretty bow-pots, two a pen- 
ay—Come buy my bow-pots, ye pretty 
ganked by the Ladies, with Gvur.srox's regimental hat 
on, while I walked before with a brace of loaded piſtole, 
to protect the girls from the violence of GulLLADEAu, 
the hoſt, who bad a diſpoſition fo ruffian-like, that he 
would have ſet a large maſtiff at the affrighted ladies, if I 
bad not threatened to blow his brains out—in this ſtate we 
all ſour got into # facre, and ſpent the remainder of the 
nicht in the Palais ral. 

maids : 
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_ - maids; ah, God Almighty bleG your ho- 
nor, will you buy a bow-pot for your win- 
dow—made of the hazel tree, with the nuts 

2, placed in order, ſome lillies of the valley 

wild roſemary, anda few violets—” Sung or 
rather whiſtled a poor old woman, who of 
fered him the rural Bouquet, with a look 
fraught with ſo much wiſtfulneſs, that Evwin 
could not refrain from aſking her a few 
queſtions— 


How old are you, my poor woman? 

Ei ghty-five, your honor, next Martlemas 
Where do you live? 

At Finchley, replied the woman, 
What is your name? 7 


Axx LAWTON, an pleaſe your honor. 


And did you walk from F —_— to-day? 
interrogated EDwix. 
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—Yes indeed, Sir, and hope with God's 
bleſſing to ſleep there this night. 


How much ſhall you make, if you ſell 
all your bow-pots ? 


Seven- pence halfpenny, Sir. 


And when you have diſpoſed of them, 
you will return contented to your cottage? 


Yes indeed, I ſhall— 


Oh, Heavens! exclaimed Epwix, and 
mall we preſume to murmur at the diſpen- 


ſations of Providence, when this calamitous 
creature bending under the infirmities of age 


and the preſſure of poverty, can be thank- 
ful to her Creator for advantages, that com- 


paratively is miſery in the extreme Do 


you enjoy a good ſtate of health ? 


J never was ſick but twice in my life, your 
honor, once on the death of my poor Billy 


Hand another time, when my huſband lay 
ill 


wb a © 


( 303 ) 
ill of an ague for nine weeks almoſt without 
food. | 


Did ke ſurvive the Illneſs ? 


Ah! no, my ſweet gentlemen, ſaid the 
hoof- worn doe with her eyes full of tears 
it was in the winter of the hard froſt, and he 
could not bear up againſt the blight—he 
died---and the ſtroke would certainly have 
broke my heart with grief, if it had not 
pleaſed God that it ſhould be otherwiſe. 


And did no one contribute to your re- 
lief? ſaid the repentant comedian. 


Oh yes, a good lady in our neighbour- 
hood ſent us ſix-pence and ſome raſberry 
wine; but alas, it came too late—But it 
was the will of heaven it ſhould be ſo, and 
it is our duty you know to bear the afflic- 
tions of God with patience—Willyour ho- 
nor pleaſe to buy a bow-vot ? 


No ; 
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No; keep your bow-pots for better cuf- 
tomers ; but here is a ſhilling for you. 


A ſhilling, your honor ! cried the other, 
but lack-a-day, I am ſo poor, I have no 
change ! I want no change, ſaid Epwin— 
you have given me a leſſon of philoſophy, 
that has done me more real ſervice than all 
the ſophiſtry of SyHarresBuRy—The black 
ethics of a Hums, or the levities of Vor- 
TAIRE—T he practice of Chriſtianity muſt be 
the foundation of happineſs—and whoever 

_ diſputes its pre-eminence over every other 
 fyſtem of morality, is not only an enemy to 
himſelf, but a foe to the general intereſts of 
human Kind*, 


Fo be great is to be reſpeted—but to be good is to 
be adored—I had the honor, when in Ireland, of being 
acquainted with Dean CHAMPAGNE, I ſay honor, be- 
cauſe the tenor of his being is, what every eccleſiaſtic's 
ſhould be, exemplary! The DrAx, early in life married 
a Miſs Ha MMO D, a moſt amiable lady who brought him 
twelve children! and though related to ſome of the firſt 
families in that kingdom, his income was not ſo unbound- 
ed as the worthy part of ſociety wiſhed—However, the 
Dax ee up his numerous offspring with placid 

dignity, 


) 

The time had now arrived, when tlie 
horn ef plenty was laid at -Epwin's feet 
He took from her cornucopia all chat caprice 
could ſuggeſt, or taſte enjoy When he 
became independent, he became inactive; 
and the variety of his pur ſuits were narrowed 
by a life of eaſe Month ſucdeeded month, 
and no event happened which could awaken 
curioſity - Affixed by fame in the chair of 
independence, he reclined unrnindful of tlie 
tumult of a buſy world He who ceaſes to 
be neceſſitous, generally ceaſes to be a wan- 
Weng — WIN” was Erle vor bleſt 
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dignity, and the ſons were proverbially brave, and the 
daughters vittuous The beauty-ancaceompliſhments: .of 
the ladies begot envy, In their ſex, angh hat, k begets envy 
thus circumſtanced, naturally, awakens admiration i in the 
men—In due time, the fix ladies were moſt advantage- 
oully married The eldeſt to Car TAN BAUIEY now 
EARL of /UxBaIDGE, the ſecond, to Mr. STEEXZT of 
1 the King's County, the third, to Sir CHARLES 
| Drsconur, the fourth, to a rich young pluraliſt, i in the 
county of Down, the fifth, to Mr. Burrows, of Kil- 
dare, and the ſixth, to Major Vigxoxks, and I be- 
lieve the God of marriage never looks ſo triumphant ag 
when he reviews the lovely progeny of DEAN CHAN 
PAGNE—IFf a partial beam is ined from heaven to gladden 


us in this frail ſtate, it muſt Be deputed to. brighten ſuch 


mund. 
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Uplifted by the acclaim of unpurchaſed 
criticiſm, he ate his mutton---ſlept ſoundly, 
and thanked the Gods. 


In the ſpring of 1788, when I had re- 
turned to my chambers early in the day 
from Kew, I was not a little ſurpriſed to 
underſtand that Eowin had been there, 
and left a note for me On opening the 
billet, I found it contained an importunate 
requeſt that I would come to him at the 


Piazza immediately On my arrival I found 


him walking about the room, and palpably 


agitated I enquired the reaſon, and by way 


of reply, he gave me a letter unſealed, 
which I perceived to be a challenge and 
directed to Mr. of Covent Garden 
theatre —In the eclairciſſement, I was in- 
formed that he had been violently inſulted 
the evening before, by the gentleman in 


queſtion, and was determined to be inſtantly 
ſatisfied—As I was never very fond of 
fighting duels myſelf, I endeavoured to 
perſuade my friend from his ſanguinary 


- purpoſes, but every remonſtrance was in 
vain—his intents were ſavage and inexora- 


ble, 


49 
ble, and I gave up the point To prevent 
this aukward buſineſs from falling into the 


hands of a perſon, who might have leſs 


reſpect for Mr. than myſelf, I con- 
ſented to deliver the letter The challenge 
was accepted with proper ſpirit, and the 
time and place to be adjuſted by Mr. LAu- 
RENCE KENNEDY, (the ſecond to Mr. ) 
and myſelf—In the ſecond fage of this ad- 
venture, I exerciſed a little white-roguery, 
and made Epwin accompany me to a 
gun-maker's in the Strand—fit the bullets 
himſelf, and purchaſe the powder, that 1 
might inveſtigate the operations of his mind 
upon his viſage, . 


, Edwin deported himſelf very properly, 
and the meeting in his idea was to take place 
that evening near Chalk-Farm, in the vici- 
nity of Highgate ; I ſay in his idea, becauſe 
Mr. Kennepy and I had both reſolved, 
that it ſhould not This reſolution was not 
matured in conſequence of a ſuſpicion, that 
either of the combatants wanted reſolution, 
but in conſideration of their families, which 
were young and numerous on both ſides— 
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 T-appointed Edwin to meet me under 
the Piazza dt four o'clock,” and to wait thefe 
until 1 Thevld give him a ſignal from 4 
coach he punctually attended, and I gt 
Nily into a hatter's hop the corher of James 
Street, to obſerve his nations from behind 
a breaſt-wertk of undreſſed beavers at the 
corner of the window — Mr. Ktxntby 
and J having pfeviodſly concerted our 
meaſures, I kept por Ebwix in a 
Nate of Jeoparily for half an hour, duking 
which ſerious period, he manifeſted urmitie, 
but ill at eaſe He would look at his watch 
compare it with the church clock in Co- 
vent Garden -put it to his ar---reft” his 
chin in his right hand---ftretch out his 
arm as if in the act of Ss 
refleft, mes then or niet; me 


EE nc 56 dis dong 3 

I diſcovered a ſimilarity; to his odd move- 
ments in Sir Hun Evans---When the 
half hour had nearly arrived, his ſyſtem was 
ſo heated by the colliſion of ſtrong paſſions, 
that he forgot the gedgraphy of the Arcade 
His wandering feet carried him irregular- 
FS: 8 ly 


6390 


iy to the left, where, he made an inconſi- 


derable faux pas---walked over an antique 
apple woman, who was in the act of taking 
a pinch of the powder of mundungus, and 
fell headlong into an empty hamper, which 
had ten minutes before been eaſed of twelve 
dozen of claret for Malrax's Pian Eurer 
ſynes! 


E bwin thought with vs Kaluzs, 
chat ſelf· preſervation. is a matter of too great 
importance to be left entirely to the conduct 
of reaſon Fear provides for ſell· preſerva- 
tion by fly ing from harm: Anger, by re- 
pelling it---He had read in Plutarch, that 
Braſidas being bit by a mouſe he had 
caught, let ic flip from his fingers with this 
remark, “No creature is fo contemptible, 
but it may provide for its own ſafety, if ir 
have courage.” CHI 

I gave Eowiy the cxe from a coach door 
-——he jumped in, and we proceeded. to 
Slaughter's coffee-houſe, in Saint Martin's 
"Tae: where, Mr. Kenxeby and I hit upon 


an expedient to heal the wounds of honar--- 


22141 


without the effuſion of dramatic e . 
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The parties drank ſome Madcira---ſhook 
hands, and he affair concluded ! 


As to be famous is the prime movement 
of our nature, we ſhould not marvel, that 
the pre-eminent Epwin felt emotions in his 
boſom, nearly allied to arrogance---more 
poliſhed animals participate the glowing 
weakneſs—it is unequivocally apparent in 
the elegant attainments of a Dames, the 
bright pages of a MonTacvur*---The ſlip- 
ſhod pleaſantries of a Cougxrxkv, and the 
ſolemn fopperies of Hon Ac W aALPoLE--- 
that Epwix was ardently careſt ſhould not 
ſurpriſe, as whatever contributes to human 


pleaſure or human vanity, muſt be dear to 
. eſtimation, 


* While Mr. Prox lay on his death bed at Lambeth, 
Mr. LEE Lewes, at his deſire went to Mrs. MoxnTAGUuE, 
to whom he had dedicated his comedy of He Would be a 
Soldier, the day before he died Mrs. MoxTAaGUE gave 
Mr. LEE Lewes five guineas for Mr. PiLow's uſe, and 
generouſly defired that when Mr. Pirox wanted further 
aſſiſtance he would ſend to her“ I am diſpleaſed,“ faid 
the, when any one dedicates a work to me without my 


permiſſion but he is a man of genius, and I forgive him.” 


When 


n 


R 

When Mr. Harris conſented that his 
ſalary ſhould be augmented to twelve pounds 
per week, he imagined that the meaſure of 
his ambition would be ſpeedily filled— 
The zealous barriſter, who exchanges the 
rough bombazeen, for the filken toga of 
precedence, could not be more certain of a 
place on the judgment ſeat than Enwin, of 
acquiring the ineſtimable wreath of popular 
glory. 


In the ſummer of 1783, Eb wix, 
CHARLES BAN NISTER, and WILSON, were 
invited to ſup at the Thatched Houſe, in 
Saint James's Street, with the Earl of 
HaRRINCGTON, ColoN EL NoR TH, Major 
Nokrh, Major Pips, EDMunD Phiprs, 
&c. and after paſſing a jocund night dedicated 
much mirth, and ſome miſchief, EDbwix 
ſoddenly quitted the company, and was 
found ſome time after, trying on ſome 
Callico ſhirts, at a Shirt Warehouſe in 
Pall Mall, the maſter of which he deſired 
might be called out of bed, and perſuaded 
him that he was Captain of a ſhip, in the 
Eaſt India Company's ſervice ! 
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It was his uſual method, every morning 
before breakfaſt, to exerciſe himſelf by 
ſwinging two pieces of lead, about four 
pounds weight each, backward and for- 
ward to open his cheſt, and expand the 
pectoral muſclesAſter this, he waſhed his 
head in a pail of ſpring water “ate his 
breakfaſt, and then ſtudied the part he was 
to enact at night. 

The 


* Twice every year DocTor Jouxsox viſited Uni- 
verſity College, Pembroke College, and Mr. HERBERT 
Crorrs—His invariable cuſtom was to waſh his head 
every morning under the pump—He drank tea inor- 
dinately ; Mrs. DiTCHER, (daughter of the celebrated 
Ric#aRDsON, who wrote Clarijſa Harlowe) has made 
eleven diſhes of tea for him at one time—Sir WIL LIAU 
Jones, CounsSELLOR PLoMER, Mr. SAMUEL, and ſome 
other gentlemen breakfaſted with him, at Mr. FisHER's, 
Tutor of Univerſity College, where he drank out all the 
water from the kettle, and amuſed himſelf with reading 
a-Fiuclid, inſtead of joining in the converſation, to the 
great mortification of the young gentlemen who had 
aſſembled— He was particulary attached to the late Mr. 
Hzx DER SON, of Pembroke College, whoſe eccentricities 
were ib often manifeſted, and who was conſidered as the 
firſt logician at Oxford HERBERT Ckot rs furniſhed the 
Life of YouxG, for Johxsox's Poets—Perhaps uo man 
ever injured the cauſe of verity more than Dr. Jouxsox, 
by writing the lives of the Buitiſh poets—Serioully afiixing 

| the 
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The moſt attic and luxuriant hours I ever 
knew, were paſſed at EDwIx's table in the 
year 1788, in company with him, Mr. 
PLATT, Mr. HzwIRDI XE, Mr. Epwix, 
Jun. Mr. MiLLs, Mr, MarxLows, and Mr. 
_ Uprtoy. 


Epwrrx performed Jemmy Jumps for LEE 
Lewss's benefit at Canterbury, the Satur- 
day before Paſhion week—in 1790, his 
name had oh an effect there, that at three 
o'clock, all the avenues to the Theatre 
were completely ſtopped up, carriages could 
not_approach the doors, and the ladies were 
obliged to go from the ſtage over the ſpikes 


of the ſtage box to their places in the fide _ 


boxes. 


The next day Evwin, Lee Lewes, and 
their ladies made a poſt haſte journey to 
Paris, where Epwin excited the following 
emotions in the Dauphin, who was walking 


the title of poet to ſuch common-minded animals, as 
DyER, YALDEN, PoOMFRET, SAVAGE, WATTS, cu 
multis aliis, is an infult, Phoebus will not readily pardon— 
in my opinion, there never were hut fre ports exiſtiſting 
in Britain, viz. CHAUCER, SPENCER, SHAKESPEARGy 
BvTLER, and DxyDex; the reſt are mere copyiſts, who 
have floundered and rhimed with more cr lefs in genuity! 
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between two grenadiers in the Thulleries, 
when the Comedian met his eye EDwIx 
was dreſſed in a large rough coachman's 
coat, and half tipſy with champagne—The 
Dauphin ſtopt ſhort, ſurveyed his figure 
for a minute from the cranium to the os balcis, 
and then laughingly exclaimed—ma foi ceft 
bien drole ! | 


In the beginning of May 1790, by the 
advice of his phyſicians, Dr. BrockLtszy, 
and Dr. GarTHsSHoORE, he took a lodging 
at the Rein Deer on Epping Foreſt, where 
he remained three weeks, and then returned 
to Town, 

} 


On the 13th of June, he married Miſs 
Maxy HusBBaRD, at Saint Joha's Church, 
Weſtminſter, * 


vas 


In July, he engaged a lodging on Clap- 
ham Common, bur finding the air too cold 
for his emaciated frame, returned to his 
apartments in Bedford Street, 


The 


„ 
The laſt character he ever per formed in 


public, was GRECORY GuBBINS in the 
Battle of Hexbam. 


Three weeks before his death, a conſul- 
tation of phyſicians were held at his houſe, 
and the iſſue of their judgment was, that if 
he was not conveyed immediately to Nice, 
he muſt afſuredly die in obedience to their 
directions, his friends engaged a Daniſh 
veſſel for the purpoſe and paid ten pounds 


in advance to the Captain, whoſe name is 
MAvvER. 


He never could be prevailed upon during 


his indiſpoſition, to wear a night-cap, ex- 


cept in bed; he would put on his cap when 


in bed, and depoſit his wig carefully be- 
hind his pillow, and when he awoke at the 


return of day, the firſt thing he called for 
was his wig, 


He was not deſpondent even when in a 


ſtate of total debility, but ſeemed chearfu], 
related his jeſt, and ſmiled with ghaſtly 
pleaſantry. 
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So powerfully did hope cleave about his 
mind to the laſt, that two days before his 
demiſe, he feemed confident that he ſhould 
recover when on board the veſſel. | 


In the evening of this day he called for 
pen, ink and paper, and with much diffi- 
culty wrote the following fragment of a let- 
ter, which he intended ſhould have been fent 
to Dr. Gar THsRORE, or Dr. BRoCKLESBY— 


« Dear Sir, 

ce The unremitting attention you have paid 
to me, Joined to your great wiſdom in your 
profeſſion, has given me much content du- 
ring the whole courſe of my illneſs; and if! 
had a dear relation under your care, I 
ſhould be moſt truly happy, that a Phyſician 
of your ability had the direction of her 
health—In other hands F might have been 
dead long before this, and perhaps my voy- 
age by God's permiſſion may reſtore me. | 
am aſhamed to ſay that in pecuniary mat- 
ters I am quite worle than my heart can 
bear. The derangement of my circumſtan- 
ces from illneſs, and a little diſagreeable, 
therefore hope yourkindnels will excuſe the” -- 
When 
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When he came to this part, his ſtrength 
failed him the pen dropt from his hand, 
and he fell back on the couch, and OY 
ever articulated after. 


_ Epwix' $ LAST MOMENTS. 928 


Hie felt the declenflon of his being with 
u ſetenity, which would have Böden 
Seneca when he looked forward to the 
cold houſe of Death, though the proſpect 
was dreary, his viſion was unſcared wirkt 
dread though the idea of eternal corporal 
immurement was unpleaſant, the certainty 
of what mu be, ſweetened the 1 inconveniences 
that were when his imagination too faith- 
fully pourtrayed the public idol he had fo 
recently been, the firmneſs of his manhood 
ſorſook him, and he burſt. into i 
Sanctions of decaying forticude... f 


3 


3 6 
S 3 


For who, to dumb eee __ 

This pleaſing, anxious being er 5 
Left the warm precincts of the ehearful 51.8 
Nor caſt one longing! nnen 


When his nervous ſyſtem became en- 
tizely unſtrung, he was apprehenſive that 
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the ſeat of underſtanding might be wounded 
too keenly—and, like Doctor Jonnson®* 
in ſimilar circumſtances, trembled left the 
powers of diſcernment ſhould be abridged, 
and he become a mere animal unenlightened 
by the beam of fore-knowledge—to re- 
linquiſh the coarſe and unprofitabe uſages of 
exiſtence, gave him little regret, . but to 
be a breathing blank, ſmote him in thought 
with ſupreme horror —he felt miſerably, 
13585 thus Aenne | 


5 Hen at the 3 eye, the wither d face, 
e hoary hair I never will repine; 8 
But ſpare,” O Time I whate'er of mental grace, 
Ot candour, love, or ſympathy divine, 
Whbateler of fancy's ray, or friendſhip's flame is mine. 


® The tremulous manner in which Doctor JoxnsoN 
died, has, in my idea, been more detrimental to the 
general intereſts -of --Chriſtianity, then any other event 
appertaining to a ſingle individual—he was continually 
rehearſing the mercies of his Redeemer, and the certainty 
of ſalvation, yet, whenever diſceaſe aſſailed him, his pious 
energies forſook him, and he would improperly declare 
that he ſhould prefer exiſting in any the moſt ſhocking 
ſtate to death—if this mode of expreſſion and conduct, 
argucd his poſſeſſing that affiance in the mercies of his 
Cicator, which every man ſhould, I am unſkilled in the 
generous emotions of hope, and the beatitudes of religion. 


N | In 


* ww = hed LS 


( 319 ) 


In the florid triumphs of health—1n the 


proudeſt periods of his ſtate—Epwin never 


awoke the wrath of the deity, by queſtioning 


the terrors of revelation—what was to be, 
he knew would, and felt happy in being 
obedient, where it is folly to be wiſe—1I do 
not believe it was deſigned by the Omni- 
potent, that human wiſdom ſhould paſs in 
its reſearches beyond the precincts of the 
creation many are impelled by pride to 
make the fruitleſs attempt, but ſew by 
Philoſophy independent of Aſtronomy, their 
labours have but engendered. doubts, and 
the moſt enlightened, made that ſeem demi- 
viſible, which if wholly obſcured, would 


tend to the maintenance of calm refig- 
nation The inroads of ſcepticiſm have been 


exactly proportioned to the arrogance of 


ſophiſtry, and a great portion of mankind 


have appeared happy to . diſſeminate in- 


fidelity, though they could not ſubſtitute-a 
' bleſſing for that peace which they had de- 
ſtroyed.— 


Even at the termination of his exiſtence, 


when the vital lamp had ſcarce warmth 
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enovgh to leeep it from the freezing pro- 
perties of Death, and the flame was only 
:diraly ſeen, he would not conſent to be 
confined to his bed His fortitude was as 
conſpicuous in his final moments as in the 
mot healthful epoch of his ſiſe he ſaw, 
like Damocles, che inſtrument of his deftruc- 
tion ſuſpended over him by la ſingle hair, 
yet ſaw it with firmneſs—On the 3oth of 
October, he lay horizontally upon a couch 
\before the fire llavered at the mouth, and 
had not the power to expreſs his wiſn He 
continued languiſhing until half paſt four 
o'clockonthe following morning, whenhe put 
his leſt leg out of bed and endeavoured to fit 
upright: his attendant then gave him ſome 
fyrup of ſquills, which he could not ſwallow; 
it guggled in his throat At this period, it 
is imagined, hei felt himſelf entangled in the 
-jey embrace of tuin He put out his ſhri- 
velled hand, which his lady kiſſed, then 
-faintly adjuſting his pillow which he wetted 
uith a chilly tear moaned, looked up, and 
Jaded 1 into Drarn. 
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Thus this extraordinary man finiſhed his 

mortal career — His loſs to the ſtage, like 

the piwatioh of light, has eaſt a gloom 

over a T heatre, dedicated to the purpoſes 
of moral example and ſotial felicity. 


On Sunday the 1th November, at eight in the 1 
evening the remains of this matchleſs man 1 
were accompanied to the grave by the follow- 4 
ing perſons, attended by an immenſe concourſe \ 
of ſpectators His body was depoſited on the 
north ſideof Saifit Paul's Govent Garden, be- 
tween the aſhes of Doctor ARNE, and his 
prototype, Nad Snuren. 
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MOURN ERS. 
Mr. Redhead and Mrs. Edwin: 0 


Four Sons of the deceaſed + 


Mr. Davies, Mrs. Sutton; 
Mr. Ryder, Mr. Blanchard 
Mr. Dodd. A. Paſquin; 


Mr. Platt, Mr. Fentum; 
Mr. Bernard, Mr. Brandon n;: 
Mr. Macready, Mr. Duffey ; | 

Mr. Williames Mr. Wild ; 

Mr. Bowers, Mr. Rock. 


EDWIN's TOMB. 
Here hes 
FO HN E D r N. 


COMEDIAN, 
Late of Covent Garden Theatre, 
Who departed this life, October 31ſt, 1790 
Aged 42 years, 


Each ſocial meed, which honors human kind, 
The duſt beneath this frail memorial bore ; 
If pride of excellence uplift thy mind, 
Subdue the weakneſs, and be vain no more. 


A nation's mirth was ſubject to his art, 

Ere icy death had ſmote this child of glee; 
And care reſum*d his empire o'er the heart, 
When Heaven iſſued—Epwin ſhall not be. 


ANTRONY PASQUIN. 
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The reader's perception having journied 
with the motly hero of this ſingular me- 
moir from the cradle to the grave, I truſt 
he will not retire from the narration wholly 
uninſtructed — Calamity is the ſchool of 
truth, and happy is he who can gather 
from the viciſſitudes of his neighbour, the- 
oretic knowledge, equal to the reſiſtance of 
private regret or public ſhame—We ſhould 
commiſerate the failings of that being, whoſe 
ſtate is adventitious and dependent on the 
caprices of chance—Many who are com- 
pelled to ſeek fortune, muſt purſue her in 
a ſtorm; and is it wondrous that the milder 
beauties of the mind ſhould be deranged by 
the tempeſtuous operations of reſiſtleſs ac- 
cident?—The powers of nature may be ſub- 
ordinate to reaſon in the ſerene haunts of 
privacy, but will diſpute the dominion 
where the allurements to do wrong multiply 
with the advancing moment—But every 
individual ſhould be an optimiſt, as every 
evil has an according comfort—Thoſe who 

are 


6326 
are ſolicitous for the blifles of opulence, 
ſhowld recollect that wealth can raife but fo 
barriers againſt infelicity Glory enly ak- 
taches herſelf to the daring and the meritorie 


ous ! 17 
To peep into the chambers of the human 
heart To inveſtigate the impulſe of action, 
has been an employment dear to mankindin 
every zra—When SALLUST gave his Cata- 
line to ſocial abhorrence—When Hreropo- 
TUS, XENOPHON, and the charming Livv, 
delineated the features of antiquity ; an 
admiring world treaſured up the tale in the 
archives of recollection, and faithfully and 
fondly tranſmitted it from age to age. 


In adjuſting the materials of Eowin's 
contradictory life, I have caſt away much 
matter, which my judgment conſidered as 
unimportant—lf it be allowed, I have re- 
tained what 1s pleaſureable and beneficial, 
my toil will not be unprofitable— 


That 
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